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TO THE 


READER. 


T H E Author of this (hort Journal having 
fometime fince fent a Copy of it into 
England, only for the private Entertainment of 
fome of His Friends: They, Ending with what a 
Spirit of Modefty, Ingenuity and Truth it was 
written, foon refolv'd to make it Publick. Upon 
notice hereof given to Him, He, with fome un- 
willingnefs, fubmitted to their Judgment as to 
the Publication; but withal defired, that the Ori¬ 
ginal might firft be amended by the enfuing Cor¬ 
rections and Additions. He had made them 
partly from his own review, of the Papers, after 
they had lain cold a good while by him; partly 
by the Advice of fome Gentlemen of that Fa¬ 
ctory, who had fince gone the fame Journey, and 
had taken this Journal with them; and fo gave 
it a new Authority by a frelh Examination of His 
Obfervations. But by misfortune his defign’d Al¬ 
terations did not arrive at Oxford, till the Book 
was almoft printed off. Wherefore the Reader is 
defired to accept candidly thefo following Emen¬ 
dations, which would have made the Work more 
perfect, if they could have been inferted in the 
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Body of it, each in it’s proper place. The Pub- 
lifhers thought a Piece fo well writ, ought not 
to appear abroad without the ufual and proper 
Ornament of Writings of this kind, variety of 
Sculptures; and it having been defign’d by the 
Author for a fupplement to Sandys , their refblu- 
tion, at firft, was to furnilh it with fuch Cuts, as 
are wanting in Him; but le Brune being fince pub- 
lilh’d, and in every ones hands, fuch only are 
here inferted, as are wanting in both. 


g^v. Note, That the CorreWtons and Additions 
which were fent by the Author after the Book was 
Printed off are in this Edition inferted in the 
Body of the Boohjn their proper places. 


To The 


Right Reverend Father in God 

THOMAS 

Lord Bishop of 

ROCHESTER. 


My Lord, 


F J^O M a large and conjlant experience of 
your Lordjbipr favour , I have aft reafon to 
believe that you mil not thinly it tedious to 
bear fometbing of my Affairs^ tbo in them- 
felves below your Lordjbips notice and regard. 

It is now more than a twelve month fince 1 arrived 
in this place ; during all which time , I have had op¬ 
portunity enough perfeftly to obferve and difcover the 
Genius of Hie FaUory , among whom my Lot is fallen. 
And upon the refult of all my experience of thenu / 
am obliged to give them this juft Commendation ; That 
they are a Society , highly meriting that excellent Cha- 
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ra&er which is given of them in England; and 
which (btjides the general vogue) your Lordfhip has 
fometime received from a moft faithful and judicious 
hand, the excellent Bifhop Frampton. As be un¬ 
doubtedly was the great Improver of the rare temper 
of this Societyfo he may well be efteemed beft able to 
give them their true and deferved Character. I need 
only add , that fucb they frill continue, as that incom¬ 
parable InftrtMer left them ,: That is, Pious, Sober, 
Benevolent, devout in the Offices of Religion ; in Con¬ 
version, innocently chfarful j given to no plea fares, 
but fuch as are honefr and. manly to no Communica¬ 
tions, but fucb as the niceft Ears need not be offended 
at j exhibiting in all their Actions thofe beft and trueft 
Jigns of a Chriftian Spirit, a ftncere and chearful 
friendjbip among tbemfelves, a generous Charity to¬ 
ward Others, ami a profound reverence for the Liturgy 
and Confritution of the Church of England. It is our 
firfi Employment every morning to folemni^e the dayly 
Service of the Church ; at which I am fare to have al¬ 
ways a devout, a regular and full Congregation. In 
a word, I can fay no more ( and lefts, I am fare, I 
ought not) than this, that in all my experience in the 
World, 1 have never known a Society of young Gentle¬ 
men, whether in the City, or Country, (1 had alrnoft faid 
the flniverfity too) fo well dijjjofed in all points as this. 

Tour Lord/htp will conclude, that in confequence of 
all this, my preftent Station cannot but he very agree¬ 
able. And tho in leaving^nghLnd, I was feparated 
from the greateft bleftjings to me in the World, your 
Lordjhips kmdnefs, and that of my friends at Rich¬ 
mond ; yet I muft own, / have found here as much re- 
eompence, as could be inade forfucb a feparation. 

Among 



Among other fatisfaBions , one great one , which I 
have had Jince my Arrival , was a Voyage to the Holy 
Land , in Company with fourteen others of our FaSlory. 
We went by way of the Coaft j and having vifited the 
fever $1 places Confecrated by the Life and Death of our 
Bleffed Lordy we returned by way o/Damafcus . If 
there be any thing either in tbefe places which I have 
vtfUedy or elfewbere in thefe Countries , touching which 
1 may be capable of giving your Lordjhip any fatisfa- 
Uion y by my poor obfervatiotty I Jbould efieem it my 
great bappinepy and my coming thus far would feem 
compleatly recompenfed. 


I intreat your Lordfhips Bleffing, 
as being 

Your Lordfhips 
moft dutiful, 

humble Servant, 


Hen. MatmdreU. 




To My 


Ever Honoured Uncle 

S 'CHARLES HEDGES K c , 

Judge of the High Court 

o F 

Admiralty of ENGLAND . 


Sir, 

1 A M fenfible of two general Defers (and Ton 
will foon obferve a great many more) running 
through this whole Paper, which might jufily 
deter me from prefenting it to a Perfon of your 
great Learning and Judgment. One is, frequent Er- 

rours ; the other, Tedioufnefs. But it is your pleafure 
to require it from me as it is: and / am Jure whatever 
Faults there may be in it, yet there can be none fo 
great, as it would be for me to dilute your Injunctions. 
I have nothing to do therefore but to recommend it to 
your Favour, as it is offered up to your Commands, 
with all its Imperfections about it: only putting in a 
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word or two, before I difmifs it, by way of apology. 

And firfl , as to the Errours you will be fare to 
note in it, 1 have this Mitigation to offer ; that in 
a fwift and tranfent View of places, (fuch as mine 
was) it was hardly pojjible for me, not to be fame- 
times overfeen: But however this I profefs with a clear 
Confcience, that whatever Miftakes there may be, yet 
there are no Lies. 

As to the Tedioufnefs of the Relations, the only De¬ 
fence I have, is by Jheltring my felf in the Crowd: 
For it is a frailty more or left incident to mofi Men, 
effecially "Travellers, to abound, both in the JenJe they 
have, and in the Accounts they give, of their own 
AUions and Occurrences. If we light of any thing 
worth noting. We are apt to overflow in jpeaking of it-, 
and too often We fall into that greater folly of recording 
fuch things for very confderable ones, as any difinterejl- 
ed Per fan would be ready to think, We could have no 
inducement to regard, but only becaufe they relate to 
our own /elves. 

This is an Affettation, which however tafiful it may 
be to the Perfons who ufe it, yet (/ know by my own Re- 
fentiments of it) is to others mojl grating and difguftful. 

When You come therefore to any fuch Naufeous places 
in this Journal, You may pleafe to pafs them over with 
that Contempt which they deferve, but nevertbelefs with 
fome Indulgence to the Writer of them for if this Va¬ 
nity may be ever tolerated. Travellers are the Men who 
have the befl Claim to that Favour. For it feems but a 
Reafonable Allowance, that they, who go through Jo 
many hazards and fatigues for the entertainment of 
others, Jhould, in requital for all, be indulged a little 
in'this fweet folly. 



I mighty in fame meafure , have remedied the fault I 
am now apologising for , by rtjcinding the dry part of 
the Journal ; dejcrtbing Roads and difiancesy and Bear¬ 
ings of Places. But l confideredy that this , tho’ dry t 
was not without its ufe. And befidesy when I began to 
Obliterate , I Joon found that if I Jbould go 0 Uy and 
firtke out all that I thought not worth writing to Tou } 
there would in the end be nothing but an univerfal Blot. 

Be pleafed therefore to accept the Whole as it was 
firfi Jet downy without Addition or Diminution; do with 
it as you pleafe. When You are tired with reading ity 
You may fupport your Patience as we did in 'Travelling 
it overy by confideringy that what you are about is a 
Pilgrimage i that You need go it but once ; and that ’tis 
the proper nature and defign of fucb performances , to 
have fometbing in them of Mortification. 


Honoured Sir, 

1 am 

Your moft Dutiful Nephew, 
and Obliged humble Servant, 


Hen . MaundreU. 
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JOURNEY 

FROM 

Aleppo to Jerufakm 

At Eaftcj*, A D- 1697. 

T HERE being feyerei gentlemen pf our Na¬ 
tion (foptteep in number) determined for a 
wiGf m ffce Hpljrlmd at the approaching 
Eaftcr, I rjsfoived, tho* but newly come to 
?o make one in the feme dfehgo: eonfelering that 
as it was my pnrpofe to undertake this Pilgrimage feme 
time or other, before my Return to Englmd, fe I could 
never dq if, either wif h lefs prejudice to my Cure, or with 
greater pfoafere to my &W, than at this Jun&ure; having 
fo large g part of my Congregation abroad at the fame 
time, apd in my Company. 

Puffoaat to this refolutiqn, we felt out from Aleppo 
ffjday Feb.06.1696. at three in the Afternoon, intending 
to make .only a foor't foep that Evening in order to prove 
km well .we .were provided with neceffaries for our 
Joumey, Our fQfiafters this forft Night w,e took np at 
-the tfmj-Kjw i a place of but indifferent Accommoda¬ 
tion, about one hour and a half Weft of Aleppo. 

Jf muft here he noted,tbat, in Travelling this Country, 
a Mari does not meet wish a jMaakftrTown, and Inns, 
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^ A Journey from Aleppo to Jerufalem. 

every night, as in England: The beft reception you can 
find here, is either under your own Tent, if the feafon 
permit; or elfe in certain publick Lodgments founded 
in Charity for tiie ufe of Travellers. Thefe are called by 
the Turks Kanes -, and are feated fometimes in theTowns 
and Villages; fometimes at convenient diftances upon the 
open Road. They are built in faihion of a Cloifter, en- 
compafling a Court o£ thirty or forty Yards fquare, more, 
or lefs, according to the meafure of the Founder’s Ability 
or Charity. At thefe places all Comers are free to take 
Shelter; paying only a fmall fee to the Kane-keeper, and 
very often without that acknowledgment. But mull ex- 
ped nothing here generally but bare walls: as for other 
Accommodations, of Meat, Drink, Bed, Fire, Proven¬ 
der; with thefe it mult be every ones care to furnilh 
himlelf. 

Saturday , Feb. 27. 

From the Honey-Kane we parted very early the next 
Morning; and proceeding Wefterly as the day before, 
arrived in one hour and a half at Oo-rem ; an old Village 
affording nothing remarkable but the ruins of a fmall 
Church. From Oo-rem we came in half an hour to Keffre^ 
and in three quarters more to Effoyn. At this laft place 
we enter’d into the plainsof Kefteen .- proceeding in which 
we came in one hour to another Village called Legene, 
and half and hour more to Hoz,ano, and in a good hour 
more to Kefteen. Our whole Stage this day was about 
five hours, our Courfe a little Southerly of the Weft. 

The Plains of Kefteen are of a vaft Compafs; extend¬ 
ing to the Southward beyond the reach of the Eye, and 
in mod places very fruitfull and well cultivated. At our 
firft defcent into them at Effoyn, we counted twenty four 
Villages, or places at a diftance refembling Villages,within 
our View from one Station. The Soil is of a reddilh co¬ 
lour, very loofe and hollow; and you fee hardly a Stone 
in it. Whereas on its Weft fide there runs along for many 
miles together a high ridge of Hills, difcovering nothing 

but 



A Journey from Aleppo to Jerufalem. 3 

but vaft naked Rocks without the leaft fign of Mould, or. 
any ufeful Produ&ion: which yields an appearance, as 
if nature had, as it were, in kindnefs to the Husband-man, 
purged the whole Plain of thefe Stones, and piled them 
all up together in that one Mountain. Kefteen it felf 
is a large plentiful Village on the Weft fide of the Plain, 
And the adjacent Fields abounding with Corn, give the 
Inhabitants great advantage for breeding Pidgeons: info- 
much that you find here more Dove-Cots than other 
Houles, We law at this place, over the door of a Bagnio 
a marble Stone, carved with the Sign of the (J) and the 
&$£<* n«ei, &c. with a date not legible. It was probably 
the Portal of fome Church in ancient times: for I was 
allured by the Inhabitants of the Village, that there are 
many Ruins of Churches and Convents ftill to be feen in 
the Neighbouring rocky Mountains. 

Sunday, Feb. 28. 

Having a lohg Stage to go this day, we left Kefteen ve¬ 
ry early: And continuing ftill in the fame fruitful Plain 
abounding in Corn, Olives and Vines, we came in three 
quarters of an hour to Harbanoofe -, a fmall Village fi- 
tuated at the extremity of the Plain. Where, after crofting 
a fmall afcent, we came into a very rich Valley called 
Rooge. It runs to the South farther than one can dilcern, 
but in breadth, from Eall to Weft it extends not above 
an hours riding; and is walled in (as it were) on both 
fides, with high rocky Mountains. Having travelled in 
this Valley near four hours, we came to a large Water 
called the Lake (or rather, according to the Oriental 
ftyle, the Sea) of Rooge. Thro’ the Skirt of this Lake 
we were obliged to pafs; and found it no fmall trouble 
to get our Horfes, and much more our loaded Mules thro’ 
the water and mire. But all the Sea was fo dried up, and 
the road fo perfedly amended at our return, that we could 
not then difcern, fo much as where the place was, which 
had given fo great trouble. From this Lake, we arrived 
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4 A j&ttrflfey frftrti Alepph to jmjaiem, 

in one hour at Te-ne-ree ; a place where we paid our firft 
Caphar. 

Thefe Caphars are certain duties which Travellersarfe 
obliged to pay, at feveral paltes upon rhe Road, to Offi¬ 
cers, who attend in their appointed Stations to receive 
them. They were at firft levied by Chriftians to yield a 
recompence to the Country for maintaining'the ways in 
good repair, and fcouri'ng them from Arabs, and Robbers. 
The Turks keep up fo gainful an ufage flail, pretending 
the fame caufes for it. But under that pretence they take 
occafionto exaCt from PafTengers, efpe'cially Franks, arbi¬ 
trary and unreafonable Sums j and inftead of being a ikie“ 
guard, prove the greateft Rogues arid Robbers themfolves. 

At a large hour beyond this Caphar, our Road led us 
over the Mountains, on the Weft fide of the Valley of 
Rooge. We were near an hour in eroding them, after 
which we defeended into another Valley running parallel 
to the former, and parted from It only by the laft ridg 
of Hills. At the firft defeent into this Valley is a Village 
called Bell-Maez, from which we came in two hours to 
Shoggle. Our courfo was for the moft part of this day, 
Weft-South-Weft. Our Stage in «31 ten bouts. 

Shoggle is a pretty large, but exceeding filthy Town, 
fituated on the River OroMes : over which you pafs by 
a Bridge of thirteen final! Arches to come at the Town. 
The River hereabouts is 6 f a gdod breadth and yet fb 
rapid, that it turns great Wheds, madefor lifting up the 
Water, by its natural fwiftrfoft, without afty force added 
to It, by confining its St team. It’s Waters are turbid, 
and Very unwholfdnfe, and its Fifh worfe ; as we found 
by'experi&lce, therebeihg noPerfon of all out Company 
thtft nad ekten of them over night but found himfelf 
much indifpofed the next Morning. We lodged here in 
a very large and handfome Kane, far exceeding What is 
ufualfy feen in this fort o'f Buildings. It was founded 
by the fecond 'Cuperli, and‘endowed with a competent 
Revenue, for fttpplying every Traveller, that takes up 
his Quarters in it, with a Competent portion ofter'ead, arid 

Broth, 
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Broth, and Flelh, which is always ready for thofc that 
demand it, as very few People or the Country fail to do. 
There is annext to the Kane, oti its Weft liac, another 
Quadrangle, containing apartments for a certain number 
of Alms-men -> the charitable donation of the lime Cu- 


pvrti. Tire Kane we found at our arrival, crouded with 


a great number of TurkiKh Hadgees, or Pilgrims bound 
for Meccfoa. But neverthelels we met with a peaceable 
reception amongft them, tho’our Faces were fet to a 
different place. 


Monday Mar. r. 


From Sboggk our Road led us at firft Westerly, in or¬ 
der to our eroding the Mountain on that fide the Valley. 
We arrived at die foot of the afeent in half an hour, but 
met with foch rugged and foul ways in the Mountains, 
that it took us up two hours to get cleaipof them. After 
which we descended into a third Valley, refembling the 
other two whidh we had puffed 'before. At the ifirit en¬ 
trance into it is a Village called -Be-dn-me, giving the fame 
name alfo to rhe Valley. Having travelled about two 
hourtin this Valley, we enured into a Woody Mountain¬ 
ous Country, which ends theBajflw/fo^of Aleppo, and be¬ 
gins that of Tripoli. Our Road here Was very Rodky,and 
uneven; but yet the variety, which it afforded, made 
fome amends for that inconvenience. Sometimes it led 
us under the cool fhade of thick trees: fometimes thro 1 
narrow Valleys, water'd with murmuring Torrents: 

and then for a good while together upon the brink of a 
Precipite. 'And ift *11 places it treated us with the pro- 
foeck df Plants, and Flowers of'divers'kinds: as Myrtles, 
01eandets,'Cyclamens,AnemGnies,Tidips,Marygolds,and 
feveral other forts of Aromatick Herbs. Having fpent 
about two hours in this manner we defeended into a low 
Valley : at the bottom of which is a Fiffurc into the Earth, 
of a great depth; bat Withal fo narrow that it is not 
difcernlble to the Rye till you arrive juft upon it. Tho’ 
to the Bar a notice of it is-given at a great diftance, by 
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reafon of the Noife of a Stream running down into it 
from the Hills. We could not guefs it to be lels than 
thirty Yards deep. But it is fo narrow that a fmall Arch, 
not four Yards over, lands you on its other fide. They 
call it the Shecks Wife : A Name given it from a Wo¬ 
man of that Quality, who fell into it, and, I need not 
add, perifhed. The depth of the channel, and the noife 
of the Water, are lo extraordinary, that one cannot paft 
over it without fomething of Horrour. The fides of this 
Fiffu re a re firm and folid Rock, perpendicular and fmooth, 
only feeming to lie in a wavy form all down, as it were 
to comply with the motion of t;he Water. From which 
obfervation we were led to conje&ure, that the Stream, 
by a long and perpetual current had, as it were, faw’n 
its own Channel down into this unufual deepneft: to 
which effect the Water s being penned up in fo narrow a 
paflage, and its hurling down Stones along with it by its 
rapidity, may have not a little contributed. 

From hence, continuing our courfe thro’ a Road re- 
fembling that before defcribed, we arrived in one hour 
at a fmall even part of ground called Hadyar ib Sultane , 
or the Sultans Stone. And here we took up our Quar¬ 
ters this night under our Tents. Out Road this day 
pointed for the moft part South Weft, and the whole of 
our Stage was about feven hours and a half. 

Tuefday, March 2. 

We were glad to part very early this Morning from 
our Campagnia Lodging; the weather being yet too moift 
and cold for fuch difcipline. Continuing; our Journey 
thro’ Woods and Mountains, as the day before, we ar¬ 
rived in about one hour at the Caphar of Crufia, which 
is demanded near a Kane of that Name; a Kane they 
call it, tho’it be in truth nothing elfe, but a cold com- 
fortlefs ruin on the top of a Hill by the way fide. 

From hence in about another hour we arrived at the 
foot of a Mountain called Occaby ; or as the word de¬ 
notes, difficult, and indeed we found its afcent fully an- 

fwerable 
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fwerable to its Name. The moifture and flipj^rinefs of 
the way at this time added to the fteepnefs ofit, greatly 
encreafed our labour in afcending it. Inlomuch that we 
were a foil hour in gaining the top of the Hill. Here 
we found no more Woods or Hills, but a fine Country, 
well cultivated and planted with Silk Gardens: thro* 
which leaving on the right hand a Village called Citte 
Gdlle , inhabited folely by Maronites , we came in one hour 
to Bellulca. Here we repaired to a place which is both 
the Kane of the Village, and the Aga ‘s Houfe j and re- 
folving by reafon of the Rains, which fell very plentiful¬ 
ly, to make this our Lodging, we went to vifit the Agd 
with a fmall Prefent in our hands, in order to procure 
our felves a civil reception. But we found little recom- 
pence from hisTurkifh gratitude, for after all our refpefk 
to him, it was not without much importunity that we 
obtain’d to have the ufe of a dry part of the Houfe j The 
place where we were at firft Lodged lying open to the 
Wind and the beating in of the Rain. Our whole Stage 
this day was not much above four hours, our courfe about 
South Weft. 

Being inform’d that here were feveral Chriftian Inha¬ 
bitants in this place, we went to vifit their Church, which 
we found lb poor and pitifol a Structure, that here Chri- 
ftianity feem’d to be brought to its humbleft State, and 
Chrift to be laid again in a Manger. It was only a Room 
of about four or five Yards fquare, wall’d with Dirt, 
having nothing but the uneven ground for its Pavement; 

- And for its Ceiling only fome rude traves laid athwart it, 
and cover’d with Bufhes to keep out the Weather. On 
the Eaft fide was an Altar, built of the fame Materials 
with the Wall; only it was paved at top with Pot-fherds 
and Slates, to give it the face of a Table. In the middle 
of the Altar ftood a fmall Crofs compos’d of two Laths 
nail’d together in the middle: on each fide of which en- 
fign were faftned to the Wall two or three old Prints re- 
prefenting our bleffed Lord and the Blefled Virgin, &c. 
The Venerable prefcnts of fome Itinerant Fryars, that 

had 



9 A Journey from Aleppa tojtrufalem. 
had paffed this way. • On the South fide was a piece of 
plank fupported by a Poft, which we underflood was 
the Reading Desk, juft by which was a little hole com? 
modiouily broke thro’the Wall to give light to the Rear 
der. A very mean habitation this for the God of Hear 
ven! But yet held in great efteem, and reverence by the 
poor People; who not’ only come with all devotion fair 
ther themfelves, but alfo depofite here whatever is moft 
valuable to them, in order to derive upon it a bleffing. 
When we were there the whole Room was bang’d about 
with Bags of Silkworms Eggs; to the end that by rgr 
tnaining in fa holy, a place, they might attract a Bene? 
dhftion, and a Virtue of eocreafing. 

Wednefday, Mar. 3. 

The next Morning flatter’d us with the hopes of a fair 
day after the great Rains, which had fallen for near eight 
hours together. We therefore ventur’d to leave Belittle*, 
with no great thanks to it for our Entertainment. But 
we had not gone far, before we began to wife that we 
had kept our former accommodation bad as it was; for 
the Rains began to break out afrelh with greater fury 
than before: nor bad we more comfort under foot, the 
Road being very deep and full of Soughs. However w 
refolv’d to go forward in hopes of a better time, and in 
four hours ( very long ones in fitch uncomfortable circuit 
fiances) we arriv'd at Sbolfatia, a poor Village foliate upon 
a fmall River which we were oblig'd to pafs, A Rivet 
we might call it now, it being fwoJJen fo high by the 
lace Rains, that it was impalpable.; tho’ at other times it 
be but a fmall Brook, and, in the Summer, perfectly dry; 

Hereinfteadof mending our Condition, as we expensed, 
we began to drink more deeply of the bitter Cup of Pil¬ 
grims, being brought to finch a lira it, that we knew not 
which way to turn our felves. Four (as I faid) die 
Stream was not fordable, fo that there was no going for¬ 
ward ; and as for facing about, and returning to the 
place from whence we came, that was a thing, we were 

very 
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very averfe to: Well knowing, by that Mornings expe¬ 
rience, the badnefs of the Road; and likewile having rea- 
fon to expeft but a cold welcome at our Journeys end. 
As for Lodging in the Village, that was a thing not to 
be endured: For the Houles were all fill'd with Dirt and 
Naftinefs, being inhabited promifcuoufly by the Villagers 
and their Cattle. As for lying in the Campagnia, the 
Rain was fo vehement we could not do that, without an 
evident danger both to our Selves and Horfes. 

But whilft we were at this non-plus, not knowing which 
courfe to take, the Rain abated; and fo we reiblved to 
pitch in the open Field, tho’ thorowly foaked with the 
wet, efteeming this however the leaft evil. Accordingly 
we betook our Selves tp a fmall afcent by the water’s 
fide, intending there, under our Tents, to wait the falling 
of the Stream. 

We had not enjoy’d this ceflation of Rain long, when 
it began to pour down a-freih, with terrible Lightning 
and Thunder. And now our care was renewed, and we 
knew not well which to be moil concern’d for; whether 
our Selves, who enjoyed the miferable comfort of a drop¬ 
ping Tent over us, or for our Servants and Horfes which 
had nothing but their own Cloaths to proteft them. At 
laft there being a fmall Shecks Houfe, or Burying-place 
hard by, we comforted our Selves with hopes that we 
might take San&uary there. The only difficulty was how 
to get admiffion into fo reverenc’d a place; the Turks 
being generally Men of greater Zeal than Mercy. To 
negotiate this affair we fetit a Turk'(whom we had taken 
with us for fuch occafions ) into the Village; ordering 
him to try firft by fair means to gain admittance, and, if 
that fail’d, to threaten that we would enter by force. But 
the Religion of this place was of that kind which fuper- 
fedes inftead of improving Humanity. The people abfo- 
lutely deny’d us the fmall Charity we demanded; And 
fent us word they would die upon our Swords before they 
would yield to have their Faith defil’d: Adding farther 
that it was their Faith to be true to ffamtt and Alj , but 

B to 
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to hate and renounce Omar and Abu Beker ; and that 
this principle they were refolv’d to ftand by. We told 
them we had as bad an opinion of Omar and Abu Beker 
as they could have: That we defir'd only a little Ihelter 
from the prefent Rain, and had no intention to defile 
their Faith. And thus with good words, we brought 
them to confent, that we might lecure our Baggage in the 
Shecks Houfe j but as for our Selves and Arms, ’twas 
our irreverfible fentence to be excluded out of the hal¬ 
low’d Walls. We were glad however to get the Merci- 
lels Doors open upon any terms; not doubting, but we 
/hould be able to make our advantage of it afterwards 
according to our defire: Which we a&ually did; for when 
it grew dark, and the Villagers were gone to deep, we 
all got into the places of refuge, and there paiTed a Me¬ 
lancholy Night among the Tombs: Thus elcaping how¬ 
ever the greater evil of the Rain which fell all Night in 
great abundance. 

Being now crept into the infide of the Shecks Houfe, 
I muft not^mit, in requital for our Lodgings, to give 
fome account of the nature of fuch Stru&ures. They are 
ftoneFabricks, generally fix or eight Yards fquare (more 
or lefs) and roofed with a Cupola; erected over the 
Graves of fbme eminent Shecks, that is, fuch Perfons, as 
by their long Beards, Prayers of the fame ftandard, and a 
kind of Pharifaical fupercilioufnefs (which are the great 
Virtues of the Mahometan Religion) have purchas'd to 
themfelves the repu.ation of Learning and Saints. 

Of thele Buildings there are many Icatter’d up and 
down the Country (for you will find among th e Turk s 
far more dead Saints than living one sT) They are fi- 
tuated commonly, tho' not always, upon the moft eminent 
and confpicuous afcents. To thele Oratories the people 
repair with their Vows and Prayers, in their leveral di- 
ftrelfes, much after the lame manner, as the Romanics 
do to the Ihrines of their Saints. Only in this refped 
the practice of the Turks leems to be more Orthodox, in 
regard that tho' they-make their Saint’s Ihrine the Houfe 
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of Prayer; yet they always make God alone, and not the 
Saint, the objeft of their addreffes. 

Tburfday, March 4. 

To revive us after the heavinels of the laft Night, we 
had the confolation to be informed this Morning,that the 
River was fordable at a place a little farther down the 
Stream; and upon experiment we found it true as was re¬ 
ported. Glad of this aifeovery, we made the beft difpatch 
we could to get clear of this inhofpitable place ; and ac¬ 
cording to our defires, foon arriv’d, with all our Baggage 
on the other fide of the River. 

From hence aftending gently for about half an hour, 
we came to the foot of a very fteep Hill, which, when 
we had reached, it’s top prefented us with the firft pro- 
fped of the Ocean. We had in view likewife at about 
two hours diftance to the Weftward, the City Latichea , 
fituate on a flat fruitful ground clofe by the Sea; A City 
firft Built by Seleuctts Nicator, and by him call'd in ho¬ 
nour of his Mother A«o which Name it retains with 
a very little corruption of it at this day. It was anciently 
a place of great Magnificence; but in the general cala¬ 
mity which befel this Country, it was reduced to a very 
low condition, and fb remain'd for a long time. But 
of late Years it has been encouraged to hold up its head 
again, and is rebuilt, and become one of the moft flourifh- 
ing places upon the Coaft; being cherifhed, and put in a 
way of Trade by Coplan Aga , a Man of great wealth, and 
authority in theft parts, and much addi&ed to Mer- 
chandiie. 

From the Hill which we laft aftended, we had a final! 
deftent into a fpacious Plain, along which we Travelled 
Southward, keeping the Sea on the right hand, and a 
ridge of Mountains on the left. Having gone about one 
hour and a half in this Plain, we difcern’d on the left 
hand, not far from the Road two ancient Tombs. They 
were Chefts of Stone two Yards and a half long each. 
Their Cavities were cover’d over with large Tables of 
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Stone, that had been lifted afide probably in hopes of 
Treafure. The Chefts were carvea on the outfide with 
Ox-heads, and wreaths hanging between them, after the 
manner of adorning Heathen Altars. They had like- 
wife at firft Inferiptions graven on them: But thefe were 
lo eaten out, that one could not difcover lo much as the 
lpecies of the Characters. Here were allb feveral foun¬ 
dations of Buildings; but whether there were ever any 
place of note fituated hereabouts, or what it might be I 
cannot relolve. 

Above an hour from thefe Tombs we came to another 
Stream which flopp’d our March again. Thefe Moun¬ 
tain Rivers are ordinarily very inconliderable: But they 
?re apt to fwell upon fuddain Rains, to the deftru&ion of 
many a Paflenger, who will be fo hardy as to venture 
unadvifedly over them. We took a more fuccelsful care 
fit this place; for Marching about an hour higher up by 
the fide of the Stream, we found a place, where the wa¬ 
ters by dilating were become lhallower, and there we 
got a lafe palfage to the other fide. From hence we bent 
our Courfe to recover our formerRoad again; but we had 
not got far, before there began a very violent Storm of 
Hail follow’d by a hard and continued Rain, which forced 
us to make the bell of our way to Jebilee , leaving our 
Baggage to follow us at leifure. 

Our whole Stage this day was about fix hours, pointing 
for the firft hour Weft, and for the remaining part near 
South, having the Sea on the right hand, and a ridge of 
Mountains at about two hours diftance on the left. And in 
this ftateourRoad continued for feveral daysafter,without 
any difference,lave only that the Mountains at feme places 
approach nearer theSea; at other, retire farther off. Thefe 
Mountains go under different Names in feveral places, as 
they run along upon the Coaft, and are inhabited by rude 
people of feveral denominations. In that partofthem above 
Jebilee , there dwell a people, called by the Turks Neceres 
6 f a very ftrange and lingular Chara&er. For 'tis their 
principle to ad here to no certain Religiqnj but Chamelion- 
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like, they put on the Colour of Religion, whatever it 
be, which is refleded upon them from the Perfons with 
whom they happen to converfe. With Chriftians they 
profefsthemfelves Chriftians; With Turks they are good 
Muftelmans; With Jews they pals for Jews; being fuch 
Proteufes in Religion, that no body was ever able to dis¬ 
cover what (hape or ftandard their Confidences are really 
of. All that is certain concerning them is, that they make 
very much and good Wine, and are great Drinkers. 

Friday, Mar. y. 

This whole day we Ipent at Jebilee to recruit our 
Selves after our late fatigues; having the convenience of 
a new Kane to lodge in. Built at the North entrance into 
the City, by Oftan the prefent Bajha of Tripoli. 

Jebilee is feated dole by the Sea, having a vaft, and 
very fruitful Plain ftretching round about it, on its other 
lides. It makes a very mean figure at prefent: Tbo' it 
ftill retains the diftindion of a City, and difeovers evi¬ 
dent footfteps of a better condition in former times. Its 
Ancient Name, from which allb it derives its prefent, 
was Gabala ; under which Name it occurs in Strabo, and 
other old Geographers. In the time of the Greek Em- 
perours, it was dignify'd with a Bilhop’s See. In which 
lometimes fete Severian the Grand Aaverfery and Arch- 
Confpirator againft St Cbryfoftom. 

The mokremarkable things, that appear here at this 
day, are a Molque, and an Alms-houle juft by it, both 
Built by Sultan Ibrahim. In the former his Body is de- 
polited,and we were admitted to fee his Tomb, tho'held 
oy the Turks in great Veneration. We found it only a 
great wooden Cheft, ereded over his Grave, and cover'd 
with a Carpet of painted Calico, extending on all fides 
down to the ground. It was allb trick’d up with a great 
many long Ropes of wooden Beads hanging upon it, and 
fbmewhat refembling the furniture of a Button-maker's 
Shop. This is the Turks ufital way‘of adorning the 
3 ombs of their holy Men, as I have feen in feveral other 

inftanecs. 
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inflances. The long firings of Beads paffing in this Coun¬ 
try for marks of great devotion and gravity. In this 
Mofque we faw feveral large Incenfe Pots, Candlefticks 
for Al tars, and other Church furniture, being the fpoils 
of Chriftian Churches at the taking of Cyprus. Clofe by 
the Mofque is a very beautiful Bagnio, and a fmall Grove 
of Orange Trees; under the fhade of which Travellers 
are wont to pitch their Tents in the Summer time. 

The Turks, that were our condudors into the Mofque, 
entertain'd us with a long Story of this Sultan Ibrahim 
who lies there Interr’dj efpecially touching his mortifi¬ 
cation, and renouncing the World. They reported that 
having divefted himfelf of his Royalty, he retir’d hither 
and liv’d twenty Years in a Grotto by the Sea fide, dedi¬ 
cating himfelf wholly to poverty and devotion: And in 
order to confirm the truth of their relation, they pre¬ 
tended to carry us to the very Cell where he abode. Be¬ 
ing come to the place, we found there a multitude of Se¬ 
pulchres hewn into the Rocks by the Sea fide, according 
to the Ancient manner of Burying in this Country: And 
amongft thefe they fhew’d one, which they averr’d to be 
the very place in which the devout Sultan exercifed his 
twenty Years difcipline; and to add a little probability 
to the Story, they fhew’d, at a fmall diftance, another 
Grotto twice as large as any of its fellows, and uncover’d 
at the top, which had three Niches or Praying places 
hewn in its South fide. This they would have to be 
Sultan Ibrahim’s Oratory: It being the manner of the 
Turks always to make fuch Niches in their Mofques and 
other places of Devotion, to denote the Southern quarter 
of the World ; for that way the MuiTelmanS are obliged 
to let their faces when they Pray, in reverence to the 
Tomb of their Prophet. Thefe Niches are always form’d 
exadly refembling thofe ufually made for Statues, both 
in their fize, fabrick, and every circumftance. I have 
fometimes refleded for what reafon the Turks fhould ap¬ 
point fuch Marks to dired their faces toward in Prayer. 
And if I may be allow’d to conjedqre, I believe they 



A Journey from Aleppo to Jerufalem. t / 

did it at 6rft in teftitnony of their Iconoclaftick prin¬ 
ciple ; and toexprefstothem both the reality ofthedivine 
prefence there, and at the fame time alfo its Invifibility. 
The Relators of this Story of Sultan Ibrahimv/ere doubt- 
lefs fully perfwaded of the truth of it themfelves. But 
we could not tell what conje&ures to make of it, having 
never met with any account of fuch a Sultan, but only 
from this rude tradition. 

From thefe Mahometan San&uaries, our Guide pre¬ 
tended to carry us to a Chriftian Church, about two fur¬ 
longs out of Town on the South fide. When we came 
to it, we found it nothing but a fmall Grotto in a Rock, 
by the Sea fhore, open on the fide towards the Sea; and 
having a rude pile of Stones ere&ed in it for an Altar. 
In our return from this poor Chappel, we met with the 
Perfbn who was the Curate of it. He told us that him- 
felf and feme few other Chriftians of the Greek Commu¬ 
nion, were wont to affemble in this humble Cell for Di¬ 
vine Service, being not permitted to have any place of 
Worfhip within the Town. 

Jfebilee feems to have had Anciently fome convenience 
for Shipping. There is ftiil to be feen a ridge compos'd 
of huge fquare Stones running a little way into the Sea j 
which appears to have been formerly continued farther 
on, and to have made a Mole. Near this place we faw 
a great many Pillars of Granite, fome by the Water fide, 
others tumbled into the Water. There were others in a 
Garden clofe by, together with Capitals of white Marble 
finely carv'd; which teftify in fome meafure the Ancient 
Splendor of this City. 

But the moft confiderable Antiquity in Jebilee , and 
greateft Monument of its former Eminency, is the re¬ 
mains of a Noble Theater juft at the North Gate of the 
City. It pafles amongft the Turks for an old Cattle ; 
which (according to the Afiatick way of enlarging) they 
report to have been of fo prodigious a height, when in 
its perfeft ftate, that a Horfeman might have rid, about 
Sun-rifing, a full hour in the ihade of it. 


As 
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Asfor what remains of this mighty Babel, it is no more 
than twenty Foot high. The flat fide of it has been 
blown up with Gun-powder by the Turks. And from 
hence ( as they related ) was taken a great quantity of 
Marble, which we faw ufed in adorning their Bagnio 
and Mofque before mention’d. All of it that is now 
Handing is the Semi-Circle. It extends from corner to 
corner juft a hundred Yards. In this Semi-Circular part 
is a range of feventeen round Windows juft above the 
ground, and between the Windows all round were raifed, 
on high Pedeftals, large Marty Pillars, (landing as But- 
treffes againft the Wall, both for the ftrength and orna* 
ment of- the Fabrick; but thefe fupporters are at prefent 
moll of them broken down. 

Within is a very large Arena, but the juft meafure of 
it could not be taken, by reafon of the Houfes with 
which the Turks have almoft fill'd it up. On the Weft 
fide the feats of the Spectators remain (till entire, as do 
likewi(e the Caves or Vaults which run under the Sub- 
(ellia all round the Theatre. The outward Wall is three 
Yards three quarters thick, and built of very large and 
firm Stones; which great ftrength has pireferv'd it thus 
long from the jaws of time, and from that general ruin, 
which the Turks bring with them into moft places where; 
they come. 

Saturday, Mar. 6 . 

Having done with Jebilee , we put forward again early 
the next Morning, with a profped of much better weather 
than we had been attended with, in our former motions. 
Our Road continued by the Sea fide, and in about two 
hours, brought us to a fair deep River, called by the 
Turks Naher-il-Melecb, or the King’s River. Here we 
faw (bme heaps of ruins on both fides of the River, 1 
with feveral Pillars of Granite, and other footfteps of 
fome confiderable Buildings. About half an hour far¬ 
ther we pa(Ted another River called Jobar , (hewing the 
remains of a Stone-bridge over it, oncfe well Built but 

now 
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now broken down. On the other fide of this River in 
a large plough’d Field, flood a great fquare Tower; and 
round about, the rubbifh of many other Buildings. Like- 
wife all along this day’s Journey, we obferv’d many Ruins 
of Caftles and Houfes, which teftify that this Country, 
however it be negle&ed at prefent, was once in the hands 
of a people that knew how to value it, and thought it 
worth the defending. Strabo calls this whole Region 
from Jebilee as far as Aradus, the Country of the Aradii 
(of whom in due place) and gives us the Names of feve- 
ral places fituate anciently along this Coaft; As Paltus , 
Balanea, Car anus, Enjdra, Marathus, Ximjra. But whe¬ 
ther the Ruins which we law this day, may be the remains 
of any of thole Cities, cannot well be determin’d at this 
dillance of time; feeing all we have of thole places, is 
only their names, without any fuffident dillindions, by 
which to difcover their fituation. The Balanea of Strabo 
is indeed laid to be Hill extant, being fuppos’d to be the 
fame place, that the Turks (little changing its Name ) 
call at this day Baneas. This place is four good hours 
beyond Jebilee. It Hands upon a fmall declivity about a 
furlong aiftant from the Sea, and has a fine clear Stream 
running fwiftly by it on the South fide. It is at prelent 
uninhabited, but its Situation proves it to have been an¬ 
ciently a pleafant, its Ruins a well-built, and its Bay 
before it, an advantageous Habitation. At this place was 
requir'd another Caphar. 

Leaving Baneas, we went on by the Sea fide, and in 
about a quarter of an hour pafiTed by an old Caftle, on the 
top of a very high Mountain. It is built in the figure of 
an Equilateral Triangle, having one of its Angles point¬ 
ing towards the Sea. The Turks call it Merchab; and 
enlarge much upon the Sieges it has fuftain’d in former 
times: But whatever force it may have had anciently, it 
is at prelent only a refidence for poor Country people. 
This is probably the fame Caftle mentioned by Adri- 
tbomius and others under the Name of Margath ; to 
which the Bilhops of Balanea were forced to tranllate 
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their See by reaibn of the infults of the Saracens. 

At about one hour and a half diftance from Baneas, we 
came to a fmall dear Stream, which induced us to take up 
our Lodging near it. We pitch’d in the Campagnia about 
two or three furlongs up from the Sea; having In fight 
on the Mountains above us, a Village called Sophia , in¬ 
habited folely by Maronites; and a little farther Befack, 
another Village poflefs’d by Turks only; and a little far¬ 
ther Merakia, whofe Inhabitants are a Mifcellany of Chri- 
ftians and Turks together. Our whole Stage this day was 
about fix hours. 

Sunday, Mar. 7. 

From thisQuarter we remov’d early the next Morning, 
and in three hours came to a fair deep River called Nahor 
Hufime; having an old Bridge turn’d over it, confiding 
of only one Arch, but that very large and exceeding well 
wrought. In one hour and a half more. Travelling ftill 
by the Sea fide, we reach'd Tortofa. 

The ancient Name of this place was Orthofia. It was 
a Bifhop’s See in the Province of Tyre. The Writers of 
the holy Wars make frequent mention of it, as a place of 
great ftrength. And one may venture to believe them, 
from what appears of it at this day. 

Its fituation is on the Sea-ihore; having a lpatious 
Plain extending round about it on its other fides. What 
remains of it is the Cattle, which is very large and ftill 
inhabited. On one fide, it is wafh’d by the Sea; On the 
other, it is fortified by a double Wall of courfe Marblf, 
Built after the Ruftick manner. Between the two Walls 
is a Ditch; as likewife is another encompaffing the outer- 
moft Wall. You enter this fortreis on the North fide, 
over an old Draw-bridge, which lands you in a fpatiottS 
Room now for the molt part uncover’d, but anciently 
well arch’d over, being the Church belonging to the Ca¬ 
ttle. Oh one fide it rfelembles a Church, ahd in witnefsof 
its being fuch, ftiews at this day, feveral holy Emblems 
carv’d upon its Walls, as that of a Dove defending, over 
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the place where ftood the Altar; and in another place 
that of the Holy-Lamb. But on the fide which fronts 
outward, it has the face of a Caftle, being built with port¬ 
holes for Artillery, inftead of Windows. Round the Caftle 
on the South and Eaft fides ftood anciently the City. It 
had a good Wall and Ditch encompaffing it, of which 
there are ftill to be feen confiderable remains. But for 
other Buildings, there is nothing now left in it, except a 
Church, which ftands about a furlong Eaftward from the 
Caftle/ It is one hundred and thirty foot in length, in 
breadth ninety three, and in height iixty one. Its Walls, 
and Arches, and Pillars, are of a Baftard Marble, and all 
ftill fb entire, that a fmall expence would fuffice to re¬ 
cover it into the ftate of a beautiful Church again. Bur, 
to the grief of any Chriftian Beholder, it is now made a 
ftall for Cattle, and we were, when we went to fee it,al- 
moft up to our knees in Dirt and Mire. 

From Tortofa we lent our baggage before us, with or¬ 
ders to advance a few Miles farther toward Tripoli, to 
the intent that we might fhorten our Stage to that place 
the next day. We follow’d not long after, and in about 
a quarter of an hour came to a River, or rather a Chan¬ 
nel of a River, for it was now almoft dry: Tho’ que- 
ftionlefs here muft have been anciently no inconfide- 
rable ftream; as we might infer both from the largenefs 
of the Channel, and the fragments of a Stone-bridge, 
formerly laid over it. 

In about half an hour more, we came a Breft with a 
fmall Ifland, about a League diftant from the Shore, called 
by the Turks Ru-dd. This is fuppofed to be the ancient 
Ary ad, Arpbdi, or Arp ad (under which feveral names 
it occurrs, 2 Kin. 19.12. Gen. 10.18, Ezek- 27. 11. &c.) 
and the Aradus of the Greeks and Romans. It icemed. 
to tj;Eye to be not above two or three furlongs long; 
and was wholly filled up with tall Buildings like Caftles, 
The ancient Inhabitants of this Ifland were famous for 
Navigation, and bad a command upon the Continent as 
far as Gabala. 

C 2 
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About a quarter of an hour farther we came up with 
our Muliteers; they having pitched our Tents, before 
they had gone fo far as we intended. But this mifcarriage 
they well recompenfed, by the condition of the place 
where they (topp'd; it affording us the entertainment of 
feveral notable Antiquities, which we might otherwife 

f >erhaps have pafs’d by unobferv’d. It was at a green plat 
ying within one hour of Tortofa y a little Southward of 
Aradtu , and about a quarter of a mile from the Sea, having 
in it a good Fountain (tho’ of a bad name) called the 
Serpent Fountain. 

The firft Antiquity that we here obferved was a large 
Dike thirty yards over at top, cut into the firm Rock. 
Its fides went (loping down with Stairs form’d out of the 
natural Rock, defcending gradually from the top to the 
bottom. This Dike ftretch’d in a dired line, Eaft and 
Weft more than a furlong, bearing ftill the fame figure 
of Stairs running in right lines all along its fides. It 
broke off at laft at a fiat marfhy ground, extending about 
two furlongs betwixt it and the Sea. It is hard to imagine 
that the Water ever flow’d up thus high; and harder, with¬ 
out fuppofing that, to refolve, for what reafon all this 
pains of cutting the Rock in iiich a fafhion, was taken. 

This Dike was on the North fide of the Serpent Foun¬ 
tain } and juft on the other fide of it, we efpy’d another 
Antiquity, which took up our next obfervation. There 
was a Court of fifty five yards fquare, cut in the natural 
Rock; the fides of the Rock (landing round it, about 
three yards high, fupplied the place of Walls. On three 
fides it was thus encompaffed; but to the Northward if 
lay open. In the Center of this Area was a fquare par 
or the Rock left (landing; being three yards high and fiv 
yards and a half fquare. This ferv’d for a Pedeftal to a 
Throne ere&ed upon it. The Throne was compos’d of 
four large Stones, two at the fides, one at the back, an¬ 
other hanging over all at top, in the manner of a Canopy. 
The whole ftru&ure was about twenty foot high, front¬ 
ing toward that fide where the Court was open. The Stone 
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that made the Canopy was five yards and thrpe quarters 
fquare,and carv’d round with a handfomeCornilh. What 
all this might be defign’dfor, we could not imagine; un- 
lels perhaps the Court may pafs for an Idol-Temple, and 
the Pile in the middle for the Throne of the Idol: Which 
feems the more probable, in regard that Hercules , i. e. the 
Sun, the great abomination of the Phenicians, was wont 
to be adored in an open Temple. At the two innermoft 
Angles of the Court, and likewife on the open fide were 
left Pillars of the natural Rock; three at each of the for¬ 
mer and two at the latter. 

About half a mile to the Southward of the forefaid An¬ 
tiquities there flood in view two Towers. But it grow¬ 
ing dark, we were forced to defer our examination of 
them till the next Morning. Our whole Stage this day 
exceeded not fix hours. 

Monday , March 8. 

Having palled over a reftlefs night, in a marlhy and 
unwhollome ground, we got up very early; in order to 
take a nearer view of the two Towers laft mention’d. We 
found them to be Sepulchral Monuments, ere&ed over 
two ancient Burying places. They flood at about ten 
yards diftance from each other, and their lhape and fa- 
ibrick is reprelented in the figures (a) and (b). 

The Tower (a) was thirty three foot high. Its longeft 
Stone or Pedeftal was ten foot high, and fifteen fquare: 
The fiiperftru&ure upon which was firft a tall Stone in 
form of a Cylinder; and then another Scone cut in lhape 
of a Pyramid. 

The other Tower (b) was thirty foot and two inches 
high. Its Pedeftal was in height fix foot; and fixteen 
foot fix inches fquare. It was fupported by four Lyons 
carv’d one at each corner of the Pedeftal. The carving 
had been very rude at bell; but was now rendred by time 
much worle. The upper part rear’d upon the Pedeftal 
was all one fingle ftone, in fafhion as is reprefentedin the 
figure (b). 


Each 
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Each of thefe barbarous Monuments had under it fe- 
veral Sepulchers; the entrances into which were on the 
South fide. It coft us fome time and pains to get into 
them; the Avenues being obftruded,firft with Briars, and 
.Weeds, and then with Dirt. But however we remov'd 
both thefe obftacles; encouraging our felves with the 
hopes, or rather making our felves merry with the fancy 
of hidden treafure. But as foon as we were enter’d into 
the Vaults, we found that our golden Imaginations ended 
(as all worldly hopes and proje&s do at laft) in daft, and 
putrefadion. But however that we might not go away 
without fome reward for our pains, we took as exad a 
furvey as we could of thefe Chambers of darknels; which 
were difoos’d in fuch manner as is exprefs’d in the fol¬ 
lowing figures. 

The Chambers under the Tower (a) lay as is repre- 
fented in the firft figure. Goingdown feven or eight fteps, 
you come to the mouth of the Sepulcher; where crawling 
in you arrive in the Chamber (i) which is nine foot two 
inches broad and eleven foot long. Turning to the right 
hand, and going thro’ a narrow paftage you come to the, 
Room (2) which is eight foot broad and ten long. In this! 
Chamber are feven Cells for Corpfes, viz. two over againfe’ 
the entrance, four on the left hand and one unfinifh’d on 
the right. Thefe Cells were hewn ditedly into the firm 
Rock. We meafured feveral of them, and found them 
eight foot and a half in length, and three foot three inches 
fquare. I would not infer from hence that the Corpfes 
depofited here, were of fuch a Gigantick fize,as to fill up 
fuch large Coffins: Tho’ atthe lame time, why ffiouldanji 
Men be fo prodigal of their labour, as to cut thefe Caverns, 
into fo hard a Rock as this was, much farther than ne- 
cefliity requir’d? 

On the other fide of the Chamber (1) was a narrow 
palfage feven foot long leading into the Room (3) whofe 
dimen lions were nine foot injjreadth and twelve in length. 
It had eleven Cells of fomewhat a lels fize than the for¬ 
mer lying at equal diftances all round about it. 

Paffihg 
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Paffing out of the Room (1) foreright you have two 
narrow entrances,each (even foot long, into the Room (4). 
This Apartment was nine foot fquare: It had no Cells in 
it like the others; Nor any thing elfe remarkable, but 
only a Bench, cut all along its fide on the left hand. 
From the defcription of this Sepulcher, it is eafy to con¬ 
ceive the difpofition of the other; which is reprefented 
in the figure (y. <S). The height of the Rooms in both, 
was about fix foot; and the Towers were Built each over 
the innertnoft Room of the Sepulchers, to which it be- 
lpnged. 

~At about the diftance of a furlong from this place, we 
defcern’d another Tower, refembling this laft defcrib’d. 
It was erefted likewife over a Sepulcher, of which you 
have the delineation in the figure (7) and (8). There was 
this Angularity obfervable in this laft Sepulcher; that its 
Cells were cut into the Rock eighteen foot in length, pof- 
fibly to the intent, that two or three Corpfes might be 
depofited in each of them, at the feet of one another. 
But having a long Stage this day to Tripoli, we thought 
it not feafonable to fpend any more time in this place; 
which might perhaps have afforded us feveral other An¬ 
tiquities. 

And yet for all our hafte, we had hot gone a mile, be¬ 
fore our Curiofity was again arrefted by the obfervation 
of another Tower, which appear'd in a thicket not far 
from the way fide. It was thirty three foot and a half 
high, and thirty one foot fquare; compos’d of huge fquare 
Stones, and adorn’d with a handfome Cornifh all round af 
top. It contain’d only two Rooms one above the other; 
Into both which there were entrances on the North-fide 
thro’ two fquare holes into the Wall. The feparation be¬ 
tween both Rooms, as alfb the covering at the top, was 
made, not of Arch’d-work, but of vaft flat Stones; in 
thicknefs four foot, and fb great an extent, that two of 
them in each place, fufficed to fpread over the whole Fa- 
brick. This was a very ancient Stru&ure, and probably 
a place of Sepulture. 


I mud 
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I mud not forget, that round about the Serpent Foun¬ 
tain, and alfo as far as this laft Tower, we law many Se- 
pulchers,oldFoundations,andother remains of Antiquity. 
From all which it may be affuredly concluded, that here 
mult needs have been ibme famous Habitation in ancient 
times: But whether this might be the Ximyra, laid down 
by Strabo hereabouts (or as Pliny calls it. Lib. j. Nat., 
Hift. Cap. 20. Simyra) the fame poffibly with the Country 
of the Zemarites, mention'd in conjundion with the 
Arvadites , Gen. io. 18. I leave to others to difcufs. 

Having quitted our felves of thefe Antiquities, we en¬ 
ter’d into a fpacious Plain, extending to a vaft breadt^, 
between the Sea and tbeMountains; and in length reacd- 
ing almoft as far as Tripoli. The People of the Country 
call it Junta , that is, the Plain ; which name they give it 
by way of Etninency, upon account of its, vaft extent. 
We were full feven hours in pafhng it j and found it all 
along exceeding fruitful, by reaion of the many Rivers 
and the great plenty of Water, which it enjoys. Of thefe 
Rivers the firft is about fix hours before you come to Tri¬ 
poli. It has a Stone-bridge over it, of three large Arches; 
and is the biggeft Stream in the whole Plain: For which 
reafon it goes by the name of Nabor il Kibber, or the great 
River. About half an hour farther you come tolanother 
River, called Nabor Abrojb , or the Leper’s River. In 
three quarters of an hour more you pafs a third River, 
called Nabor Acchar, having a handlome Stone-bridge, of 
one very large Arch, laid over it. Two good hours more 

brings you to a fourth River, called-or the cold 

Waters, with a bridge of three Arches over it. From 
hence you have two good hours more to Tripoli. I took 
the more exad account of all thefe Streams to the intent 
that I might give fome light, for the better decidingthat 
difference, which is found in Geographers, about the place 
of the River Eleutberus. The Moderns, all with one 
confent, give that name to a River between Tyre and 
Sidon, called by the Turks Cafimeer. But this contra- 
dids the univerfal teftimony of the Ancients, who place 

Elen- 
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Eleutherus more Northward. Strabo will have it Ibme- 
wbere between Orthofia and Tripoli, as a boundary di¬ 
viding Syria from Phanicia (p. yi8.) Pliny places it near 
Orthofia, emptying it felf into the Sea over againft Aradus, 
Nat. Hifi. Lib. y. C. 20. The Writer of the Maccabees 
1 Macc. 12.25. 30. lays it in the Land of Hamath ; which 
Country, whatever it were, was certainly without the bor¬ 
ders oflfirael, as appears from the lame Author. To this 
Jofephus agrees, placing Eleutherus to the North of Si- 
don, as may be colle&ed from him. Lib. 14. Antiq. Jud. 
Cap. 7. 8 . where, fpeaking of Mark, Anthony’s donation to 
Cleopatra , he reports, how that Extravagant Gallant gave 
her all the Cities between Eleutherus and Egypt, except 
Tyre and Sidon. Ptolemy as cited by Terranius, places it 
yet more Northerly, between Orthofia and Balnea. From 
all which it is evident, that this cannot be the true an¬ 
cient Eleutherus which the Moderns aflign for it. But 
that Name is rather to be afcrib’d to one of thefe Rivers, 
eroding the Plain of Junta : Or elfe (if Pliny’s Authority 
may be rely’d upon) to that River (now dry) which I 
mention’d a little on this fide of Tortofa, and which has 
it’s Mouth almoft oppofite to Aradus. But I will not 
determine any thing in this point, contenting my leIf to 
have given an account of the feveral Rivers as we pafs’d 
them. 

Tuefday, Mar. p. 

Drawing towards Tripoli, our Muliteers were afraid 
to advance, left their Beafts might be prels'd for publick 
fervice; as they were afterwards, in fpight of all their cau¬ 
tion, to our great vexation. So we left them in the Plain 
of Junta, and proceeded our felves for TripoVt; where 
we arriv'd about Sun-let. Our whole Stage this day was 
ten hours. 

At Tripoli we repos’d a full week, being very gene- 
roufly entertain’d by Mr Francis Haflings the Conful, 
and Mr John Ft/ber Merchant; theirs being the only En- 
glilh Houle in Tripoli. 


D 


Tripoli 
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Tripoli h ffeated about half an hour from the Sea. The 
major part of the City lies between two Hills; one pn the 
Eaft, on Which is a Caftle commanding the place; another 
on the Weft, between the City and the Sea. This latter is 
laid to have been at firft rais’d and to be ftili enereas’d by 
the dayly acceflion of Sand, blown to it from the Shore: 
Upon wh ich occafion there goes aProphecy,that the whole 
City (hall in time be Buried with this Sandy Hill. But the 
Turks feem not very apprehenfive of this predi&ion j for 
inftead of preventing the growth of theHill, they fuffer it 
to take its Courfe, and make it a place of pleafure whidi 
they would have little inclination to do, did they appre¬ 
hend it were fometime to be their Grate. 

Wednefday, March 2. 

This day we were all treated by Mr Ft/her in the Cam* 
pagnia. The place where we dined was a narrow plea- 
fant Valley by a River’s fide, diftant from the City about 
a Mile Eaftward. A-crois the Valley there runs from 
Hill to Hill a handfome lofty aqueducft, carrying upon 
it ib large a body of Water, as fuffices the whole City. 
Jt was called the Princes-bridge, {oppos'd to hate been 
Built by Qodfrey of Bulloign . 

Thurfday,Mar. 11. 

This day we all ditied atOonful Hafling s’s Houle, and 
after dinner, went to wait upon Oflan the Bajfa of Tripoli, 
hating firft lent our Prefent,as the manner is amongftthe 
Turks, to procure a propitious reception. 

It is counted uncitil to vifit in this Country without 
an offering in hand. All great Men expeft jt as a kind of 
Tribute due to their Chara&et and Authority; and look 
upon themfelves as affronted, and indeed defrauded,wheu 
this compliment isomitted.E venin familiarVifits amongft 
inferiour people, you (hall ieldom have them come with¬ 
out bringing a Flower, or an Orange, or fame other fuch 
token of their refpeft to the perfon vifited: The Turks 
in this point keeping up the ancient Oriental Cuftora 

hinted, 
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hinted, 1 Sam. 9. 7. If we go (fays Saul) what /hall we 
brit^g the man of God ? there is not a prefent, &c. which 
wards are queltionleft to be underftood in conformity to 
this Eaftern Cuftom, as relating to a token of Refped, 
and not a price of Divination. 

Frjdaj, Mar. 12. 

In the Afternoon we went to vifit Bell-Mount a Con¬ 
vent of Greeks, about two hours to the Southward of 
Tripoli. It was founded by one of the Earls of Tripoli, 
and (lands upon a very high Rocky Mountain, looking 
over the Sea; a place of very difficult alcent, tho' made 
as acceffible as it was capable by the labour of the poor 
Monks. It was our fortune to arrive there juft as they 
were going to their Evening Service. Their Chappel is 
large But obfeure j and the Altar is inclos’d withCancelli, 
fo as not to be approach’d by any one but the Prieft, ac¬ 
cording to the falhionof the Greek Churches. They call 
their Congregation together, by beating a kind of a tune 
with two Mallets on a long pendulous piece of plank at 
the Church door ; Bells being an abomination to the 
Turks. 

Their (ervice confided in precipitate, and very irreve¬ 
rent chattering of certain Prayers and Hymns to our Weft- 
led Saviour, and to the bleffed Virgin, and in fome dark 
Ceremonies the Prieft that officiated fpent at lead: one 
third part of his 'time, in compaffing the Altar, and per¬ 
fuming it with a pot of Incenfe, and then going all round 
the Congregation flinging his Incenfe-pot backward and 
forward, and tendringits fmoak with three repeated Vi¬ 
brations to every Perfon prefent. Towards the end of 
the Service, there was brought into the body of the 
Church, a fmall Table, cover’d with a fair linnen Cloth, 
on which were plac’d five fmall Cakes of Bread croft way 
in this form and in the Center of each Cake was fix’d 
a fmall lighted wax Taper, a hole in the Cake (ervingfor 
a Socket. 

D a 
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At this Ceremony,the Prieft read the Gofpel concerning 
our Lord’s feeding the Multitude with five Loaves. After 
'which, the Bread was carried into the Cancelli, and be¬ 
ing there fuddainly broke to bits, was again brought out 
in a Basket, and prefented to every one in the Aflembly, 
that he might take a little. After this Collation, the 
Prieft pronounc’d the Bleffing, and fo the Service ended. 
On both fides of the body of the Church, were feats for 
the Monks, in the nature of the flails for the Fellows of 
Colleges in Oxford ; and on each hand of every feat were 
placed Crutches. Thefe you find in like manner in moll 
Churches of this Country. Their ufe is for the Prieft to 
lean upon: The Service being lometimesfo long, that they 
cannot well ftay it out,without the alfiftance of fuch eafe- 
ments; for they are not permitted by their Rubrick to fit 
down. The younger Monks, who perhaps may have no 
great occafion for thefe fepporters, do yet delight to ufe 
them (as the Spaniards do Spectacles) not for any necef- 
ficy, but in affe&ation of gravity. 

The Monks of this Convent were, as I remember, forty 
in all. We found them feemingly a very good natur’d, 
and induftrious, but certainly, a very ignorant People. 
For I found upon enquiry, they could not give any man¬ 
ner of Rationale of their ownDivine Service. And to /hew 
their extream fimplicity, I cannot omit a complement 
made to the Conful by the chief of them, viz., that he was 
as glad to fee him, as if he had beheld the Mejftab him- 
felf coming in perfon to make a vifit to him. 

Nor is this ignorance to be much wondred at ; for what 
Intervals of time they have between their hours of De¬ 
votion, they are forced to fpend, not in Study, but in 
menaging of their Flocks, cultivating their Land, prun¬ 
ing their Vineyards, and other labours of Husbandry, 
which they accomplilh with their own hands. This toyl 
they are obliged to undergo, not only to provide for their 
own fuftenance, but alfo that they may be able to fatisfy 
the unreafonable exadions, which the greedy Turks, upon 
every pretence they can invent, are ready to impofe upon 
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them. But that it may be the better guefs’d what fort of 
Men thefe Greek Monks are, I will add this farther indi¬ 
cation, via.. that the lame Perfon, whom we law officiating 
at the Altar, in his embroyder’d Sacerdotal Robe, brought 
us .the next day, on his own back, a Kid, and a Goat’s 
Skin of Wine, as a Prefent from the Convent. 

Saturday , Mar. 13. 

This Morning we went again tp wait upon Oftan Bajfa 
by his own appointment ; and were entertain’d as before 
with great Courtefy. For you mult know that the Turks 
are not fo ignorant of Civility, aud the Arts of endear¬ 
ment, but that they can pra&ice them with as much 
exa&nels, as any other Nation, whenever they have a 
mind to Ihew themfelves obliging. For the better appre¬ 
hending of which, it may not be improper, nor unpjea- 
fant here to defcribe the Ceremonies of a Turkilh vifit, 
as far as they have ever fallen under my obfervation, ei¬ 
ther upon this or any other occafions. 

When you would make a vifit to a Perfon of Quality 
here, you mull fend one before with a Prefent to bel'peak 
your admiffion, and to know at what hour your coming 
may be moft feafonable. Being come to the Houfe, the 
Servants receive you at the outermoft Gate, and condu& 
you towards their Lord or Mailer’s Apartment; other 
Servants (I liippole of better rank) meeting you in the 
way, at their leveral ftations, as you draw nearer to the 
Perfon you vifit. Coming into his Room, you find him 
prepar’d to receive you, either Handing at the edgeof the 
Duan, or elfe lying down at one corner of it, according 
as he thinks it proper to maintain a greater or lefs diftin- 
&ion. Thefe Duans are a fort of low llages, feated in 
the pleafanteft part of the Room, elevated about fixteen 
or eighteen inches or more above the floor. They are 
fpread with Carpets, and furnilhed all round with Bolfters 
for leaning upon. Upon thefe the Turks cat, fleep, fmoak, 
receive vifits, fay their prayers, &c f Their whole delight 

is 
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is in lolling upon them,and in furnifhing them richly out, 

is their greateft luxury. 

Being come to the fide of the Duan, you flip off your 
Shoes, and ftepping up take your place; which you mud 
do firft at fome diftance, and upon your knees, laying 
your hand very formally before you. Thus you mull 
remain, till the Man of Quality invites you to draw nearer, 
and to put your felf in an eafier pofture, leaning upon the 
Bolder. Being thus fix’d, he difcourles with you as the 
occafion offers; the Servants Handing round all the while 
in a great number, and with the profoundeft refpeft, fi- 
lence and order imaginable. When you have talk’d over 
your bufinefs, or the complements,or whatever other cpn- 
cern brought you thither, he makes a fign to have things 
ferv’d in for the entertainment; which is generally a little 
Sweetmeat, a difh of Sherbet, and another of Coffee: All 
which are immediately brought in by the Servants, and 
tender’d to all the Guefts in order, with the greated care 
and awfulnefs imaginable. And they have reafon to look 
well to it; for fhbuld any Servant make but the lead flip 
or miflake, either in delivering or receiving his di/h, it 
might cod him fifty, perhaps one hundred drtfbs on his 
bare feet, toattone for his crime. At lad comes the finish¬ 
ing part of your Entertainment, which is perfuming the 
Beards of the Company; a Ceremony, which is perform’d 
in this manner. They have for this purpofe a fmall Sil¬ 
ver Chaffing-difh, cover’d with a lid full of holes, and 
fixed upon a handfome plate. In this they put fome frelh 
Coals, and upon them a piece of Lignum Aloes, and then 
fhutting it up,the fmoak immediately afeends with a grate¬ 
ful Odour thro’ the holes of the cover. This fmoak is 
held under every one’s Chin, and offer’d as it were afacri- 
face to his Beard. The bridly Idol foon perceives the re* 
verence done to it, and fo greedily takes in and incorpo¬ 
rates the gummyfteam,that it retains the favour of it, and 
mayforve for a nofegay a good while after. 

This Ceremony may perhaps feem ridiculous at firft 
hearing: But it paffes among the Turks for an high gra¬ 
tification. 
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tification. And I will lay this in its vindication, that it's 
defign Is very wife and ufeful. For it is underftood to 
give a civil difcniffion to the vififants; intimating to them, 
that the Matter of the Houle has bufinefs to do, or lome 
other avocation, that permits them to go away afloon as 
they pleafe, and the fooner after this Ceremony the better. 
By this means you may, at any time, without offence, de¬ 
liver your felf from being detain’d from your affairs by 
tedious arid unfeafonable vilijts; and from being conftrain’d 
to ulethat piece of Hypocrily, lb common in the world, 
of prelfing thofe to ftay longer with you, whom perhaps 
in your heartyou wilh a great way off for having troubled 
you fo long already. But of this enough. 

Having dilcharged our vifit to Ofian Bajfa we Rid out 
after Dinner to view the Marine. It is about half an hour 
dittant from the City. The Port is an open Sea, rather 
than an enclos’d Harbour: However it is in part defended 
from the force of the waves, by two fmall Hlands about 
two leagnes out from the Shore; Oneof which is call’d 
the Bird, the other th e.Gonej ljland, being fo named from 
the Creatures which they leverally produce. For its fe- 
curity from gyrates, it has feveral Cattles or rather fquare 
Towers, Built all-along,Upon the Shore at convenient dl- 
ftances. They are (I think) fix in number, but at pre- 
fent void of all manner of force both of Men and Am¬ 
munition. 

In tire Fields near the Shore appear’d many heaps of 
Ruins and Pillarsof Granite, and feveral other Indications 
that here mutt have been anciently fome confiderable 
Buildings this way. Which agrees very well with what 
Cafdubon in his Notes upon Strabo ( p. 2x3.) quotes out 
of Diodorus, viz., that the place call’d Tripoli, was an¬ 
ciently a clutter of three Cities Handing at a furlong’s di- 
ftance from each other; of which the firft was a Seat of 
the Aradii, the fecond of the Sidonians, the third of the 
Tyrians. And from hence it is probable, that Tripoli was 
a Name given at firft to three diftind, but adjacent places, 
and not to one City; bailf (as is ulually laid ) by the 

mingled 
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mingled intereft of Tyre, Sidon, and Aradus: It being 
hard to conceive, how three fuch independent Common¬ 
wealths Aiould thus concur in the Founding of one City 
between them; and harder, how they fliould agree in 
governing it afterward. 

Sunday, Mar. 14. 

We continued ftill in Tripoli. 

Monday, Mar. if. 

Refolving to profecute our [ourney this day, we had 
given orders to our Muliteers Ibme time before, to be 
ready to attend us. But they had been fo frighted by the 
Bajfa of Sidon s Servants, who were abroad in queft of 
Mules, for the fervice of their Mafter, that they were run 
away, and could not be heard , of. A difappointtnent 
which gave us much vexation, and left us to no other re¬ 
medy, but only to fupply our felves with frefh ^eafts, 
where we could find them. 

Having after much trouble, put our felves in a new 
pofture of Travelling, we parted from Tripoli ut three of 
the Clock in the Afternoon; proceeding clof-by the Sea, 
we came in one hour and a half to Callernwe, a fmall 
Village juft under Bell-Mount. From hence putting for¬ 
ward till near eight of the Clock, we came to an high 
Promontory, which lay dire&ly crofs our way, and broke 
off abruptly at the Sea fide, with a Cape very high, and 
almoft perpendicular. In order to pais this Barrier, we 
turn’d up on the left hand, into a narrow Valley thro’ 
which our Road lay; and it being now late, we took 
up our Quarters there under Ibme Olive Trees, having 
come in all about five hours. 

The Promontory which terminated our Journey,feems 
to be that called by * Strabo rb to Qti n&oumv, or the fact 
of God, aflign’d by that Author for the end of Mount J> 
banus. Between this place and Tripoli he mentions like- 
■wile a City called Trieris: But of this we faw no foot* 

• Strah. lib. 1 6, Vtmf Mf/a. lib. i. cap. 12. 


fteps, 
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ftejjs, unlefs you will allow for fuch, fome Sepulchers 
which we law cut in the Rocks, about one hour and a 
half before we arrived at the Promontory. 

Tuefday , Mar. 16. 

We were no fooner in motion this Morning, but we 
were engaged in the difficult work of eroding over the 
fbremention d Cape. The Pafs over it lies about a mile up 
from the Sea. We found it very deep and rugged; but 
in an hour or thereabout matter'd, it, and arriv'd in a nar¬ 
row Valley on the other fide, which brought the Sea open 
to us again. Near the entrance of this Valley (lands a 
finall Fort, ere&ed upon a Rock perpendicular on all fides, 
the Walls of the Buildings being juft adequate to the fides 
of the Rock, and Teeming almott of one continued piece 
with them. This Cattle is called Temfeida , and commands 
the paflage into the Valley. 

In about half an hour from this place, we came even 
with Patnme j a place efteem’d to be the ancient Botrus. 
It is fituate dofe by the Sea, and our Road lying fome- 
what higher up in the Land, we diverted a little out of the 
way to fee it. We found in it fome remains of an old 
Church and a Monaftery: But thefe are now perfedly 
ruin'd and defolate; as is likewife the whole City. Nor 
is there any thing left in it, to teftify it has been a place 
of any great confideration. 

In three hours more we came to Gibyle , call’d by the 
Greeks Byblus, a place once famous for the Birth and Tem¬ 
ple of Adonis. It is pleafantly fituated by the Sea fide. 
At prefent it contains but a little extent of ground, but 
yet more than enough for the finall number of its Inhabi¬ 
tants. It is compaffed with a dry Ditch, and a Wall, with 
ftjuare Towers in it at about every forty yards diftance. 
On its South fide it has an old Cattle; within it,is a Church, 
exa&ly of the lame figure with that at Tortofa, only not 
fo entire as that. Befides this it has nothing remarkable, 
tho’ anciently it was a place of no mean extent, as well 
as beauty j as may appear from the many heaps of Ruins, 
* ' E and 
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and the fine Pillars that are fcatter’d up and down in the 
Gardens near the Town, 

Gibyle is probably the Country of the Giblites, men¬ 
tion’d Jojh. 13. y. King Hiram tnade.afe.of the People of 
this place in preparing Materials for Solomons Temple; as 
may be collected from the fir ft of King's, y. 18. where the 
word which our Tranllator hath render’d fotue-fquatsit 
in the Hebrew is CZ 3 » 72 i Gibhm, or Giblites, and in the 
LXXII Interpreters B#ww, that is the Men of Bjbks: 
the former ufing the Hebrew, the latter the Greek Name 
of this place. The fame difference tnay be obferved like- 
wi fzEzek- 27.s>. where this place is again mention’d. The 
Ancients of Gebal, fays our Tranflation, following the He¬ 
brew; inftead of which you read in the LXXII again m 
<ofw(iinoi Bi vGhim. the Elders of Bjbli or Byblus. 

Leaving Gihyle we came in one hour to a fair large 
River, with a Stone Bridge over it, of only one Arch, but 
that exceeding wide and lofty. To this River the Turks 
give the Name of Ibrahim Baffa ; but it is doubtkis the 
ancient River Adonis, fb famous for the Idolatrous Rites 
perform’d here in lamentation of Adorns. Upon the bank 
of this Stream we took up our Quarters for the following 
Night, having come this day about fix hours. We had a 
very tempeftuous night both of Wind and Rain, almoft 
without ceffation, and with fo great violence, that our 
Servants were hardly able to keep up our Tents over 
us. But however, this Accident which gave us fo much 
trouble in the night, made us amends with a curiofity, 
which it yielded us an opportunity of beholding the nett 
Morning. 

Wednefdaj, Mar. 17. 

For by this means we had the fortune to fee what may 
be fuppofed to be the occafion of that Opinion which 
Lucian relates, concerning this River, viz. That this 
Stream, at certain foafbns ofthe Year, efpecially about the 
Feaft of Adonis, is of a bloody colour; which the Hea¬ 
thens looked upon as proceeding from a kind of Sympathy 
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in the River, for the Death of Adonis, who was killed by 
a wild Boar in the Mountains, out of which this Stream 
rifes. Something like this we faw a dually come to pals; 
for the Water was Itain’d to a furprifing rednefs; and, as 
we obferv’d in Travelling, had diicolour’d the Sea a great 
way into a reddifli hue, occafion’d doubtlels by a lort of 
Minium, or red Earth, walhed intp the River by the vio¬ 
lence of the Rain, and not by any ftain from Adonis's 
Blood. 

In an hour and a quarter from this River we palled over 
the foot of the Mountain Climax, where, having gone 
thro’ a very rugged and uneven Pafs, we came into a large 
Bay called Jama. At the firft entrance into the Bay, is an 
old Stone Bridge, which appoints the limits between the 
two Baflalicks of Tripoli ana Sidon. At the bottom of the 
Bay are exceeding high and fteep Mountains, between 
which and the Sea, the Road lies. Thefe are the Moun¬ 
tains of Caftravan, chiefly inhabited by Maronites, famous / 
for a growth of excellent Wine. The Maronite Bifhop of 
Aleppo has here his refidence in a Convent, of which he is 
the Guardian. We law many other fmall Convents on 
the top of thefe Mountains. One of which call’d Ooz.hr 
was, as we were here told, in the hands of ten or twelve 
Latin Fryars. Towards the further fide of the Bay, we 
came to a fquare Tower, or Caflle, of which kind there 
are many all along upon the Coaft for feveral days Jour¬ 
ney from this place: They are laid to have been built by 
the Emprefs Helena, for the protection of the Country 
from Pirates. At this Tower is to be paid a fourth *Ca- 
phar. It is receiv’d by Marottites, a pack of Rogues more 
exacting and infolent hi their office, than the very Turks 
themfeives. A little beyond this place, we came to a 
Road cut thro’ the Rocks, wh-kh brought us out of the 
Bay, having been one hour and a’quartet in compafling it. 
In an hour more fpent upon a very rugged way, dole by 
the Sea, we came to the River Lycus, call’d alfo fome- 
titne Cams, and by the Turks at this day Nabor Kelp. 

* Half ptr Franck, quarter per Servant. 

E 2 It 
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It derives its Name from an Idol in the form of a Dog 
or Wolf, which was worlhiped, and is faid to have 
pronounc’d Oracles at this place; The Image is pre¬ 
tended to be ihewn to ftrangers at this day, lying in the 
Sea with its heels upward: I mean the Body of it j for its 
Oracular head is reported to have been broken off, and 
carry’d to Venice , where (if fame be true) it may be feen 
at this day. 

I know not by what miftake feveral modern Geogra¬ 
phers confound this River with Adonis, making them to 
be one and the fame; whereas the contrary is apparent, 
both from experimental obfervation, and from the Au¬ 
thority of Ancient Geographers. 

This River iffues into the Sea from between two Moun¬ 
tains exceflive fteep and high; and fo rocky that they 
feem to confift each of one entire Stone. For eroding the 
River, you go up between thefe Mountains about a Bow* 
{hot from the Sea, where you have a good Bridge of four 
Arches; near the foot of which, is a piece of white Marble 
inlaid in the fide of a Rock, with an Arab Inlcription on 
it, intimating its Founder to have been the Emir Focur- 
dine (of whom I lhall have occafion to {peak more when 
I come to Beroot .) Being pafled the River you immediately 
begin to afcend the Mountain, or rather great Rock on 
the other fide. To accomodate the paflage you have a 
path of above two yards breadth cut along its fide, at a 
great height above the Water ; being the work of the 
Emperour Antoninus. For the Promontory allowing no 
Paffege between it and the Sea, at bottom, that Empe¬ 
rour undertook with incredible labour, to open this way 
above. The memory of which good work is perpetuated 
by an Infcription engraven on a Table plain’d in the fide 
of the natural Rock, m^far from the entrance into the 
way. As follows. 


imp: 
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IMP: caes: m; AURELIUS 
ANTONINUS, PIUS, FELIX, AUGUSTUS 
parth: max: brit: germ: maximus 
PONTI FEX MAXIMUS 
MONTIBUS IMMINENTIBUS 
LYCO FLUMINI CAESIS VIAM DILATAVIT 
P E R— (furpojely erafed) — 

ANTON INIANAM SUAM 

A little higher up in the way are inlcrib'd thefe words 

INVICTE imp: ANTONINE P: FELIX AUG: 
MULTIS ANNIS IMPERa! 

In pafBng this way, we obferv’d, in the fides of the Rock 
above us, feveral Tables of figures carv’d; which feem’d 
to promiie fomething of Antiquity. To be fatisfied of 
which, fbme of us clamber’d up to the place, and found 
there feme figns as if the old way bad gone in that Region, 
before Antoninus cut the other more convenient paflagea 
little lower. In feveral places hereabouts, we law ftrange 
antique figures of men,carv'd in thenaturalRock,inMezzo 
Relievo, and in bignefs equal to the 
life. Clofe by each figure was a large 
Table plain’d in the fide of the Rock, 
and border’d round with Mouldings. 

Both the Effigies and the Tables ap- 

{ »eaf’d to have been anciently in- 
crib’d all over: But the chara&ers 
are now fo defac’d, that nothing but 
the footfteps of them were vifible. 

Only there was one of the figures 
that had both its lineaments and its 
infcriptions enpre. 

It was our unhappinefs to have at this place a very 
violent ftorm of Thunder and Rain, which made our 
Company too much in hafte tomake any longer ftay here. 
By which misfortune I was prevented, to my great Regret, 
from copying the Infeription, and making fuch an exa& 

fcrutiny 
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fcrutiny into this Antiquity as it feem’d very well to de- 
ferve. I hope fome curious Traveller or other will have 
better fiiccefs in paffing this way hereafter. The Figures 
feem’d to refemble Mmnmys, and were perhaps the repre- 
fentation of fome perfonfc buried hereabout - t whofe Sepul¬ 
chers might probably alfo be difcover’d by the diligent 
Obferver. 

The Antonim way extends about a quarter of an hours 
Travel. It is at prefent fo broken and uneven, that, to 
fepair it, would require nt> lefs labour, than that, where-- 
with it was at firft made. After this Pafs you come upon 
a fmooth Tandy Shore, which brings you in about one 
hour and a half to the River Beroot, (for t could learn no 
ocher Name it had:) It is a large River, and has over its 
Stone Bridge of fix Arches. On its other fide is a plain 
Field near the Sea, which is faid to be the Stage on which 
St George duell'd and kill’d the Dragon. In memory of 
this Atchievement, there is afmall Chappel built upon the 
place, dedicated at firft to that Chriftian Hero; but now 
perverted to a Molque. From hence in an hourwe arrived 
at Beroot, very wet by reafon of the long and fevereRain. 
However we found here the flicker of a good Kjm by 
the Sea fide, and there we took up our Quarters, Out 
whole Stage this day was about fix hours and a half, 

Tharfday, March 18. 

The day following we (pent at Beroot ; being credibly 
inform’d that the River Damer , which lay in our nett 
Stage, was lo fwoln by the late Rains that it would be im* 
paffable. This place was call’d anciently Berjtat', from 
which the Idol Baal Berith is fttppofed to have had its 
Name. And afterwards being greatly efteeto’d by A»‘ 
guflus, had many Privileges confer’d upon it; and toge¬ 
ther with them a new Name, vitc..Julia Felix. But at pre¬ 
fent, it retains nothing of its ancient felicity, except the 
fituation; and in that particular it is indeed very happy-' 
It is feated on the Sea-fide, in a foil fertile and delightful, 
rais’d only fo high above the fait Water, as to befecurt 

from 
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from its overflowings, and all other noxious and unwhol- 
fome effe&s of that Element. It has the benefit of good 
frefh Springs flowing down to it from the adjacent Hiils, 
and dil'penfed all over the City, in convenient, and not 
unhandfome Fountains. But befides thefe advantages of 
its fituation, it has at prefent nothing elfe to boaft of. 

The Emir Faccardine had his chief residence in this 
place. He was in the Reign of Sultan Morat } the fourth 
Emir } or Prince of the Drufes ; a people fuppos’d to have 
defcended from fome difpers'd remainders of thofe Chri- 
ftian Armies, that engaged in the Crufades, for the reco¬ 
very of the Holy-Land: Who afterwards, being totally 
routed, and defpairing of a return to their native Country 
again, betook, them felves to the Mountains hereabout; in 
which their defendants have continued ever fince. Fac¬ 
cardine being (as I faid) Prince of thefe People, was not 
contented to be penn’d up in the Mountains; but by his 
power and artifice, enlarged his Dominions down into the 
plain all along the Sea Coaft as far as from this place to 
Acre. At laft the Grand Seignior growing jealous of fuch 
a growing power, drove the wild Beaft back again to the 
Mountains, from whence he had broke loofe; and there 
his pofterity retain their Principality to this day. 

We went to view the Palace of this Prince, which Hands 
on the North Eaft part of the City. At the entrance of 
it is a Marble Fountain, of greater beauty than is ufual- 
ly feen in Turkey. The Palace within confifts of feveral 
Courts, all now run much to ruin; or rather perhaps 
never finifh’d. The Stables, Yards for Horfes, Dens for 
Lyons and other Salvage Creatures, Gardens, &c. are fuch 
as would not be unworthy of the Quality of a Prince in 
Cbriftendom, were they wrought up to that perfe&ion of 
which they are capable, and to which they ieem to have 
been defign’d by their firll Contriver. 

But thebeft fight that this Palace affords, and the wor- 
thieft to be remember'd, is the Orange Garden. It contains 
a large Quadrangular plat of ground, divided into fixteen 
lefler fquares, four in a row, with walks between them. 

The 
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The walks are /haded with Orange T rees,ofa large fpread- 
ing fize, and all of fo fine a growth both for ftem and. 
head, that one cannot imagine any thing more perfedfc in 
this kind. They were, at the time when we were there, 
as it were, guilded with Fruit, hanging thicker upon them 
than ever I faw Apples in England. Every one of thefe fix- 
teen lelfer fquares in the Garden was border’d with ftone; 
and in the ftone-work were Troughs very Artificially con¬ 
triv’d, for conveying the Water all over the Garden: There 
being little Outlets cut at every Tree, for the Stream, as it 
pafs'd by, to flow out, and water it. Were this place un¬ 
der the Cultivation of an Engli/h Gardner, it is impoflible 
any thing could be made more delightful. But thefe Hejpe- 
rides were put to no better ufe, when we law them, than 
to ferve as a fold for Sheep and Goats; infomuch that in 
many places they were up to the knees in dirt: So little 
fenfe have the Turks of fuch refin’d delights as thefe ; 
being a people generally of the grofleftapprehenfion, and 
knowing few other pleafures, but fuch fenfualities, as are 
equally common both to Men andBeafts. On the Eaft fide 
of this Garden were two Terrace walks rifing one above the 
other, each of them having an afcent to it of twelve fteps. 
They had both feveral fine fpreading Orange Trees upon 
them, to make /hades in proper places. And at the North 
end they led into Booths, and Summer-houfes, and other 
Apartments, very delightful: this place being defign’d by 
Faccardine for the chief feat of his pleaiure. 

It may perhaps be wonder’d, how this Emir /hould be 
able to contrive any thing fo elegant and regular as this 
Garden; feeing the Turki/h Gardens are ufually nothing 
elfe but a confus’d mifeellany of Trees, jumbled together 
without either Knots, Walks, Arbours, or any thing of art 
ordefign, fo that they feem like Thickets rather than Gar¬ 
dens. But Faccardine had been in Italy , where he had 
feen things of another nature, and knew well how to copy 
them in his own Country. For indeed it appears by thefe 
remains of him, that he muft needs have been a Man much 
above the ordinary level of a Turki/h Genius. 


In 
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In another Garden we faw feveralPedeftals for Statues; 
from whence it may be inferr'd, that this Emir was no 
very zealous Mahometan. At one Corner of the fame Gar¬ 
den Hood a Tower of about fixty foot high; defign'd to 
ha ve been carried to a much greater elevation for a W atch- 
Tower, and for that end built with an extraordinary 
ftrength, its walls being twelve foot thick. From this 
Tower we had a view of the whole City: Amongft other 
Profpe&s it yielded us the fight of a largeChriftianChurch, 
faid to have been at lirft confecrated to St John the Evan- 
gelift. But, it being now ufurp’d by the Turks for their 
chief Mofque, we could not be permitted to fee it, other- 
wife than at this diftance. Another Church there is in 
the Town, which feems to be ancient ; but being a very 
mean Fabrickis fiiffer’d to remain ftill in the hands of the 
Greeks • We found it adorn'd with abundance of old 
Pi&ures j Amongft the reft I faw one with this little In¬ 
scription, K**f7w «£j»7W Bnf*ra : And juft by it 

112$ the figure of Neflorius, who commonly makes one 
amongft the Saints painted in the Greek Churches; tho* 
they do not now profefs, nor, I believe, fb much as 
know his Herefy. But that' which appear’d moft ob- 
fervable was a very odd figure of a Saint, drawn at full 
length, with a large Bt-:rd reaching down to his feet. 
The Curate gave us to nnderftand that this was St Ni¬ 
cephoros ; and perceiving that his Beard was the chief ob- 
je<ft of our admiration, he gratified us with rise following 
relation concerning him, viz. That he was a Perfon of the 
moft Eminent Virtues in his time. But his great Mif* 
fortune was, that the Endowments of his Mind were not 
fet off with the outward Ornament of a Beard. Upon 
occafionof which defeft, he fell into a deep Melancholy. 
The Devil taking the advantage of this Prieft, promifed 
to give him that boon which Nature had deny’a, in cafe 
he would comply with his fuggeftions. The Beard lefs 
Saint, tho’ he was very defirous of the reward propos’d, 
yet he would not purchafe it at that rate neither: But re- 
je&ed the previous Bribe with indignation, declaring re- 

F folutely 
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fblutely, that he had rather for ever defpair of his wifh 
than obtain it upon fuch terms. And at the fame time, 
taking in band the downy tuft upon his Chin, to witnefs 
the liability of his refolution (for he had it feems Beard 
enough to fwear by) Behold J as a reward for his con- 
flancy, he found the hair immediately ftretch, with the 
pluck that he gave it. Whereupon finding it in fb good a 
humour,he follow’d the happy Omen: And as young Heirs 
that have been niggardly bred, generally turn Prodigals 
when they come to their Eftates j fo he never defined 
from pulling his Beard, till he had wiredrawn it down 
to his Feet. But enough both of the Beard and the 
Story. At the Eaft end of Bcroot are to be feen feven or 

eight beautiful Pillars of Granite, each-foot long, 

and three in diameter. And over another Gate, not far 
diftant, we found in a piece of Marble, this following 
Infcription; Tw n v&mnf SuJfit imiat euti ata^t 

8 <a&av\is ytirt tu ftf* gqSv/uu: o ts * fu i MS'* yif 79 

fitter yurtnu lAipit THS TOT IIPOSIONTOS 

an ap 02 enno IAS. Such as thefe were the Capi¬ 
tals. It was probably at firft an Altar-Infcription, rela¬ 
ting to the Offertory in the Holy Communion: For its 
fenfe feems to look that way j and 'tis well known that 
the Comers to the BlefTed Sacrament, were call'd by the 
Ancients, by the peculiar Name of oi Dftenrns, as Vele- 
fius proves out of St Chryfoftom. Valef. Not. in Eufeb. Eed. 
Hift. Lib. 7. Cap. p. 

On the South fide, the Town-wall is dill entire, but 
built out of the ruins of the old City, as appears by pieces 
of Pillars and Marble, which help to build it. In one 
piece of Marble Table we faw thefe remaining Letters 
of a Latin Infcription; 


-vs. etia- 

-XI CUM- 

-VS PHOEBUS- 

All the reft being purpofelj erafed. 


A little 
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A little without this Wall, we law many Granite Pillars 
and remnants of MolaickFloors; and in an heap of rubbilh, 
feveral pieces of polifh'd Marble, fragments of Statues, 
and other poor Reiicks* of this City’s ancient Magnifi¬ 
cence. On the Sea fide is an old ruin’d Caftle, and lotne 
remains of a fmall Mole. 

Friday Mar. ip. 

Leaving Beroot, we came in one third of an hour to a 
large Plain extending from the Sea to the Mountains. At 
the beginning of the Plain is a Grove of Pine Trees of 
Faccardine’s . Plantation. We guels'd it to be more than 
half a Mile crols; and lo piealarit, and inviting was its 
lhade, that it was not without fome regret that we pafs’d 
it by. Continuing in this Plain, we faw at a diftance, on 
our left hand, a (mail Village called Suckfoat. It belongs 
to the Drafts, who poffefs at this day a long trad of Moun¬ 
tains, as far as from Caftravan to Carmel. Their prefent 
Prince is Acbmet, Grandfon to Faecardine ; an old Man, 
and one who keeps up the Cuftotn of his Anceftors, of 
turning day into night: An hereditary pradice in his Fa¬ 
mily, proceeding from a traditional perlwafion amongft 
them, that Princes can never fleep fecurely but by day, 
when Mens adions and defigns are beft obferv’d by their 
Guards, and if need be, mofteafily prevented; but that in 
the night it concerns them to be always vigilant, left the 
darknefs, aided by their deeping, fihould give Traitors 
both opportunity andencouragement to affault their Per- 
lons, ana by a Dagger or a Piftol, to make them continue 
their deep longer than they intended when they lay down. 

Two hours from Fatcardint’s Grove brought us to the 
fifth Caphar, and another little hour to the River Darner 
or Tamyras ; the former being its Modem, the latter its 
Ancient Name. It is a River apt to fwell much upon fud- 
dain Rains, in which cafe, precipitating its felf from the 
Mountains with great rapidity, it has been fatal to many 
aPaflenger; amongft the reft, one Monfieur S/wn,Nephew 
to Dr Spon, coming from Jerufalem about four years ago, 

F 2 in 
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in company withfbme EnglifliGentlemen, was,inpaflpf? 
this Stream, hurry'd down by it, and perifhed in the-Sea, 
which lies about a furlong lower than the Paflage. 

We had the good fortune to find the River in a better 
temper; its waters being now afifwaged fince the late Rains. 
However the Country Fellows were ready here, according 
to their Trade, to have affilM us in our Paflage over. In 
order to which, they had very oflicioufly ftripp’d them- 
felves naked againft out coming: And to the end that they 
.tnight oblige us to make ufeof their help, for which they 
will be well paid, they brought us to a place where the 
Water was deepeft, pretending there was no other Paflage 
befides that; which Cheat we law them a&ually impede 
upon fome other Travellers, who came not long after us. 
But we had been advis’d of a place a little higher in the 
River, where the Stream was broader and fliallower, and 
there we eafily pafs’d without their affiftance. Juft by 
this place are the ruins of a Stone-bridge; of which one 
might guefs by the firmnefs of its remains, thatit might 
have been ftill entire, had not thefe Villains brokeit down 
in order to their making their advantages of Paflengers; 
cither conducing them over for good pay, or elfe, if they 
have opportunity, drowning them for their {polls. 

On roe other fide of the River.the Mountains approach 
clofer to the Sea, leaving only a narrow rocky way be¬ 
tween. From Dtimer , in two hours we came to another 
River.of no inconfiderable figure,but not once mention’d 
by any Geographer that I know of.. It Is within one 
hour of Sick*. Its Channel is deep, contains a good 
Stream, and has a large Stone-bridge over it. Speaking 
of this River to the Reverend Father Stephana, Maronite 
Patriarch at Cano bine, he told me it was call'd afwle, and 
had its Fountain near Btrook, a Village in Mount Li-> 
bonus. 

At this River we were met by feveral of the French 
Merchants from Sulim -, they having a Fa&ory there the 
rooft confiderablc of all theirs in the Levant. Being ar¬ 
rived at Sidon, we pitch’d our Tents by a Cittern without 

the 
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the City j but were our felves conduced by tbe French 
Gentlemen to the place of their habitation, which is a 
large Kane clofe by the Sea, where the Conful and all 
the Nation are quarter'd together. Before the front of 
this Kmc is an old Mole running into the Sea with a right 
Angle y it was of no great capacity at bell, but now is ren¬ 
der'd perfectly ufelds,having been purpofely fill'd up with 
rubbiih and earth, by Paccar dine, to prevent the Turkifh 
Galiies from making their unwelcome vifits to this place. 
The Mole being thus deftroy'd, all Ships, that take in 
their Burthen here, are forced to ride at Anchor under 
the Ihelter of a fmall ridge of Rocks, about a Mile diftanc 
from the Ihore on the North fide of the City. Siden is 
ftockt well enough with Inhabitants, bat is very much 
ihrunk from its ancient extent, and more from its fpletv- 
dour; As appears from a great many beautiful Pillars, that 
lie fcatter a up and down the Gardens without the prcfent 
Walls. Whatever Antiquities may at any time have been 
hereabout, they are now all perfedtly obfcur'd and bu¬ 
ried by the Turkilh Buildings.. Upon the South fide of 
the City, on a Hill (lands an old Cattle, faid to have 
been the work of Lewis the ninth of France, furnamed 
the Saint ; and not far from the CalHe is an old unfinilh'd 
Palace of Faccardine‘%, fierving however the Bajfa for his 
Seraglio: Neither of diem worth mentioning, had the 
City afforded us any thing elfe more remarkable. Near 
about Sidon begin the precinds of tb e Htbf Land, and of 
that part of it in particular which was allotted to Ajher. 
The borders of which Tribe extended from Carmel as 
far as great Zidon, as appears from JoJh. ip. 26,28. But 
the People upon the Sea Coafts were never adually ma¬ 
tter’d by the Ifraelites ; being left by the juft Judgment 
of God to be thorns in their fides, for a reafon that may 
be feen Jnd. 2. j, 2, 3, &c. 

The Perfon, who is the French Conful at Sidon, has 
alfo the Title of Conful offerufalem; and is obliged by 
his Matter, the French King, to make a vifit to the Holy 
City every Eafter, under pretence of preferving the San- 

duary 
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&uary there from the violations, and the Fryers who have 
the cuftody of it, from the exa&ions of the Turks. But 
the Fryars think themfelves much fafer without thispro- 
te&ior We were defirous to joyn with Monfieur V Em- 
pereur, the prefentConful, in his this years Pilgrimage; 
and accordingly had fent him a Le t ter from Aleppo on pur- 
pofe to befpeak that favour; hoping by his prote&ion to 
pafs more fecurely from the abufes of the Arabs and 
Turks, who are no where fo infolent, as in Paleftine, and 
about Jerufalem. We had his promife to ftay for us; but 
the remora's and difappointments we met with in the 
Road, had put us fo backward in our Journey, that fear¬ 
ing to be too late at Jerufalem, he fet out from Sidon the 
day before our arrival there: Leaving us however fome 
hopes, that if we made the beft of our way, we might 
come up with him at Acre, where he promis’d to expe& 
our coming to the uttnoft moment. 

Saturday, Mar. 20. 

Being defirous therefore not to lofe the convenience 
of his company, we fet out early the next morning from 
Sidon i ana Travelling in a very fruitful Plain, came in 
half an hour to a place where we found a large Pillar of 
Granite, lying crofs the high way, and funk a good part 
under ground* Obferving fome letters upon it, we took 
the pains to dig away the Earth, by which means we re¬ 
cover'd this fragment of an Infcription. 
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IMPER ATORES, 
CAESARES, 

L SEPTIMUS SE- 
VERUS, PIUS PER- 
TINAS) avg: ara- 

BlCUi ADIABENICUS, 
PARTHICUS, MAXI¬ 
MUS, TRIBUMICIA 

potes; vi. imp: xi. cos [] 

PRO £ COS P P 
ET M of AUREL: ANTONI¬ 
NUS rug: filius of ejus 

-- -ET-----ARIA 

.IN-D1UM C y RV 

. .... 


--1c pr: praet 

----PROVING STRIAE 

FetphaeInic renovaverunt 


Some Gentlemen of our Nation, in theirjourney tojeru- 
ftlem, this laft Eafter, An.1699. found another Pillar, at 
about midway, between that we law, and Sidon,of the fame 
make and ufe j from which they took the forefaid In- 
fcription more perfedly. As far as filius ejus. there is no 
variation, and after that it goes on thus. 


VIAS ET MILLIARIA 
FR---O VENIDIVM RV 
FVM O’ LEG O’ AUGG Of 
L----PR Of PRAESIDEM 
PROVINC O STRIAEPMOg 
NIC C? RENOVAVERUNT 

^ I if 


By which we may obferve the exadnels of the Romans in 
naeafuring out their Roads, and marking down upon eve¬ 
ry Pillar the number of Miles as I. II. III. &e. 


A little 
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A little beyond this Pillar, we palled in fight of Ko-ri-e, 
a large Village on the fide of the Mountains; and in two 
hours and a half more, came to Sarphdn, fuppos’d to be the 
Ancient Sarephath, or Sarepta, fo famous for the refidence 
and Miracles of the Prophet Elijah. The place (hewn us 
for this City, confifted of only a few Houles, on the tops 
of the Mountains,within about halfaMileof the Sea. But 
it is more probable, the principal part of the City flood 
below, in the fpace between the Hills and the Sea; there 
being ruins ftill to be feen in that place of aconfiderable 
extent. From hence in three hours we arrived at Cafimeer , 
a River large and deep, running down to the Sea thro’ a 
Plain, in which it Creeps along with various maeanders and 
turnings. It had once a good Stone-bridge laid over it of 
four Arches: But of that nothing remains at prelent, ex¬ 
cept the fupporters ; between which there are laid beams 
and boards tofupply the room of the Arches, and to make 
a Paflage over. But lo carelels and loole is the Fabrick, 
that it looks like a trap rather than a Bridge. We bad 
one Horfe dropt thro’, notwithftanding our utmoft cate 
to prevent fuch misfortunes. But’twas our good luck to 
recover him again life a-fliore. 

This River is alfign’d by our Modern Geographers for 
the old Eleutberusi but how erroneoully, has been afore- 
mention’d. Strabo mentions a certain River falling into the 
Sea near Twe,on this fide Tiipa nara^orp.j2i.) 
which can t>e no other than this; but he omits to acquaint 
us with its Name. Within a Bow Ihot of the River Cafi¬ 
meer is a Kane of the lame Name, from which, keeping 
near the Sea fide, you arrive in -an hour at Tyre. 

This City, Handing in the Sea upon a Peninfula, pro- 
mifesat a diftance Ibmething very magnificent. Butwhen 
you come to it, you find no limmtude of that Glory, for 
which it was lo renown’d in ancient times, and which 
the Prophet Ex.ek}*t defcribes, C hap. 2 6, 27, 28. On the 
North fide it has an old Turkilh ungarrifon’dCaflle; be¬ 
sides which,< you fee nothing here, but a mere Babel of 
broken Walls, Pillars, Vaults,e^c. there being not fo much 

as 
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is one entire Houfe left. Its prefent Inhabitants are only 
a few poor wretches, harbouring themfelves in the Vaults, 
and fubfifting chiefly upon fifhing; who feem to be pre¬ 
serv'd in this place by Divine Providence, as a vihble 
argument, how God has fulfill’d his Word concerning 
Tyre, viz. That it Jhould be as the top of a rock., a place for 
fijhers to dry their nets on, Ezek; 26 . 14. 

In the midft of the ruins,there (lands up,one pile,higher 
than the reft, which is the Eaft end of a great Church, 
probably of the Cathedral o(Tyre: And why not the very 
lame that was ere&ed by its Bi(hop Paulinas, and honour'd 
with that famous Confecration-Sermon of Eufebius, re¬ 
corded by himfelf in his Eccl. Hifi. Lib. 10. Cap. 4. this 
having been an Archiepifcopal See in the Chriftian times ? 

I cannot, in this place, omit an observation made by 
moft of our Company in this Journey, viz. That in all 
the ruins of Churches which we (aw, tho’ their other parts 
were totally demolish’d, yet the Eaft end we always found 
Handing, and tolerably entire. Whether the Chriftan*, 
when over-run by Infidels, redeem’d their Altars from ruin 
with Money -, or whether, even the Barbarians, when they 
demolilhea the other parts of the Churches, might volun- 
tarily fpare thefe,out of an Awe and Veneration; or whe¬ 
ther they have ftood thus long, by virtue of fome pecu¬ 
liar firmnefs in the nature of their Fabrick; or whether 
fome occult Providence has preferv’d them, as fo many 1 
(landing Monuments of Chriilianity in thefe unbelieving 
Regions,and preSages of its future Reftauration, I will not 
determine. This only I will fay, that we found it in fa&, 
lb as I deferib’d, in all the ruin'd Churches that came in 
our way j being perhtps not fewer than one hundred : nor 
do I remember ever to have feen one inftance of the con¬ 
trary. This might juftly feem a trifling obfervation,were 
it founded uptyv a few examples only. But it being a thing 
lo often, and indeed univerlally obferv’d by us, through¬ 
out our whole Journey, I thought it mud needs proceed 
from Something more than blind chance, and might very 
well deferve this Animadversion. 

G fiat 
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But to return from this digreffion; There being an old 
Stair-cafe in this ruin laft mention’d, I got up to the top 
of it: From whence I had an entire Profped of the Bland, 
part of Tyre, of the Ifthmus, and of the adjacent ftiore. 
I thought I could from this Elevation difcern the Ifthmus 
to be a Soil of a different Nature from the other two* it 
lying Ipwer than either, and being cover’d all over with 
fend which the Sea cafts upon it, as the tokens of its na¬ 
tural right to a Paflage there, from which it was by Ale¬ 
xander the Great injurioufly excluded. The Ifland of 
Tyre in its natural ftate, feems to have been of a circular 
figure, containing not more than forty Acres of Ground, 
ft difcovers ftill the foundations of a Wall, which anci¬ 
ently encompafs’d it round, at the utmoft margin of the 
Land. It makes, with the Ifthmus, two large Bays; one 
on its North fide, and the other on its South. Thefe 
Bays are, in part, defended from the Ocean, each by a long 
Riage,refembling a Mole, ftretcbing diredly out,on both 
fides, from the head of the Ifland; but thefe ridges, whe¬ 
ther they were Walls or Rocks, whether the work of 
Art or Nature, I was too far diftant to difcern. 

' Coming out of thefe ruins, we few the foundation of 
a very ftrong Wall, running crofs the Neck of Land, and 
ferving as a Barrier, to fecure the City on thisfide. From 
this place, we were one third of an hour in. palling the 
fendy Ifthmus, before we came to the ground, which we 
apprehended to be the natural lhore. From hence paf&ng 
over part of a very fertile Plain, which extends it felf to 
a vaft compafs before Tyre, we arrived in three quarters 
of an hour at Rofelayn. Our whole Stage from Sidon 
hither was about eight hours. 

Sunday, Mar. 21. 

Rofelayn is a place where are the Citterns called Solo¬ 
mons, fuppofed, according to the common tradition here¬ 
abouts, to have been made by that great King, asa part of 
his recompence to King Hiram, for the fupplies of ma¬ 
terials, fenc by him toward the building of the Temple. 

They 
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They are doubtlefs very ancient, but yet of a much later 
date,than what this tradition afcribes to them. That they 
could not be built till (met Alexander's time, may becon- 
je&ur d from this, amongft other arguments; becaule the 
Aquedud, which conveys the Water from hence to Tyre, 
h carried over the Neck of Land, by which Alexander in 
his famous Siege of this place joyn’d the City to the Con¬ 
tinent. And as the Citterns cannot well be imagin’d to 
beancienterthan the Aquedud; lb one may be fure the 
Aquedud cannot be older than the ground it (lands upon. 
Of thefe Citterns there are three entire at this day, one 
about a furlong and a half diftant from the Sea, the other 
two a little farther up. 

The former is of an Odogonal figure, twenty two yards 
in diameter. It is elevated above the ground nfne yards 
on the South fide, and fix on the North; and within, is 
faid to be of an unfathomable deepnels, but ten yards of 
line confuted that opinion. Its Wall is of no better a ma¬ 
terial than Gravel and fmall Pebles; but confolidated with 
fo ftrong and tenacious a cement, that it leems to be all 
one entire veffel of Rock. Upon the brink of it you 
have a walk round, eight foot broad. From which, de- 
feending by one ftep on the South fide, and by two on the 
North, you have another walk twenty one foot broad. 
All this Strudure, tho’ fo broad at top, is yet made hol¬ 
low, fo that the Water comes in underneath the walks; 
infomuch that I could not with a long rod reach the ex¬ 
tremity of the cavity. The whole Veffel contains a vaft 
Body of excellent Water; and is fo well fupply’d from its 
Fountain, that tho’ there iffiies from it a ftream like a 
Brook, driving four Mills between this place and the Sea, 
yet it is always brim full. On the Eaft fide of this Cittern 
was the ancient outlet of theWater, by an Aquedud raifed 
about fix yards from the ground, and containing a Chan¬ 
nel one yard wide. But this is now ftopp’d up, and dry; 
the Turks having broke an outlet on the other fide, de¬ 
riving thence a ftream for grinding their Corn. 

The Aquedud (now dry) is carried Eaftward about one 
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hundred and twenty paces, and then approaches the twb 
other Citterns, of which one is twelve, the other twenty 
yards fquare. Thefe have each a little Channel, by which 
they anciently render'd their Waters into the AqueduA; 
and fb the united ftreams of all the three Citterns were 
carried together to Tyre. You may trace out the AqueduA 
all along, by the remaining fragments of it. It goes about 
one hour Northward, and then turning to the Weft, at a 
fmall Mount where anciently flood a Fort, but now a 
Mofque, it proceeds over the Ifthmus into the City. As 
we pafs’d by the AqueduA, we obferv’d in feveral places 
on its fidcs, and under its Arches, rugged heaps of matter 
refembling Rocks. Thefe were produced by the leakage 
ofthe Water, which petrify’d as it diftill'd from above; and 
by the continual adherence of new matter, weregrownto 
a large bulk. That which was moft remarkable in them, 
was the frame and configuration of their parts. They 
were compos’d of innumerable tubes of Stone, of different 
fizes, cleaving to one another like Icicles. Each tube had 
a fmall cavity in its Center, from which its parts were 
proje Aed in form of rays, to the circumference, after the 
manner of the Stones vulgarly call’d Thunder-ftones. 

The Fountain of thefe Waters is as unknown as the 
Contriver of them. It is certain from their riling fb high, 
they mutt be brought from feme part of the Mountains, 
which are about a league diftant; and 'tis as certain that 
the work was well done at firft, feeing it performs its 
office fo well, at fo great a diftance of time. 

Leaving this pleafant Quarter, we came in an hour 
and half to the white Promontoryfb call’d from the 
afpeA it yields toward the Sea. Over this you pafs by a 
way of about two yards broad, cut along its fide; from 
which the profpeA down is very dreadful, hy reafon of 
theextream depth and fteepnefsof the Mountain, and the 
raging of the waves at bottom. This way is about one 
third of an hour over, and is faid to have been the work 
of Alexander the Great. About one third of an hour far¬ 
ther, you pafs by an heap of rabbi fh clofe by the Sea fide. 
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being the ruins of the Cattle Sc and ahum ; taking its Name 
from its Founder, the fame Alexander, whom the Turks 
call Scander. The ruin is one hundred and twenty paces 
fquare, having a dry ditch encompaffing it; and from un¬ 
der it, on the fide next the Sea, there iflfucs out a Foun¬ 
tain of very fair Water. In an hour from hence you come 
to the fixth Caphar, called Nacbera. And in another 
hour to the Plain of Acra, over a very deep and rugged 
Mountain, fiippofed to be part of Mount-Saron. All the 
way from the white Promontory to this Plain is exceed¬ 
ing rocky; but here the pleafantnefs of the Road makes 
you amends for the former labour. 

The Plain ofextends it felf in length from Mount - 
Saron as far as Carmel, which is at leaft fix good hours; 
and in breadth, between the Sea and the Mountains, it is 
in tnoft places two hours over. It enjoys good ftreams of 
Water at convenient diftances, and everything elfe, that 
might render it both plea&nt and fruitful. But this de¬ 
licious Plain is now almoft defolate; being fuffer’d, for 
want of culture, to run up to rank weeds, which were, at 
the time when we pafs’d it, as high as our Horfes backs. 

Having Travelled about one hour in the Plain of Acra , 
we patted by an old Town call’d Zib, fituate on an afeent 
dole by the Seafide. This may probablybe theold Achzib , 
mention’d J0Jh.19.29. and Jud.i.$i. called afterwards 
Ecdippa: For St Jerome places Achzib nine Miles dittant 
from Ptolemais toward Tyre, to which account we found 
the tttuation of Zib exa&ly agreeing. This is one of the 
places, out of which the Afhurites could not expel the Ca- 
naanitijh Natives. Two hours farther we came to a Foun¬ 
tain of a very good Water,call’d by the French Merchants 
at Acra, the Fountain of the Blejfed Virgin. In one hour 
more, we arriv’d at Acra. Our whole Stage from Rofe- 
lajn hither was about eight hours and a half. 

Acra had anciently the Name of Accho, and is another 
of the places, out of which the Children of Ifrael could 
pot drive the primitive Inhabitants, Judg. 1.31. Being in 
after times enlarged by Ptolemy the hrft, it was called by 

him 
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him, from his own Name Ptolemais, Bat now fince it hath 
been in the pofleflion of the Turks, it has (according to 
the example of many other Cities in Turky) call off its 
Greek, and *recover'd fome femblance of its old Hebrew 
Name again; being called Acca, or Acra. 

This City was for a long time the Theatre of Conten¬ 
tion between the Chriftians and Infidels j till at laft, after 
having divers times changed its Mailers, it was by a long 
Siege finally taken by the Turks, and ruin’d by them in 
fuch a manner, as if they had thought, they could never 
take a full revenge upon it for the blood it had coll them, 
or fufficiently prevent fitch {laughters for the future. As 
to its filiation, it enjoys all poflible advantages both of 
Sea and Land. On its North and Eaft fides it is com¬ 
par’d with a fpatious and fertile Plain; on the Well it is 
walhed by the Mediterranean Sea, and on the South by a 
large Bay, extending from the City as far as Mount Carmel. 

But notwithftanding all thefe advantages, it has never 
been able to recover it felf, fince its laft fatal overthrow. 
For befides a large Kane in which the French Factors have 
taken up their Quarters, and a Mofque, and a few poor 
Cottages, you fee nothing here but a vaft and fpatious ruin. 
It is fuch a ruin however, as fufficiently demonftrates the 
ftrength of the place in former times. It appears to have 
been encompafs’d, on the Land fide, by a double Wall de¬ 
fended with Towers at fmall diftances: And without the 
Wall are Ditches, Ramparts, and a kind of Baftions faced 
with hewn ftone. In the Fields without thefe works, we 
faw fcatter’d up and down upon the ground feveral large 
balls of Stone, of at leaft thirteen or fourteen inches dia¬ 
meter ; which were part of the Amunition ufed in Batter¬ 
ing the City, Guns being then unknown. Within the 
Walls there Hill appear ieveral ruins which feem to di- 
ftinguilh themfelves from the general heaps,by fome marks 
of a greater ftrength and magnificence. As firft,thofe of the 

* lArnm'ttn. M arceU. fays the Greek and Roman Names of places never took 
amangft the Natives of this Country : which is the reafon that molt places 
retain their tuft Oriental Names at this day, Lib. 14.. Hifi. nm lunge ab initie. 
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Cathedral Church dedicated to St Andrew, which Hands 
not far from the Sea fide, more high and confpicuous than 
the other ruins. Secondly, the Church of St John the tu¬ 
telar Saint of this City. Thirdly, the Convent of the 
Knights Hofpitallers; a place whole remaining Walls fuf- 
ficiently teftify its ancient ftrength. And not far from 
the Convent, the Palace of the grand Mailer of that Or¬ 
der. The Magnificence of which, may be guels’d from a 
large Stair-cafe, and part of a Church Hill remain ing in it. 
Fourthly ,lbme remai ns of a largeChurch formerly belong¬ 
ing to a Nunnery, of which they tell this memorable ftory. 
The Turks having prefs’d this City with a long and fu¬ 
rious Siege, at laft enter’d it by Storm, Afoy19.1291. In 
which great extremity, the Abbefs of the Nunnery, fear¬ 
ing left Ihe, and thole under her care, might be forced 
to lubmit to fuch Beftialities, as are ufual in cafes of that 
deplorable Nature, uled this cruel bat generous means for 
fecuring both her felf and them. She fummon’d all her 
dock together, and exhorted them to cut and m angle their 
faces, as the only way to preferve their Virgin purity: 
And to lhew how much fbe was in earneft, Ihe immediate¬ 
ly began before them all, to make her felf an Example 
of her own Counfel. The Nuns were lo animated by this 
heroicai refolHtion, and pattern of the Abbefs, that they 
began inftantly to follow her Example, cutting off their 
Nofes,anddisfiguring theirfaces,with fuch terrible gafhes, 
as might excite horrour rather than luftful defires in the 
Beholders. The confequence of which was, that the Soul- 
diers breaking into the Nunnery, and feeing, inftead of 
thofe beautiful Ladies they expeded, fuch tragical Ipe- 
dacles, took a revenge for their difappoin ted lulls by put¬ 
ting them all to the Sword. Thus reftoring them, as in 
Charity we may fuppofe, to a new and inviolable beauty. 
But to go on; Many other ruins here are of Churches, Pa¬ 
laces, Monafteries, Forts, &c. extending for more thaa 
half a Mile in length ; in all which you may difcern marks 
of lo much ftrength, as if every Building in the City 
had been contriv’d for War and Defence; 


But 
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But thatwhich pleafed us moft at Acta, was to find the 
French Conful Monlieur /’ Empereur there; who had 
been fo generous, as to make a Halt of two days, in ex- 
pe&ation of our arrival. But he had (laid to the utmoft 
extent of his time, and therefore relolv'd to let forward 
again the next Morning. Our greateft difficulty was to 
determine which Road to take, whether that upon the 
Coalt by Cafarea and Joppa.; or that by Nazareth, or a 
middle way between both the other, over the Plain of 
Efdraelon. 

The caufe of this uncertainty was, the Embroylments 
and Fadions that were then amongft the Arabs; which 
made usdefirous to keep as far as poffible outof their way. 
’Tis the policy of the Turks, always to low divifions 
amongft thefe wild People, by fetting up feveral heads 
over their Tribes, often depofing the old, and placing new 
ones in their Head: By which Art they create contrary 
Intereftsand Parties amongft them, preventing them from 
ever uniting under any one Prince; which if they Ihould 
have the fence to do, (being lo numerous and almoft the 
foie Inhabitants thereabouts) they might lhake off the 
Turkilh yoak, and make themfelves fupream Lords of 
the Country. 

But however ufeful thefe difcords may be to the’Turks 
in this refped, yet a ftranger is fure to fuffer by them * 
being made a prey to each Party, according as he happens 
to come in their way: Avoiding which abules, we re- 
lolv'd to take the middle way, as the moft fecure at this 
time. 

Monday , Mar. 22. 

According to which purpole, we let out early the next 
Morning from Acra , having with us a band of Turkilh 
Souldiers for our fecurer Convoy, Our Road lay, for about 
half an hour, along by the fide of the Bay of Acra ; and 
then, arriving at the bottom of the Bay, we turn’d South¬ 
ward. Here we pafs’d a fmall River which we took to 
be Belus, famous for its Sand, which is faid to be an ex¬ 
cellent 
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cellent material for making Glafs; as alfo to have mini- 
fter’d the firft occafion and hint of that invention. 

Here we began to decline from the Sea-Coaft, upon 
which we hadTravelled lb many days before, and to draw 
off more Eafterly, eroding obliquely over the Plain j and 
in two good hours we arriv’d at its farther fide, where it is 
bounded by Mount Carmel. Here you find a narrow Val¬ 
ley letting you out of the Plain of Acra into that of Ef- 
draelon. Hereabouts is the end of the Tribe of Afher, and 
the beginningof that of Zabulon-, the borders of thefetwo 
Tribes being thus deferib'd, JoJh.19. 2 6. 

Pading thro’the narrow Valley which makes a commu¬ 
nication between the two Plains, we arriv’d in two hours 
at that Ancient River, the River Kijhon ; which cuts his 
way down the middle of the Plain of Efdraelon , and then 
continuing his Courfe clofe by the fide of Mount Carmel, 
falls into the Sea, at a place called Caypha. In the condi¬ 
tion we law it, its Waters were low and inconfiderable: 
But in pading along the fide of the Plain, we difeern’d the 
tracks of many lefler Torrents, falling down into it from 
the Mountains; which muft needs make it fwell exceed¬ 
ingly upon luddain Rains, as doubtlefs it actually did at 
thedeftrudion of Sifira’sHob, Judg. 5.21. In three hours 
and a half from Kijhon we came to a fmall Brook, near 
which was an old Village and a good Kane call’d Legune: 
Not far from which we took up our Quarters this Night: 
From this place we had a large profpeft of the Plain of 
Efdraelon, which is of a vaft extent, and very fertile, but 
uncultivated j only ferving the Arabs for pafturage. At 
about fix or {even hours diftance Eaftward Hood within 
view Nazareth, and the two> Mounts Tabor and Hermon . 
We were fufficiently inftru&ed by experience, what the 
holy Pfalmijl means by the Dew of Herman, ourTents be¬ 
ing as wet with it, as if it had rain'd all Night.. At about 
a Mile’s diftance from us was encamp’d Chibly, Emir of the 
Arabs, with his People and Cattle; and below upon the 
Brook Kijhon, lay encamped another Clan of the Arabs, 
being the adverfe Pgrty to Chibly. We had much the Ids 

H fatif- 
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fatisfadion in this place, for being feated in the midft,be¬ 
tween two fuch bad Neighbours. Our Stage thisdaywas 
in all eight hours; our courfe South Eaft by South, or 
thereabout. 

Tuefday, Mar. 23. 

Leaving this Lodging we arriv'd in one third of an 
hour at the Ewir’s Tents, who came out in Perfan to take 
his Duties of us. We paid him *two Caphars, viz., one of 
Lagme, and another of jfeneen, and befides the Caphars, 
whatever elfe he was pleas'd to demand. He eafed us in 
a very courteous manner of Ibme of our Coats, which 
now (the heat both of the Climate and Seafon encreafing 
upon us) began to grow not only fuperfluous, but bur- 
denfom. 

Getting quit of Chibly we turn'd out of the Plain of Ef- 
draelon, and enter'd into the Precinds ofthe half Tribe of 
Manajfes. From hence our Road lay for about four hours 
thro’ narrow Valleys, pleafantly wooded on both fides. 
After which, eroding another fmall fruitful Plain, we 
came in half an hour to Caphar Arab, where we Lodged. 
Our whole Stage exceeded not five hours; our Courfe 
being near as the day before. 

Wednefday , Mar. 24. 

Having paid our Caphar, we fet out very early the next 
Morning; and leaving fir ft Arab, and then Rama, (two 
Mountain-Villages) on the Right hand, we arrived in one 
hour at a fair Fountain call’d Selee, taking its Name 
from an adjacent Village. In one hour more we came to 
Sebajla. Here you leave the borders of the half Tribe of 
Manajfes, and enter into thofe of the Tribe of Ephraim. 

Sebajla is the Ancient Samaria , the Imperial City of 
the ten Tribes after their revolt from theHoufeofDuvid. 
It loft its former Name in the time of Herod the great, 
who rais’d it from a ruin’d to a mpft Magnificent ftate, 
and called it, in honour of Augufius Cafar, Sebajla. It is 

* For both Caphars, eight ptr Frank, and three per Servant. 

fituate 
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fituate upon a long Mount of an oval figure, having firft 
a fruitful Valley, and then a ring of Hills running round 
about it. This great City is now wholly converted into 
Gardens; and all the tokens that remain, to teftify that 
there has ever been fuch a place, are only, on the North 
fide, a large fquare Piazza, encompafs’d with Pillars, and 
on the Eaft fome poor remains of a great Church, faid to 
have been built by the Emprefs Helena , over the place 
where St John Baptift was both imprifon’d and beheaded. 
In the Body of the Church you go down a Stair-cafe, into 
the very Dungeon, where that holy Blood was fhed. The 
Turks (of whom here are a few poor Families) hold this 
Prifon in great Veneration, ana over it have ereded a 
fmall Mofque; but for a little piece ofMoney they fuffer 
you to go in and fatisfy your curiofity at pleafure. 

Leaving Sebafta we pals’d in half an hour by Sherack ,, 
and in another half hour by Barfeba , two Villages on the 
right hand; and then entring into a narrow Valley, lying 
Eaft and Weft, and water’d with a fine Rivulet, we ar¬ 
rived in one hour at Naplofa. 

Naplofa is the Ancient Sjchem, or Sychar, as it is term’d 
in the New Teftament. It ftands in a narrow Valley be¬ 
tween Mount Geriz.im on the South, and Ebal on the 
North; being built at the foot of the former: For fo the 
fituation both of the City and Mountains is laid down by 
Jfofephus , Antiq. Jud. Lib. y. Cap. 9. Gertzim ( fays he ) 
hangeth over Sjchem i and Lib. 4. Cap. ult. Mofes com¬ 
manded to ered an Altar toward the Eaft, not far from 
Sjchem , between Mount Gertzim on the right hand, (that 
is to one looking Eaftward, on the South) and Hebal on 
the left (that is on the North:) Which fo plainly affigns the 

E ofition of thefe two Mountains,that it may be wonder’d, 
ow Geographers (hould come to differ fo much about it; 
or for what realon Adrichomius fhould place them both 
on the fame fide of the Valley of Sjchem. From Mount 
Gerizim it was, that God commanded the Blefiings to be 
pronounced upon the Children of Ifrael y and from Mount 
Ebal the Curies, Dm. 11- 2?. Upon the former, the 

H 2 Sama - 
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Samaritans , whofe chief refidence is here at Sychem, hare 
a fmall Temple or place of Worftiip, to which they are 
ftill wont to repair at certain feafons, for performance of 
the Rites of their Religion. What thefe Rites are I could 
not certainly learn: But that their Religion confifts in 
the adoration of a Calf, as the Jews give out, feems to 
have more of fpite than of truth in it. 

Upon one of thefe Mountains alio it was that God 
commanded the Children of Ifrael to fet up great Stones, 
plafter’d over and inlcrib’d with the Body of their Law ; 
and to ered an Altar and to offer Sacrifices, feafting, and 
rejoycing before the Lord, Deut. 27. 4. But now whether 
Gerizim or Ebal was the place appointed for this Solem¬ 
nity, there is fbme caufe to doubt. The Hebrew Penta¬ 
teuch, and ours from it, afligns Mount Ebal for the ufe ; 
but the Samaritan aflerts it to be Gerizim. 

Our Company halting a little while at Naplofa, I had 
an opportunity to go and vifit the Chief Prieftof the Sa¬ 
maritans, in order to difcourfe with him, about this and 
fome other difficulties occuring in the Pentateuch; which 
were recommended to me to be enquir’d about, by the 
Teamed Monfieur Job Ludolphm, Author of the iEthio- 
pick Hiitory, when I vifited him at Franekford , in my 
paffage thro’ Germany. 

As for the difference between the Hebrew and Samari¬ 
tan Copy, Deut.27.4- before cited; the Prieft pretended 
the Jews had malicioufly alter’d their Text, out of odium 
to the Samaritans; putting, for Gerizim , Ebal, upon no 
other accpunt, but only becaufe the Samaritans Worflrip- 
ped in the former Mountain, which they would have, for 
that reafon, not to be the true place appointed by God 
for his Worfhip and Sacrifice. To confirm this, he plead¬ 
ed that Ebal was the Mountain of Curling, Deut. 11. 29. 
and in its oym nature an unplealant place: but on the 
contrary Gerizim was the Mountain of Bleffing by God’s 
own appointment, and alfo in its felf fertile and delight- 
fid; from whence he inferr’d a probability that this latter 
pmft have been the true Mountain, appointed for thole 

relir 
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religions feftivals, Deut. 27.4. and not (as the Jews have 
corruptly written it) Hebal. We obierv'd that to be, 
in fome tneafure true which he pleaded concerning the 
natureof both Mountains: For tho’neither of the Moun¬ 
tains has much to boalt of as to their pleafantnefs j yet as 
one paffes between them, Gerizim lee ms to difcover a 
ibmewhat more verdant fruitful afpc& than Ebal. The 
reafon of which may be, becaufe fronting towards the 
North, it is Ihelter'd from the heat of the Sun by its own 
(hade: Whereas Ebal looking Southward, and receiving 
the Sun that comes directly upon it, mull by confequence 
be render’d more fcorched ana unfruitful. The Samaritan 
Prieft Could not lay that any of thole great Stones, which 
God direded JoJhua to fet up, were now to be jfeen in 
Mount Gerizim ; which, were they now extant, would 
determine the queftion clearly on his fide. 

I enquir’d of him next what\fort of Animal he thought 
thole Selava might be, which the Children of Ifrael were 
lolong fed with in the Wildernefs, Num. 11. He anlwcr'd, 
they were a fort of Fowls; and by the defeription, which 
he gave of them, I perceiv’d he meant the lame kind with 
our Quails. I asked him what he thought of Locufis, and 
whether the Hiftory might not be better accounted for, 
fuppofing them to be the winged Creatures that fell fo 
thick about the Camp of Ifrael ? But by his anfwer, it ap¬ 
pear’d, he had never heard of any fuch Hypothefis. Then 
I demanded of him, what fort of Plant or Fruit the Du- 
dairn or (as we Tranflate it) Mandrakes were, which 
Leah gave to Rachel, for the purchafe of her Husband’s 
embraces? He laid they were Plants ofalargeleaf, bearing 
a certain fort of Fruit, in lhape refembling an Apple grow¬ 
ing ripe in Harveft, but of an ill favour, and not whol- 
fome. But the virtue of them was to help Conception, 
being laid under the Genial Bed. That the Women were 
often wont fo to apply it, at this day, out of an opinion 
of its prolifick virtue. Of thele Plants I faw feveral af¬ 
terwards in the way to Jerufalem ; and if they were fo 
common in Mefopotamia, as we faw them hereabout, one 
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mud either conclude that thefe could not be the true 
Mandrakes ( Dudaim, ) or elfe it would puzzle a good 
Critick to give a reafon, why Rachel fliould porchafe 
fuch vulgar things at fo belov’d and contefted a price. 

This Pried ftiew’d me a Copy of the Samaritan Penta¬ 
teuch, but would not be pcrfwaded to part with it upon 
any confederation. He had likewife the fird Vol. of the 
Engli/h Polyglot, which he feem’d to edeem equally with 
his own Manufcripr. 

Naplofa is at prefent in a very mean condition, in 
comparifon of what it is reprefented to have been an¬ 
ciently. It coniids chiefly of two Streets lying parallel, 
under Mount Gerizim-, but it is full of People, and the 
Seat of a ffajfa. 

Having paid our Caphar here, we fet forward again in 
the Evening, and proceeding in the fame narrow Valley, 
between Gerizim and Ebal (not above a furlong broad) 
we law on our right hand jud without the City, a fmall 
Molque, laid to have been built over the Sepulcher 
purchafed by Jacob of Enmor the Father of Shechem , 
Gen. 3 3.19. It goes by the Name of Jofeph’s Sepulcher, 
hisBjones having been here interr’d after their Tranfpor- 
tation out of Egypt, Jopj. 24.32. 

At about one third of an hour from Naplofa, we cam© 
to Jacob’s Well -, famous not only upon account of its Au¬ 
thor, but much more for that memorable Conference, 
which our Bleffed Saviour here had with the Woman of 
Samaria, John 4. If it fliould be quedion'd whether this 
bethevery Well thatit is pretended for, or no; feeing it 
may be fufpeded to dand too remote from Sycbar, for 
Women tocomefo far to draw Water? itisanfwer'd,that 
probably the City extended farther this way in former 
times than it does now j as may be conje&ur’d fromfome 
pieces of a very thick Wall, dill to be feen not far from 
hence. Over the Well there dood formerly a large 
Church, ere&ed by that great and devout Patronefs of 
the Holy-Land, the Emprefs Helena. But of this the 
voracity of time, afGfted by the hands of the Turks, has 
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left nothing but a few Foundations remaining. The Well 
is cover’d at prefen: with an old ftone Vault, into which 
you are let down thro’ a very ftrait hole; and then re¬ 
moving a broad flat ftone, you difeover the Mouth of the 
Well it felf. It is dug in a firm Rock, and contains about 
three yards in diameter, and thirty five in depth; five of 
which, we found full of Water. This confutes a Story, 
commonly told to Travellers, who do not take the pains 
to examine the Well, viz., that it is dry all the Year round, 
except on the Anniversary of that day on which our 
Blefled Saviour fat upon it; but then bubbles up with 
abundance of Water. 

A t this Well the narrow Valley of Sjcbem ends; open¬ 
ing it felf into a wide Field, which is probably part of 
that parcel of ground, given by Jacob to his Son Jofeph, 
John 4. y. It is water’d with a frelh Stream, rifing be¬ 
tween it and Sjcbem ; which makes it (b exceeding ver¬ 
dant and fruitful, that it may well be looked upon as a 
Handing token of the tender affe< 9 tion of that good Pa¬ 
triarch to the beft of Sons, Gen. 48. 22. 

From Jacob’s Well our Road went Southward, along 
a very (patious and fertile Valley. Having pafs’d by two 
Villages on the right hand,- one called Horwar , the other 
Sawee ; we arrived in four hours at Kane Leban, and 
Lodged there. Our whole Stage to day was about eight 
hours; our Courfe variable between Eaft and South. 

Kane Leban (lands on the Eaft fide of a delicious Vale, 
having a Village of the fame Name (landing oppofite to it 
on the other fide of the V ale. One of thefe places, either 
the Kane or the Village, is fuppofed to have been the Le- 
bonah mention’d Judg.11. ip. To which both the Name 
and Situation feem to agree. 

Tburfdaj, Mar. zf. 

From Kane Leban our Road lay thro’ a more Moun¬ 
tainous and Rocky Country; of which we had a Speci¬ 
men as foon as we were mounted the next Morning, our 
firft task being to climb a very craggy and difficult Moun¬ 
tain. 
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tain. In three quarters of an hour we left, at fome di- 
ftance on the right hand, a Village called Ctnga ; and in 
one hour more, we enter’d into a very narrow Valley, 
between two high Rocky Hills, at the farther end of 
which we found the ruins of a Village, and of a Mona¬ 
stery. In this very place, or hereabouts, Jacob's Bethel is 
fuppofed to have been ; where he had his ftony Couch 
made eafy by that beautifying vifion of God, and of the 
Angels afcending, and defending, on a ladder reach¬ 
ing from Earth to Heaven, Gen. 28. Near this place are 
the limits feparating between Ephraim and Benjamin , 
5^.18.13. 

From hence we pafs’d thfo’ large Olive-yards; and 
having left, firft Geeb and then Selwid (two Arab Vil¬ 
lages) on the right hand, we came in an hour and a half 
to an old way cut with great labour over a Rocky Preci¬ 
pice, and in one hour more we arrived at Beer. This is 
the place to which Jonathan fled from the revenge of his 
Brother Abimelech, Juig. 9. 21. It is fuppos’d alfo to be 
the fame with Micbmas , 1 Sam. 14. 

Beer enjoys a very pleafont fituation, on an eafy decli¬ 
vity fronting Southward. At the bottom of the Hill, it 
has a plentiful Fountain of excellent Water, from which 
it has its Name. At its upper fide are retrains of an o'ld 
Churcli built by the Emprefs Helena, in memory of the 
Blefled Virgin, who when file was in queft of the Child 
Jefus, as it is reflated, Luke 2.24. came (as tradition adds) 
to this City; and not finding Him whom her Soul lotted 
in the Company, flie fat down weary and penfive at fo 
fad a disappointment, in the very place where the Church 
now ftanas. But afterwards returning to Jerufalem, flie 
had her maternal fears turned into joy, when jbe found 
Him fitting in the Temple amongft the Doftors, both hearing 
them, and asking them quefilons. 

All'along this day’s Travel from Kane Leban to Beer, 
and alfo as far as we could lee round,, the Country dilco- 
ver’d a quite different face from what it had before j pre- 
fenting nothing to the view in moft places, but naked 

Rocks, 



A jouriyey £rom Aleppo to Jerufalem. 6 s 

Rocks, Mountains and Precipices. At fight of which. 
Pilgrims are apt to be much aftoniih'd and baulk'd in 
their,expectations j finding that Gauntry in fuch an in- 
hofpitable cpndition, concerning whofe pleafantnefs and 
plenty they had before form’d in their Minds fuch high 
Idea’s from the defeription given of it, in the Word of 
God: Infemuch that it almoft ftartles their Faith, when 
they reflect, how it could be poflible, for a Land like 
this, to fqpply food for fo prodigious a number of Inha¬ 
bitants, as are laid to have been poll'd in the twelve 
Tribes at one time j the fum given in by jfoab, zSam.zq.. 
amounting to no lefs than thirteen hundred tboufand 
fighting Men, befides Women and Children. But it is 
certain that any Man, who is not a little biafs’d to In¬ 
fidelity, before, may fee, as he pafles along,, arguments 
enough to fupport his Faith againft fuch feruples. 

For it is obvious for any one to obferve, that thefe 
Rocks, and Hills muft have been anciently cover'd with 
Earth,and cuitivated,and made to contribute to themain- 
tenance of the Inhabitants, no lefs than if the Country 
had been all plain: Nay perhaps much more ; forafmuch 
as fiich a Mountainous and uneven furface affords a larger 
{pace of ground for cultivation, than this Country would 
amount to, if it were all reduced to a perfect level. 

For the husbanding of thefe Mountains, their manner 
was to gather up the Stones, and place them in feveral 
lines, along the tides of the Hills, in form of a Wall. By 
fuch borderg, they fupported the mould from tumbling, 
or being walhed down ; and form’d many beds of excel¬ 
lent fi>2, rifing gradually one above another, from the 
bottom to the, top of the Mountains. . ( 

Of this form ofculture you fee evident footfteps,where- 
ever you go in all the Mountains of Palepne. Thus the 
very Rocks were made fruitful. And perhaps there is no 
fpot of ground in this whole Land, that was not former¬ 
ly improv’d, to the production of fomething or other, 
miniftring to the fuftenanceof human life. For, than the 
plain Countries, nothing can be more fruitful, whether 

I for 
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for the production of Corn or Cattle, and confequently 
df Milk. -’The Hills, tho’ improper for all Cattle, except 
Goats, yet being difpofed into lueh beds as are afore de~ - 
fcrib’d, ferv'd very well to bear Corn, Melons, Goards; 
Cucumbers, and fuch like Garden fluff, which makes the 
principal food df thefe Countries for feveral Months in the 
Year. The moft Rocky parts of all, which could not 
well be adjufted in that manner for the production of 
Corn, might yet fetve for the Plantation of Vines aixf 
Olive TreeS; which delight to extraft,the one it’s fatnels, 
the other it’s fprightly juice, chiefly outdf fuch dry and 
flinty places.' And the great Plain joyning to the dead 
Sea, Which, by reafort of its faltnels, might be thought 
unferviceaWe both for Cattle, Corn, Olives and Vines, 
had yet its proper ufefulnefs, for the nouriftimfentof Bees, 
and for the Fabrickof Honey; of which Jofefous gives us 
his Teftimony, De Bell.Jud. Lib. y. Cap. 4. And I have rea- 
fon to believe it, becaufe when I was there, I perceiv’d in 
many places a fmell of Honey and Wax, as ftrotig as if one 
had been in an Apiary. Why then might not this Coun¬ 
try very well maintain thevaft number of its Inhabitants, 
being in every part fb productive of either Milk, Corn, 
Wine, Oyl, or Honey, which are the principal food of 
thefe Eaftern Nations ? The conftitution of their Bodies, 
and the nature of their Clime, enclining them tb a more 
abftemious diet than weufe in England, and other colder 
Regions. But I haften to Jerttfalm. 

Leaving Beer, we proceeded as before, in a rude ftony 
Country, which yet yielded us the fight of feveral old 
ruin’d Villages. In two hours and one third we came to 
the top of a Hill, from whence we had the firft profped 
of Jerufalem ; Rama anciently call’d Gibeab of Saul being 
within view on the right hand, and the Plain of Jericho, 
and the Mountains of Gilead on the left. ( In one hour 
more we approached the Walls of the holy City; but we 
could not enter immediately,it being necenary firft to fend 
a Meflenger to acquaint the Governour of bur Arrival, 
and to defire liberty of Entrance. Without which pre¬ 
ceding 
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ceding Cerepaony, no Frank dares come within the Walls. 
We therefore palled along by the Weft fide of the City, 
and coming to the Corner above Bethlehem Gate, made a 
Hop there, in order to exped the return of our Mef- 
fenger. We had not waited above half an hour, when he 
brought us our permiffion, and we enter’d accordingly at 
Bethlehem Gate. It is required of all Franks, unlefs they 
happen to come in with fome publick Mioifter, to dif- 
mount at the Gate, to deliver their Arms, and enter on 
foot: But we coming in company with the French Con- 
fid, had the privilege to enter mounted and arm'd. Juft 
within the Gate, we turned up a Street on the left hand, 
and were conduced by the Conful to his own houfe, with 
tnoft friendly and generous invitations to make that our 
home, as long as we ftiould continue a tjferufalem. Having 
taken a little refrefhment, we went to the Latin Convent, 
at which all Frank Pilgrims are wont to be entertained. 
The Guardian and Friars received us with many kind 
welcomes; and kept us with them at Supper; After which 
we returned to the French Conful’s co Bed. And thus 
we continued to take our Lodging at the Conful’s, and our 
Board with the Friars, during our whole ftay at Jerusalem. 

Friday, Mar. 26. 

The next day being Good Friday in the Latin Style, 
the Conful was obliged to go into the Church of the Se¬ 
pulcher, in order to keep his Feaft; whether we accom¬ 
panied him, altho' our own Eafter was not till a week 
after theirs. We found the Church doors guarded by fc- 
veral Janizaries, and other Turkifh Officers; who are 
placed here to watch, that none enter in, but fuch as have 
firft paid their appointed Caphar. This is more or lefs ac¬ 
cording to the Country, or the Chara&er of the Perfons 
that enter. F or Franks, it is ordinarily fourteen Dollars 
per head, unlefs they are Ecclefiafticks; for in that cafe 
it is but half fi> much. 

Having once paid this Caphar, you may go in and out 
gratis as often as you pleafe during the whole Feaft; pro- 

I 2 vided 
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vided you take the ordinary opportunities, in which it is 
cuftomary to open the doors: But if you would have 
them open’d at any time out of the common courfe, puo- 
pofely for your own private occafion, then the firft ex¬ 
pence muft be paid again. 

The Pilgrims being all admitted this day, the Church 
doors were lock’d in the evening, and open'd no more till 
Eafter day; by which we were kept in a dofe, but very 
happy confinement for three days. We lpent our time in 
viewing the Ceremonies pradis’d by the Latins at this Fe- 
ftival, and iu vifiting the ieveral holy places; all which 
we had opportunity to furvey, with as much freedom and 
-deliberation as we pleafed. 

And now being got under the facred Roof, and having 
the advantage of fo much leifure and freedom, I might 
expatiate in a large delcription of the feveral holy places, 
which this Church (as a Cabinet) contains in it. But this 
would be a fuperfluous prolixity, lb many Pilgrims having 
difcharg’d this office with fo much exadnefs already, and 
Specially our Learned fagacious Country-man MtSandys-, 
whole delcriptions and draughts, both of this Church, 
and alfo of the other remarkable places in and about Je- 
rufaletn , muft be acknowledged lb faithful and perfect, 
that they leave very little to be added by After-Comers, 
and nothing to be corrected. I lhall content my felfthere- 
fore, to relate only what palfed in the Church during 
this Feftival, laying no more of the Church it felf, than 
juft what is neceflary to make my account intelligible. 

The Church of the holy Sepulcher is founded upon 
Mount Calvary , which is a fmall Eminency or Hill upon 
the greater Mount of Moriah. It was anciently appro¬ 
priated to the execution of Malefadors,and therefore Ihut 
out of the Walls of the City, as an execrable and polluted 
place. But lince it was made the Altar on which was of¬ 
fer’d up the precious, and all-fufficient Sacrifice for the 
Sins of the whole World, it has recover’d it felf from 
that infamy, and has been always reverenc’d and referred 
to, with fuch devotion by all Chriftians, that it has at- 

traded 
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tra&ed the City round about it, and (lands now in the 
midft of jferufalem, a great part of the Hill of Sion being 
(hut out of the Walls, to make room for the admiffion 
of Calvary. 

In order to the fitting of this Hill for the Foundation 
of a Church, the firft Founders were obliged to reduce it 
to a plain Area; which they did by cutting down feveral 
parts of the Rock, and by elevating others. But in this 
work, care was taken,that none of thofe parts of the Hill, 
which were reckon'd to be more immediately concern'd in 
our Blefled Lord’s Paflion,(hould be alter'd or diminifhed. 
Thus that very part of Calvary, where they fay Chrift 
was fatten’d to, and lifted upon his Crofs, is left entire; 
being about ten or twelve yards fquare, and (landing at 
this day fo high above the Common floor of the Church, 
that you have 21 fteps or (lairs to go up to its top: And 
the holy Sepulcher it (elf, which was at firft a Cave' 
hewn into the Rock under ground, having had the Rock 
cut away from it all round, is now as it were a Grotto 
above ground. 

The Church is lefs than one hundred paces long, and 
not more than fixty wide: and yet is fo contrived, that it 
is fuppofed to contain under its Roof twelve or thirteen 
Sanctuaries, or places confecrated to a more than ordi¬ 
nary veneration, by being reputed to have (ome particular 
aftions done in them, relating to the Death and Refur- 
reftion of Chrift. As firft, the place where he was de¬ 
rided by the Souldiers: feeondly, where the Souldiers di¬ 
vided his Garments: thirdly, where he was (hut up, whilft 
they dig’d the hole to fet the foot of the Crofs in, and 
madp all ready for his Crucifixion: fourthly, where he 
was nailed to the Crofs: fifthly, where the Crofs was 
erefted: fixthly, where the Souldier flood, that pierced 
his fide: feventhly, where his Body was anointed in or¬ 
der to his Burial: eighthly, where his Body was depofited 
in the Sepulcher: ninthly, where the Angels appear’d to 
the Women after his Refurre&ion: tenthly, where Chrift 
Hirafelf appear’d to Mary Magdalen } 8 cc. The places where 



to A Journey from Aleppo to Jerufaiem. 

thefe and many other things relating to our Blefled J,ord 
are (aid to have been done,are all iuppofed to be contain’d 
within the narrow precin&sof thisChurch,andarealldi- 
ftinguifhed and adorned with fo many feveral Altars. 

In Galleries round about the Church, and alfo in little 
Buildings annext to it on the out fide, are certain apart¬ 
ments for the reception of Fryars and Pilgrims; and in 
thefe places almoft every ChriftianNation anciently main¬ 
tain’d a fmall Society, of Monks; each Society.having its 
proper quarter affign’d to .it, by the appointment of the 
Turks: Such as the Latins, Greeks, Syrians, Armenians, 
Abyflines,Georgians J Neftorian6,Cophtites,Maronites,<^r. 
all which had anciently their feveral apartments in the 
Church. But thefe have all, except four, forfeken their 
Quarters; not being able to fuftain the fevere rents and 
extortions, which their Turkilh Landlords impofe upon 
them. The Latins, Greeks, Armenians and Cophtites 
keep their footing ftill. But of thefe four, the Cophtites 
have now only one poor representative of their Nation 
left: And the Armenians are run fo much in debt, that 
’tis fuppofed they are baftning apace to follow the exam¬ 
ples of their Brethren, who have deferred before them. 

Befides their feveral apartments, each Fraternity have 
their Altars and San&uary, properly and diftinftly allot¬ 
ted to their own ufe. At which places they have a pecu¬ 
liar right to perform: their own Divine Service, and to 
exclude other Nations from them. 

But that which has always been the great prise con¬ 
tended for by the feveral Seds, is the command and ap¬ 
propriation of the holy Sepulcher: A privilege contested 
with fo much unchriftian fury and animofity, efpecially 
between the Greeks and Latins, that in difputing which 
Party fhould go into it to celebrate their Mals, they have 
fometimes proceeded to blows and wounds even at the 
very door of the Sepulcher; mingling their own blood 
with their Sacrifices. An evidence of which Fury the Fa- 
their Guardian fhewed us in a gceit fear upon, his Arm, 
which he told us was the mark of a wound,, given him 
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by a fturdy Greek Prieft in one of thefe unholy Wars. 
Who can exped ever to fee thefe holy places refcued 
from the hands of Infidels ? Or if they ihould be reco¬ 
ver’d, what deplorable contefts might be expeded to fol¬ 
low about them ? feeing even in their prefent State of 
Captivity, they are made the occafion of fiich unchriftian 
rage and animofity.' 

For putting an end to thefe infamous Quarrels, the 
French King interpos’d, by a Letter to the Grand Vifier 
about twelve years fince; requefting him to order the 
holy Sepulcher to be put into the hands of the Latins, 
accdrditig to thetenourof the Capitulation made in the 
year rtf? 3. The confequence ofwhich Letter,and ofother 
inftances made by the French King, was, that the holy Se¬ 
pulcher was appropriated to the Latins: This was not ac- 
complifh'd till the year itfpo, they alone having the pri¬ 
vilege to fay Mafs in it. And tho’ it be permitted to 
Chriftians of all Nations to go into it for their privatede- 
votions, yet none may folemnize any publick office of 
Religion there, but the Latins. 

The dayly employment of thefe Reclufesis to trim the 
Lamps, and to make devotional vifits and proceffions to 
the ieveral Sanduaries in the Church. Thus they fpend 
their time, many of them for four or fix years together: 
Nay fo far are fome tranfported with the pleafing contem¬ 
plations in which they here entertain themfelves, that 
they will never come out to their dying day, burying 
themfelyes (as it were) alive in our Lord's Grave. 

The Latins, of whom there are always about ten or 
twelve refiding at the Church, with a Prefident over them, 
make every day a folemn proceffion, with Tapers and 
Crucifixes,and other proceffionary folemnities, to thefe- 
veral Sanduaries; finging at every one of them a Latin 
Hymn relating to the fixbjed of each place. Thefe La¬ 
tins being more polite and exad in their fundions than 
the other Monks h«e refiding, and alfo our converfation 
being chiefly with them, I will only defcribe their Cere¬ 
monies, without taking notice of what was done by 

others, 
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others, which did not fo much come under our obfer- 
vatioo. 

Their Ceremony begins on Good Friday night, which 
is call'd by. them the Nox tenebrofa , and is obierv’d with 
fuch an extraordinary folemrfity, that I cannot omit to 
give a particular delcription of it. 

As foon as it grew dusk, all the Fryars and Pilgrims 
were conven’d in the Chappel of the Apparition (which 
is a fmall Oratory on the North fide or the Holy Grave, 
adjoyning to the apartments of the Latins) in order to 
go in a prpceffion round the Church. But, before they 
let out, one of the Fryars Preached a Sermon in Italian 
in that Chappel. He began his difcour/e thus; In quejla 
notte tenebrofa, &c. at which words all the Candles were 
inftantly put out, to .yield a livelier Image of the occa- 
fion. Ana fo we were held by the Preacher, for near half 
an hour, very much in the dark. Sermon being ended, 
every Perfon prefent had a large lighted Taper put into 
his hand, as if it were to make amends for the former dark- 
nefs; and the Crucifixes and other Utenfils were difpos’d 
in order for beginning the prpceffion. Amongft the other 
Crucifixes, there was one of a very large fize, which bore 
npon it the Image of our Lord, as big as the Life. The 
Image was fatten'd to it with great nails. Crown’d with 
Thorns, befmear’d with Blood; and fo exquififely was it 
form’d, that it reprefented in a very lively manner the la¬ 
mentable fpedacle of our Lord’s Body, as it hung, upon 
the Crofs. This Figure was carried all along in the head 
of the proceffion; after which, the Company follow'd to 
all theSanduaries in the Church, finging their appointed 
Hymn at every one. 

The firft place they vifited was that of the Pillar of 
Flagellation, a large piece of which is kept in a little Cell 
juft at the door of the Chappel of the Apparition. There 
they fling their proper Hymn; and another Fryar enter¬ 
tain’d the Company with a Sermon in Spanifh, touching 
the fcourging of our Lord. 


From 
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From hence they proceeded in folemn order to the Pri- 
fon of Chrift, where they pretend he was fecur’d whilft 
theSouldiers made things ready for his Crucifixion j here 
likewife they fung their Hymn, and a third Fryar Preach’d 
in French. . 

From the Prifon they went to the Altar of the divi- 
fion of Chrift’s Garments; where they only fung their 
Hymn, without adding any Sermon. 

. Having done here, they advanc’d to the Chappel of the 
Derifion; at which, after their Hymn, they had a fourth 
Sermon (as I remember) in French. 

- From this place they went up to Calvary , leaving their 
Shoes at the bottom of the Stairs. Here are two Altars to 
be vifited: One where our Lord is fuppofed to have been 
nail’d to his Croft; Another where his Croft was ere&ed. 
At the former of thefe they laid down the great Crucifix, 
(which I but now defcribed) upon the floor, and a&ed 
a kind of a refemblance of Chrift's being nail’d to the 
Croft; and after the Hymn, one of the Fryars Preached 
another Sermon in Spaniih, upon the Crucifixion. 

From hence they removed to the adjoyning Altar,where 
the Croft is fuppoled to have been erecfced, bearing the 
Image of our Lord’s Body. At this Altar is a hole in the 
natural Rock, faid to be thevery fame individual one, in 
which the foot of our Lord’s Crofs flood. Here they fet 
up their Croft, with the bloody Crucified Image upon it; 
and leaving it in that pofture, they firft fung their Hymn, 
and then the Father Guardian, fitting in a Chair before 
it. Preached a Paflion-Serraon in Italian. 

At about one yard and a half diftance from the hole 
in which the foot of the Croft was fix’d, is feen that me¬ 
morable cleft in the Rock, faid to have been made by the 
Earthquake which happen’d at the fuffering of the God 
of Nature; When (as St Matthew t Chap. 27. v. yi. wit- 
nefleth) the recks rent , and the very graves were open’d. 
This cleft, as to what now appears of it, is about a fpan 
wide at its upper part, and two deep; after which it doles: 
But it opens again below, (as you may fee in another 

K Chappel 
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Chap pel contiguous to the fide of 6Wv<iiy;)and runs down 
to an unknown depth in the Earth. That this rent was 
made by the Earthquake, that happen'd at our Lord s 
Paffion, there is only tradition to prove: But that it is 
a natural and genuine breach, and not counterfeited by 
any Art, the lenfe and reafon of every one that fees it 
may convince him; for the fides of it fit like two Tallys 
to each other j and yet it rims in fuch intricate windings 
as could not well be counterfeited.by Art, nor arriv’d at 
by any Inftruments. 

The Ceremony of the Paffion being over,and the Guar* 
dian’s Sermon ended, two Fryars, perfonating the on e^e- 
feph of Arimathea , the other Ntcodemus, approach'd the 
Crois, and with a moft folemn concern’d air, both of afpeft 
and behaviour, drew out the great Nails, and took down 
the feigned Body from the Croft. It was an Effigies fo 
contriv’d, that its Limbs were foft and flexible, as if they 
had been real Flelh: and nothing could be more furprifing, 
than to fee the two pretended Mourners bend down the 
Arms,which were before extended,and difpofe them upon 
the Trunk, in fiich a manner as is ufiial in Corpfes. 

The Body being taken down from the Croft, was re¬ 
ceiv’d in a fair large winding-lheet, and carried down from 
Calvary ; the whole Company attending as before, to the 
Stone pf Undion. This is taken for the very place where 
the pretious Body of our Lord was anointed, and pre¬ 
pair’d for the Burial, John 19.39. Here they laid down 
their imaginary Corps; and calling over it leveral fweet 
Powders and Spices, wrapt it up in the winding-lheet: 
Whilft this was doing, they lung their proper Hymn, and 
afterwards one of the Fryars Preached in Arabick, a Fu¬ 
neral Sermon. 

Thele Obfequies being finilhed, they carried off thefo 
fancied Corps, and laid it in the Sepulcher; (hutting up 
the door till Eafter morning. And now after fo many Ser¬ 
mons, and fo long, not to fay tedious a Ceremony, it may 
well be imagin'd that the wearineft of the Congrega¬ 
tion, as well as the hour of the night, made it needful to 
go to reft. $atur- 
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Saturday, Mar. 27. 

The next morning nothing extraordinary pafs’d; which 
gave many of the Pilgrims Ieifure to have their Arms 
mark'd with the ufual enfigns of Jerufaletn. The Artifts, 
who undertake the operation, do it in this manner. They 
have ftamps in Wood of any figure that you defire j which 
they firft print off upon your Arm with Powder of Char¬ 
coal: Then taking two very fine Needles ty’d clofe toge¬ 
ther, and dipping them often, like a Pen, in certain Ink, 
compounded as I was inform’d of Gunpowder and Ox- 
Gall, they make with them fmall pundures all along the 
lines of the figure which they have printed ; and then 
Washing the part in Wine, conclude the work. Thefe 
pundures they make with great quicknels and dexterity, 
and with foarce any fmart, foldom piercing fo deep as to 
draw Blood. 

In the Afternoon of this day, the Congregation was 
alTembled in the Area before the Holy Grave; where 
the Fryars (pent fome hours in finging over the La¬ 
mentations of Jeremiah •, which Fundion, with the ufual 
proceflion to the holy places, was all the Ceremony of 
this day. 

Sunday, Mar. 28. 

On Eafter morning, the Sepulcher was again fet open 
very early. The Clouds of the former morning were 
clear'd up; and the Fryars put on a face of joy and fere- 
nity, as if it had been the real jundure of our Lord's 
Refurredion. Nor doubtleis was this joy feigned, what¬ 
ever their mourning might be; this being the day in which 
their Lenten difciplines expir'd, and they were come to 
a full belly again. 

The Mafs was celebrated this morning juft before the 
Holy Sepulcher, being the molt eminent place in the 
Church ; where the Father Guardian had a Throne ered- 
ed, and being array’d in Epilcopal Robes, with a Mitre 
on his Head, in the fight of the Turks, he gave the Hoft 
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to all that were difpos’d to receive it; not refilling Chil¬ 
dren of feven or eight years old. This office being ended, 
we made our exit out of the Sepulcher, and returning to 
the Convent, din’d with the Fryars. 

After dinner, we took an opportunity to go and vifit 
fome of the remarkable places without the City Walls j 
We began with thole on the North fide. 

The firft place we were conduced to was a large Grot, 
a little without Damafcus Gate j laid to have been fome 
time the refidence of Jeremiah. On the left fide of it, is 
/hewn the Prophet’s Bed, being a /helve on the Rock, 
about eight foot from the ground; and not far from this, 
is the place where they fay he wrote his Lamentations. 
This place is at prefent a College of Dervifes, and is held 
in great veneration by the Turks and Jews, as well as 
Chriftians. 

The next place we came to was thole famous Grots 
call’d the Sepulchers of the Kings j but for what realon 
they go by that Name is hard to refolve: For it is certain 
none of the Kings, either of Ifrael or Judah, were buried 
here; the holy Scriptures aligning other places for their 
Sepultures; unlefs it may be thought perhaps that Hez.e- 
kjah was here interr’d,and that thele were the Sepulchers 
of the Sons of David, mention’d zChrott. 32. 33. Who¬ 
ever was buried here, this is certain, that the place it felf 
dilcovers lo great an expence both of labour and treafure, 
that we may well fuppole it to have been the work of 
Kings. You approach to it at the Eaft fide, thro’an en¬ 
trance cut out of the natural Rock, which admits you into 
an open Court of about forty paces fquare, cut down into 
the Rock, with which it is encompals’d inftead of Walls. 
On the South fide of the Court, is a Portico nine paces 
long and four broad, hewn likewile out of the natural 
Rock. This has a kind of Architrave running along its 
front, adorn’d with Sculpture of fruits and flowers, ftill 
difcernible, but by time much defaced. At the end of the 
Portico on the left band, you defcend to the paflage into 
the Sepulchers. The door is now fo obftruded with 

Stones 



A Journey from Aleppo to Jerusalem. 77 
Stones and rubbilh, that it is a thing of fome difficulty to 
creepthro’it. But within,you arrive in a large fair Room, 
about feven or eight yards fquare, cut out of the natural 
Rock. Its fides and Ceiling are fo exactly Iquare, and its 
Angles fo juft, that no Archited with Levels and Plum¬ 
mets could build a Room more regular: And thewhole is 
fo firm and entire,that it may be call’d a Chamber hollow’d 
out of one piece of Marble. From this Room, you pals 
into (I think) fix more, one within another, all of the fame 
Fabrick with the firft. Of thefe, the two innermoft are 
deeper than the reft, having a fecond defeent of about 
fix or (even fteps into them. 

In everyone of thefe Rooms except the firft, were Cof¬ 
fins of Stone placed inNichesin the fidesof the Chambers. 
They had been at firft cover’d with handlome lids, and 
carv d with Garlands; but now moft of them were broke 
to pieces by facrilegious hands. The fides and Ceiling of 
the Rooms were always dropping, with the moilt damps 
condenfingupon them. To remedy which nuifance, and to 

prefervethefeChambersofthedead,politeandclean,there 
was in each Room a fmall channel cut in the floor, which 
ferv’d to drain the drops that fall conftantly into it. 

■ But the moft furprifing thing belonging to thefe fub- 
terraneous Chambers was their doors; of which there is 
only one that remains hanging,beingleftasitwere onpur- 
pofe to puzzle the beholders. It confifted of a plank of 
Stone of about fix inches in thicknefs, o & 

and in its other dimenfions equalling H__ 

the fize of an ordinary door, or fome- ~ 

what Ids. It was carv’d in fuch a 
manner,as to refemble a piece of wain- 

fcot: The Stone of which it was made_ 

was vifibly of the lame kind with the__ 

whole Rock; and it turn'd upon two 
hinges in the nature of Axels, as is 

reprefented in the marginal figure. - 

Thefe hinges were of the fame entire \ l- — - 

piece of ftone with the door; and were Zjs 


contain’d 
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contain’d in two holes of the immoveable Rock, one at 
the top, the other at the bottom. 

From this defcription it is obvious to ftart a queftion, 
how fuch doors as thefe were made j whether they were 
cut out of the Rock, in the fame place andmanner as they 
now hang; or whether they were brought, and fix'd in 
their ftation like other doors? One of thefe muft be fup- 
pos’d to have been done; and which fbever part we choole, 
as moft probable, it feems at firft glance to be not without 
its difficulty. But thus much I have to fay, for the re- 
folving of this riddle (which is wont to create no fmall 
difpute amongft Pilgrims) viz. \ hat the door which was 
left hanging, did not touch its lintel, by at leaft two 
inches fo that I believe it might eafily have been lifted 
up, and unhinged. And the doors which had been thrown 
down, had their hinges at the upper end, twice as long as 
thofe at the bottom; which feems to intimate pretty plain¬ 
ly, by what method this work was accompufhed. 

From thefe Sepulchers, we return'd toward the City 
again, and juft by Herod’s Gate were fhewn a Grotto 
full of filthy Water and Mire. This paffes for the Dun¬ 
geon in which Jeremiah was kept by Zedekiah, till en¬ 
larged by the Charity of Ebed Melecb, Jer. 38. At this 
place we concluded our vifits for that evening. 

Monday, Mar. 29. 

The next day being Eafter Monday, the Mofblem or 
Governour of the City fet out, according to cuftom, with 
feveral Bands of Souldiers to convey the Pilgrims to Jor¬ 
dan. Without this guard, there is no going thither, by 
reafon of the Multitude and Infolence of theArabsin thefe 
parts. The fee to the Mofolem for his Company and 
Souldiers upon this occafion, is twelve Dollars for each 
Frank Pilgrim, but if they be Ecclefiafticks, fix; which 
you muft pay, whether you are difpos’d to go the Jour¬ 
ney or ftay in the City. We went out at St Stephen’s 
Gate, being in all, of every Nation and Sex, about two 
thoufand Pilgrims. Having crofs’d the Valley of Jtho- 

faphat , 
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fapbat, and part of Mount Olivet, we came in half an hour 
to Betbanj ; at prefenc only a fmall Village. At the fir ft; 
entrance into it, is an old ruin, which they call Lazarus' s 
Caftle, fuppofed to have been the Manfion Houfe of that 
favourite of our Lord. At the bottom of a (mail delcent, 
not far from the Caftle, is (hewn the Sepulcher out of 
which he was rais’d to a fecond Mortality, by that en¬ 
livening voice of Chrilt, Lazarus come forth. You de- 
fcend into the Sepulcher by twenty five deep Stairs; at the 
bottom of which, you arrive firft in a (mail fquare Room, 
and from thence you creep down intoanotherlefier Room 
about a yard and a half deeper, in which the Body is (aid 
to have been laid. This place is held in great veneration 
by the Turks, who u(e it for an Oratory, and demand of 
all Chriftians a fmall Caphar for their admiffion into it. 

About a Bow (hot from hence you pals by the place 
which, they (ay, was Maty Magdalen’s Habitation; and 
then defending a deep Hill, you come to the Fountain 
of the Apoftles-, (b call’d becaufe, as the tradition goes, 
thole holy Perfons were wont to refrefh themlelves here 
in their frequent Travels between Jerufalem and Jericho. 
And indeed it is a thing very probable, and no more than 
I believe is done by all that Travel this way; the Foun¬ 
tain being dole by the Road fide, and very inviting to 
the thirfty Paffenger. 

From this place you proceed in an intricate way amongft 
Hills and Valleys interchangeably j all of a very barren 
alpeft at prefent, but difcovering evident figns of the la¬ 
bour of the Husband-man in ancient times. After fome' 
hours Travel in this lort of Road, you arrive at the Moun¬ 
tainous Defart into which our Blefiied Saviour was led by 
the Spirit, to be tempted by the Devil. A moft milerable 
dry batten pf.cv it is, confiding of high Rocky Moun¬ 
tains, (o torn and diforder’d, as if the Earth had here fuf- 
fer’d fome great convulfion, in which its very bowels had 
been turn’d outward. On the left hand looking down in 
a deep Valley, as we palled along, we (aw (ome ruins of 
final! Cells and Cottages; which they told us were former- 
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ly the Habitations of Hermits retiring hither for Penance 
and Mortification. And certainly there could not be found 
in the wholeEarth a more comfortlefs and abandon’d place, 
for that purpofe. From the top ofthefe Hills ofdefolation, 
we had however a delightful profped of the Mountains 
of Arabia , the Dead Sea and the Plain of Jericho ; into 
which laft place we delcended,after about five hoursMarch 
from Jerufalem. As foon as we enter’d the Plain, we 
turn’d up on the left hand, and going about one hour that 
way, came to the foot of the Quarantania j which, they 
lay, is the Mountain into which the Devil took ourBlef- 
led Saviour, when he tempted him with that vifionary 
fcene of all the Kingdoms and Glories of the World. It 
is, as St Matthew ftyles it, an exceeding high Mountain, 
and in its afcent not only difficult, but dangerous. It has 
a finall Chappelatthe top, and another about half way up, 
founded upon a Prominent part of the Rock: Near this 
latter are leveral Caves and holes in the fide of the Moun¬ 
tain, made ufe of anciently by Hermits, and by fome at 
this day, for places to keep their Lent in j in imitation of 
that of our Blefled Saviour. In moll of thefe Grots we 
found certain Arabs Quarter’d with Fire-Arms, who ob- 
ilruded our alcent, demanding two hundred Dollars for 
leave to go up the Mountains. So we departed without 
farther trouble, not a little glad to have lo good an ex- 
cufe for not climbing lo dangerous a Precipice. 

Turning down from hence into the Plain, we pafs’d by 
a ruin'd Aqueduct, and a Convent in the lame condition: 
And in about a miles riding came to the Fountain of 'Eliflya-y 
lo called, becaufe miraculoufiy purg’d from its brackilh- 
nefs by the Prophet, at the requeft of the Men of JerichOy 
2 Kings 2. ip. Its Waters are at prelent receiv’d in a Ba- 
fin, about nine o-r ten paces long, and five or fix broad j 
and from thence ifluing out in good plenty, divide them- 
lelves into leveral fmall ftreams, difperfing their refrelh- 
ments to all the Field between this and Jericho , and 
rendring it exceeding fruitful. Clofe by the Fountain 
grows a large Tree fpreading into Bbughsover the Water, 

and 
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and here in the ihade we took a Collation, with the Fa¬ 
ther Guardian, and about thirty or forty Fryars more, 
who went this Journey with us. 

At about one third of an hours diftance from hence is 
Jericho , at prelent only a poor nafty Village of the Arabs. 
We were here carried to fee a place where Zaccbens's 
Houfe is faid to have flood ; which is only an old fquare 
Stone Building, on the South fide of Jericho. About two 
furlongs from hence, the Mololem, with his People had 
encamp’d ; and not far from them we took up our Quar¬ 
ters this night. 

Tuefday, March 30. 

The next morning we fet out very early from Jordan} 
where we arrived in two hours. We found the Plain very 
barren as we pafs&long it, producing nothing but a kind 
of Samphire, and other fuch marine Plants. I obferv'd in 
many places of the Road, where Puddles of Water had 
flood, a whitenels upon thefurface of the ground; which, 
upon tryal, I found to be a cruft of Salt caus’d by the Wa¬ 
ter to rife out of the Earth, in the lame manner as it does 
every Year in the Valley of Salt near Aleppo , after the 
Winter’s Inundation. Thefe Saline efflorefcencies I found 
at Ibrne leagues diftance from the Dead Sea ; which demon- 
ftrates, that the whole Valley muft be all over plentifully 
impregnated with that Mineral. 

Within about a furlong of the River, at that place 
where we vifited it, there was an old ruin’d Church and 
Convent,dedicated to St John, in memory of the Baptizing 
of our Bleffed Lord. It is founded as near as could be 
eonje&ur’d to the very place where he had the honour 
to perform that facred office, and to wafh Him who was 
Infinitely purer than the Water it felf. On the farther fide 
of the foremention’d Convent there runs along a fmall de¬ 
scent, which you may fitly call the firft and outermoft 
bank of Jordan; as far as which it may be fu ppos'd the 
River does, or at leaft did anciently overflow, at fome 
Seafons of the Year, viz.. At the time ofHarveft,/o/& f j.iy. 

L or 
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or as it is exprels’djC^row.ia.i j. in the firft Month, that 
is, in March. But at prefent (whether it be becaufe the 
River has, by its rapidity of current, worn its Channel 
deeper than it was formerly,or whether becaufe its W aters 
are diverted feme other way ) it feems to have forgot its 
ancient greatnefs; For we could difeern no fign or pro¬ 
bability of fuch overflowings, when we were there; 
which was the thirtieth of March , being the proper time 
for thefe Inundations. Nay fo far was the River from 
overflowing, that it ran at leaft two yards below the 
brink of its Channel. 

After having defcended the outermoft bank, you go 
about a furlong upon a level ftrand, before you come to 
the immediate bank of the River. This fecond bank is 
fo befet with Buihes and Trees, fuch as Tamarisk, Wil¬ 
lows, Oleanders, &c. that you can fee no Water till you 
have made yourway thro’them. In this thicket anciently 
(and the fame is reported of it at this day) feveral forts 
of wild Beafts are wont to harbour themfelves. Whofe 
being wafhed out of the Covert by the overflowings of 
the River, gave occafion to that allufion, Jerem. 49.19. 
and jo. 44. He Jhall come up like a lion from the [welling 
of Jordan. 

No fooner were we arrived at the River,and difmount- 
ed, in order to fatisfy that curiofity and devotion, which 
brought us hither, but we were alarm'd byfome Troops 
of Arabs appearing on the other fide, and firing at us; 
but at too great a diflance to do any execution. This in¬ 
tervening difturbance hindred the Fryars from perform^ 
ing their fervice prefcribed for this place; and feem'd to 
put them in a terrible fear of their lives, beyond what ap¬ 
pear'd in the reft of the Company: Tho’confidering the 
lbrdidnefs of their prefent condition, and the extraordi¬ 
nary rewards, which they boaft to be their due in the 
World to come, one would think in reafon, they of all 
Men fhould have the leaft caufe to difeover fo great a fear 
of Death, and fo much fondnefs of a life like theirs. 
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But this Alarm was foon over, and every one return’d 
to his former purpofe: Some ftripp’d and bath’d themfelves 
in the River; others cut down boughs from the Trees; 
every Man was employ’d one way or other to take a me¬ 
morial of this famous Stream. The Water was very turbid, 
and too rapid to be fwam againft. For its breadth, it 
might be about twenty yards over; arid in depth it far 
exceeded my height. On the other fide there leem’d to be 
a much larger thicket than on that where we were: But 
we durft not fwim over, to take any certain account of 
that Region,for fear of the Arabs; there being three Guns 
fired juft over againft us, and (as we might guefs by their 
reports) very near the River. 

Having finished our defign here, we were fummon’d 
to return, by the Mofolem; who carried us back into the 
middle of the Plain, and there fitting under his Tent, 
made us pafs before him, Man by Man, to the end he 
might take the more exaeft account of us, and lofe nothing 
of ills Caphar. We feem’d at this place to be near the 
Dead Sea , and fome of us had a great defire to go nearer, 
and takea view of thofe prodigious Waters. But thiscould 
not be attempted, without rhe Licence of our Commander 
in chief. We therefore lent to requeft his permiflion for 
our going, and a guard to attend us; both which he readi¬ 
ly granted, and we immediately profecuted our purpofe. 

Coming within about half an hour of the Sea, we found 
the ground uneven, and varied into hillocks, much re- 
fembling thofe places in England where there have been 
anciently Lime-kilns. Whether thefe might be the Pits at 
which the Kings of Sodom and Gomorrah were overthrown 
by the four Kings, Gen. 14. 10. I will not determine. 

Coming near the Sea we pafs'd thro’a kind of Coppice, 
of Buihes and Reeds; In the midft of which our Guide, 
who was an Arab, fhew’d us a Fountain of frefh Water, 
rifing not above a furlong from the Sea: Frefh Water he 
call'd it, but we found it brackifh. 

The Dead Sea is enclos’d on the Eaft and Weft with 
exceeding high Mountains; on the North it is bounded 
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with the Plain of Jericho, on which fide alio it receives 
the Waters of Jordan-, On the South it is open, and ex¬ 
tends beyond the reach of the Eye. It is faid to be twenty 
four leagues long, and fix or {even broad. 

On the ihore of the Lake we found a black fort of 
Pebbles, which being held in the flame of a Candle foon 
burns, and yields a finoak of an intolerable ftench. It 
has this property, that it lofes only of its weight, but 
not of its bulk by burning. The hills bordering upon 
the Lake, are laid to abound with this fort of Sulphureous 
Stones. I faw pieces of it, at the Convent of St John in 
the Wildernefs, two foot fquare. They were carved in 
Baflo Relievo, and polifh’d to as great a luftre as black 
Marble is capable of, and were defign'd for the ornament 
pf the new Church at the Convent. 

It is a common tradition, that Birds, attempting to fly 
over this Sea, drop down dead into it; and that no Fifli, 
nor other fort of Animal can endure thefe deadly Wa¬ 
ters. The former report I law adualiy confuted, by feve- 
ral Birds flying about and over the Sea, without any vi¬ 
sible harm: The latter alfo I have fome reafon to fulpeft 
as faife, having obferv’d amongft the Pebbles on the 
fhore, two or three fhellsof^ifli refemblingOyfter-ftiells, 
Thefe were caft up by the Waves, at two hours diftance 
from the Mouth of Jordan: Which I mention, .left it 
Ihould be fufpeded that they might be brought into the 
Sea that way. 

As for the Bitumen, for which the Sea had been fo 
famous, there was none at the place where we were. But 
ft is gather'd near the Mountains on both fides in great 
plenty. I had leveral lumps of it brought me to Jerufa- 
lem. It exa&ly refembles Pitch, and cannot readily be 
diftinguifh'd from it, but by the Sulphureoufnefs of its 
§mell ?nd Tafte. 

7 The Water of the Lake was very limpid, and fait to 
the higheft degree; and not only la.lt, but alfo extream 
Sitter and naufeous. Being \villing to make an experi? 
$nent of ifs ftrength, I went ipto it, and found it bore up 

my 
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my Body in fwimming with an uncommon force. But as 
for that relation of fome Authors, that Men wading into 
it were buoyed up to the top, as (bon as they go as deep 
as the Navel j I found it, upon experiment, not true. 

Being defirous to fee the remains (if there were any) 
of thofe Cities anciently fituate in this place; and made 
lb dreadful an example of the divine vengeance, I dili¬ 
gently furvey’d the Waters, as far as my Eye could reach: 
But neither could I difeern any heaps of ruins, nor any 
fmoak amending above the furface of the Water; as is 
ufually delcribed in the Writings and Maps of Geogra¬ 
phers. But yet I muft not omit what was confidently at- 
tefted to me by the Father Guardian, and Procurator of 
Jerufalem ■> both Men in years, and feemingly not defti- 
tute either of fenfe or probity: viz. that they had once 
a&ually feen one of thefe ruins; that it was fo near the 
fhore, and the Waters fo fhallow, at that time, that they 
together with fome French Men went to it, and found 
there foveral Pillars, and other fragments of Buildings. 
The caufo of our being depriv’d of this light was, I fup- 
pofe, the height of the Water. 

On the Weft fide of the Sea is a fmall Promontory, near 
which, as our Guides told us, flood the Monument of 
Lot’s Metamorphos’d Wife; part of which (if they may be 
credited) is vifible at this day. But neither would the 
prefent occafion permit us to go and examine the truth of 
this relation; neither, had the opportunity ferv’d, could 
we give faith enough to their report, to induce us to go 
on fuch an errand. 

As for the Apples of Sodom fo much talk d or, I nei¬ 
ther faw, nor heard of any hereabouts: Nor was there 
any Tree to be feen near theLake, from which one might 
exped fuch a kind of Fruit. * Which induces me to be¬ 
lieve that there may be a greater deceit in this Fruit, than 
that which is ufoally reported of it; and that its very 
being, as well as its beauty is a fiaion, only kept up, as 
py Lord Bacon obferves many other falfe notions are, 

♦ TacH. Hifi. Lit. f. J’fiph. Bell. Jud. Lib. J. Caf. f. 
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becaufe it ferves for a good allufion, and helps the Poet 
to a Similitude. 

In our return from the Dead Sea , at about one hours 
diftance from it, we came to an old ruin’d Greek Convent. 
There was good part of the Church remaining, with 
feveral pieces of painting entire; as the figures of leveral 
Greek Saints, and over the Altar the reprelentation of 
our Lord’s laft Supper, with this Text of holy Writ fairly 
infcribed, &c. Hereabout, and alfo in many 

other places of the Plain, I perceiv’d a rtrong fcent of Ho¬ 
ney and Wax, (the Sun being very hot;) and the Bees 
were very induftrious about the bloftoms of that ialt weed 
which the Plain produces. In about one hour and a half 
more we returned to our Tents and Company, at the 
far e place where we flcpt the night before; and there we 
fpent this night allb. 

Among!! the produ&s of this place, I law a very re¬ 
markable Fruit call'd by the Arabs Za-cho-ne. It grows 
upon a thorny Bulh, with fmall Leaves; and both in lhape 
and colour relembles a fmall unripe Wallnut. The ker¬ 
nels of this Fruit the Arabs bray in a Mortar; and then 
putting the pulp into fcalding Water, they skim off an 
Oyl, which riles to the top. This Oyl they take inward¬ 
ly for bruiles, and apply it outwardly to green wounds, 
preferring it before Balm of Gilead. I procur’d a Bottle 
of it, and have found it, upon fome fmall tryals, a very 
healing medicine. The Roles of Jericho were not to be 
found at this leafon. 

Wednefdaj, Mar. ji. 

This morning we all decamp’d at half an hour after two, 
and returning the fame way by which we came, arriv’d 
in about fix hours near the Walls of Jcrufalcm. Our Com¬ 
pany did not think fit to enter the City, refolving to go 
immediately for Bethlehem. In order to which, we turn’d 
down into the Valley of Jehofaphat ; and fo palling by 
the City, inftantly took the Road to the place intended. 


From 
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From Jerufalem to Bethlehem, is but two hours Travel. 
The Country thro’ which the Road lies, is the Valley of 
Rephaim-, as may be gather’d from Jof. Ant. Lib. 4. Cap.10. 
A Valley lo famous for being the Theatre of David’s Vi¬ 
ctories again!! the Philifiines, 2 Sam. y. 23. In the Road 
you meet with thefe following remarkable places ; Firft, 
a place laid to be the Houfe of Simeon, that venerable 
old Prophet, who taking our BlelTed Saviour in his Arms 
fung his Nunc dimittis in the Temple. Secondly, the 
famous Turpentine Tree, in the fhade of which the Blef- 
fed Virgin is laid to have repos’d, when !he was carry¬ 
ing Chrift in her Arms, to prelent him to the Lord at 
Jerufalem. Thirdly, a Convent dedicated to St Elias, 
the imprels of whole Body, the Greek Monks redding 
here pretend to fhew in a hard Stone, which was wont 
to ferve him for his Bed. Near this Convent alfo is a 
Well, where you are told it was that the Star appear'd to 
the Eaftern Magi to their exceeding joy. Fourthly, Ra¬ 
chel’s Tomb; This may probably be the true placeof her 
interment, mention’d Gen. 35^. 19. But the prefent Se¬ 
pulchral Monument can be none of that which Jacob 
ere&ed; for it appears plainly to be a modern and Turkilh 
Structure. Near this Monument is a littlepiece of ground, 
in which are pick’d up a little fort of fmail round Stones, 
exa&ly relembling Peafe: Concerning which they have 
a tradition here, that they were once truly what they 
now feem to be; but that the BlelTed Virgin petrify’d 
them by a Miracle, in punifhment to a lurly Ruftick, who 
deny'd her the Charity of a handful of them to relieve 
her hunger. 

Being arriv’d at Bethlehem, we immediately madea cir¬ 
cular vifit to all the holy places belonging to it: As name¬ 
ly the place where it is laid, our Blefled Lord was Born; 
the Manger in which it is laid he was laid; the Chappel 
of St Jofeph his fuppos’d Father; that of the Innocents ; 
thole of St Jerom, of St Paula and Euftochium, and of 
Eufebius of Cremona ; and Iaftly, the School of St Jerom. 
All which places it foall fuffice juft to name. 


From 
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From the top of the Church, we had a large profpe& 
of the adjacent Country. The molt remarkable places in 
vieW were Tekoah, fituateon the fide of a Hill, about nine 
Miles diftant to the Southward; Engedi, diftant about 
three Miles Eaftward; and fomewhat farther off, the lame 
way, a high /harp Hill, call'd the Mountain of the Ranks, 
becaufe defended by a Party of theCruladers forty years 
after the lofs of Jerufalem . 

Thurfday, April i. 

This morning we went to lee lbme remarkable places 
in the neighbourhood of Bethlehem. The firft place that 
we dire&ed our courle to, was thofe famous Fountains, 
Pools and Gardens, about one hour and a quarter diftant 
from Bethlehem Southward, laid to have been the con¬ 
trivance and delight of King Solomon. To thele works 
and places of pleafure that great Prince is luppos’d to al¬ 
lude, Eccl. 2. y, 6 . where amongft the other inftances of 
his Magnificence,” he reckons up his Gardens and Vine¬ 
yards and Pools. 

As for the Pools, they are three in number, lying in a 
row above each other; being fodilpos’d, that the Waters 
of the uppermoft may delcend into the lecond, and thofe 
of the lecond intothe third. Their figure isquadrangular; 
the breadth is the lame in all, amounting to about ninty 
paces; in their length there is fome difference between 
them; the firft being about one hundred and fixty paces 
kmg, the fecond two hundred, the third two hundred and! 
twenty. They are all lin’d with wall, and plaifter'd, and 
contain a great depth of Water. 

dole by the Pools is a pleafant Caftle of a modern 
Stru&ure; and at about the diftance of one hundred and 
forty paces from them, is the Fountain from which prin¬ 
cipally they derive their Waters. This the Fryars will 
have to be that Seal’d Fountain, to which the holy Spoule 
is compar’d, Can. 4.12. And, in confirmation of this opi¬ 
nion, they pretend a tradition, that King Solomon Ihut 
up thele Iprings, and kept the door of them leal'd with 



A Journey from Aleppo to Jerufalem. 8 y 
His Signet; to the end that he might preferve the Waters 
for his own drinking, in their natural frelhnels and pu¬ 
rity. Nor was it difficult thus to fecurethem, they rifing 
under ground, and having no avenue to them but by a 
little hole like to the Mouth of a narrow Well. Thro’this 
hole you defeend diredtly down, but not without fome 
difficulty, for about four yards; and then arrive in a 
vaulted Room, fifteen paces long, andeight broad. Joyn- 
ing to this, is another Room of the fame falhion, but 
lomewhat lefs. Both thele Rooms are cover’d with hand- 
fome ftone Arches very ancient, and perhaps the work of 
Solomon himfelf. 

You find here four places at which the Water riles? 
From thofe feparatc fources it is convey’d, by little rivu¬ 
lets, into a kind of Bafin, and from thence is carried by 
a large fubterrancous Palfage down into the Pools. In the; 
way, before it arrives at the Pools, there is an Aqueduct 
of brick Pipes,which receives part of the Stream, and car¬ 
ries it by many turnings and windings, about the Moun¬ 
tains, to Jerufalem. 

Below the Pools here runs down a narrow Rocky Val¬ 
ley, enclos’d on both fides with high Mountains. Tnis the 
Fryars will have to be the enclos’d Garden, alluded to in 
the lame place of the Canticles before cited. A garden en- 
clofed is my fifter , my fpoufe : a fpring f but up, a fountain[eal- 
ed. What truth there may be in this conje&ure, I cannot 
abfolutely pronounce. As to the Pools, it is probable 
enough, they may be the lame with Solomon i ; there not 
being the like ftore of excellent Spring-Water, to be met 
with any where elle, throughout all Palejline. But for. 
the Gardens one may fafely affirm, that if Solomon made 
them, in the Rocky ground which is now affign'd for 
them, he demonftrated greater power and wealth in fi- 
nilhing his defign, than he did wifdom in choofing the 
place for it. 

From thele memorials of Solomon , we returned toward 
Bethlehem again, in order to vifit fome places nearer 
home. The places we faw were. The Field where it is 

M laid 
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faidthe Shepherds were watching their Flocks, when they 
receiv’d the glad tidings of the Birth of Chrift j And not 
far from the Field, the Village where they dwelt; And a 
little on the right hand of the Village, an old defolate 
Nunnery built by StF*«/4,and made the more memorable 
by her dying in it. Thefe places are all within about half 
a Mile of the Convent, Eaftward ■, and with thefo we fi¬ 
nished this mornings work. 

Having feen what is ufually vifited on the South and 
Eaftof Bethlehem , we walk'd out after dinner to the Welt- 
ward, to foe what was remarkable on that fide. The firft 
place we were guided to was the Well of David, fo call’d 
becaufe held to be the fame that David fo paflionately 
thirfted after, 2 Sam. 2 3. iy. It is a Well (or rather a 
Ciftern) fiipply’d only with Rain, without any natural 
excellency in its Waters to make them defireablc: But it 
foems David's Spirit had a farther aim. 

About two furlongs beyond this Well, are to be feen 
fome remains of an old Aquedud, which anciently con¬ 
vey'd the Waters from Solomon's Pools to Jerufalem. This 
is faid to be the genuine work of Solomon ; and may well 
be allow’d to be in reality, what it is pretended for. It 
is carried all along upon the furface of the ground, and is 
compos’d of Stones footfquare, and thick, per¬ 
forated with a cavity of-inches diameter, to make 

the Channel. Thefe Stones are let into each other with a 
fillet fram’d round about the cavity, to prevent leakage; 
and united to each other with fo firm a cement, that 
they will fometimes fooner break (tho* a kind of courfe 
Marble) than endure a feparation. This train of Stones 
was cover’d, for its greater fecurity, with a cafe of fmaller 
Stones, laid over it in a very ftrong Mortar. The whole 
work foems to be endued with fuch abfolute firmnefs, as 
if it had been defign’d for Eternity. But the Turks have 
demonftrated in this inftance, that nothing can be fo well 
wrought,but they are able to deftroy it. For of thisftrong 
Aquedud, which was carried formerly five or fix leagues, 
with fo vaft expence and labour, you foe now only here 
and there a fragment remaining. Re- 
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Returning from this place we went to lee the Greek 
and Armenian Convents; which are contiguous to that of 
the Latins, and have each their feveral doors opening in¬ 
to the Chappel of the holy Manger. The next place we 
went to lee was the Grot or the Bleffed Virgin. It is within 
thirty or forty yards of the Convent} and is reverenced 
upon the account of a tradition that the BlelFed Virgin 
here hid her felf and her Divine Babe from the fury of 
Herod, for fome time before their departure into Egypt. 
The Grot is hollow'd intoa Chalky Rock: But this white- 
nefs they will have to be not natural, but to have been 
occafion'd by fome miraculousdropsof the BleffedVirgin’s 
milk, which fell from her Bread while Ihe was fuckling 
the holy Infant. And fo much are they polfefs’d with this 
opinion, that they believe the chalk of this Grotto has a 
miraculous virtue for encreafing Women’s milk. And I 
was allured from many hands, that it is very frequently 
taken by the Women hereabouts, as well Turks and A- 
rabs, as Chriilians, for that purpofe, and that with very 
good effe&} which perhaps may be true enough, it being 
well known how much Fancy is wont to do in things of 
this nature. 

Friday, April 2. 

The next morning prefenting the Guardian with two 
Cheque ens a piece for his civilities to us, we took our 
leaves of Bethlehem, deligning juft to go vifit the Wil- 
dernefs and Convent of St John Baptift, and fo return 
to Jerufalem. 

In this Stage we firft crofs’d part of that famous Valley, 
in which it is faid that the Angel in one night did fuch 
prodigious execution, in the Army of Sennacherib. Having 
Travell’d about half an hour, we came to a Village call'd 
Bootejhellab j concerning which they relate this remark¬ 
able property, thattioTurk can live in it above two years. 
By virtue of this report, whether true or falfe, the Chri-* 
ftians keep the Village to themfelves without moleftation; 
no Turk Being willing to Hake his life in experimenting 

M 2 the 



92 A Journey from Aleppo to Jerufalem. 
the truth of it. In fomewhat lefs than an hour more we 
came to the Fountain, where they told us, but falfly, that 
Philip Baptized the Ethiopian Eunuch. The Paffage here 
is fb Rocky and uneven, that pilgrims finding how diffi¬ 
cult the Road is for a fingle Horfeman, are ready to think 
it impoflible that a Chariot (fuch as the Eunuch rode in 
Alls 8. 28.) fhould ever have been able to go this way. 
But it mult not be judged what the Road was in ancient 
times, by what the negligence of the Turks has now re¬ 
duced it to: For I obferv’d not far from the Fountain, a 
place where the Rock had been cut away in old time, in 
order to lay open a good Road; by which it may be fup- 
pos’d that the fame care was ufcd all along this Paffage, 
tho’now time and negligence have obliterated both the 
fruit and almofl: the figns of fuch labour. 

A little beyond this Fountain, we came to that which 
they call the Village of St Philip-, at which afcending a 
very fteep Hill, we arrived at the Wildernefs of St John: 
A Wildernefs it is call'd, as being very Rocky and Moun¬ 
tainous ; but is well cultivated, and produces plenty of 
Corn and Vines and Olive Trees. After a good hours 
Travel in this Wildernefs, we came to the Cave and 
Fountain, where, as they fay, the Baptijl exercis’d thofe 
fevere aufterities related of him. Mat. 3.4. Near this Cell 
there ftill grow fome old Loculi Trees, the Monuments 
of the Ignorance of the middle times. Thefe the Fryars 
aver to be the very fame that yielded fuftenance to the 
Baptijl-, and the Popi/h Pilgrims, who dare not be wifer 
than fuch blind guides, gather the fruit of them, and carry 
jt away with great devotion. 

Having done with this place, we directed our courfe 
toward the Convent of St John, which is about a league 
diftant Eaflward. In our way we pafs’d along one fide 
of the Valley of Elah, where David flew the Giant, that 
Defyer of the Army of Ifrael, 1 Sam. 17. We had like- 
wife in fight Modon, a Village on the top of a high Hill, 
the burying place of thofe Heroical Defenders of their 
Country, the Maccabees 
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Being come near the Convent, we were led a little oat 
of the way, to vifit a place, which they call the Houfe of 
Elizabeth the Mother of the Baptift. This was formerly 
a Convent alfb: But it is now a heap of ruins; and the 
only remarkable place left in it is a Grotto, in which (you 
are told) it was, that the Blefled Virgin faluted Elizabeth, 
and pronounc’d her divine Magnificat , Luke 1.4 6 . 

The prefent Convent of St John, which is now inha¬ 
bited, Hands at about three furlongs diftance from this 
Houfe of Elizabeth ; and is fuppos'd to be built at the place 
where St John was Born. If you chance to ask, how it 
came to pafs, that Elizabeth liv'd in one Houfe, when (he 
was big with the Baptift , and in another when (he brought 
him forth ? The anfwer you are like to receive, is, that 
the former was her Country, the latter her City Habita¬ 
tion ; and that it is no wonder for a Wife of one of the 
Prieils of better rank (fuch as /he was, Luke 1, 6 .) to be 
provided with fuch variety. 

The Convent of St John has been, within thefe four 
years, rebuilt from the ground. It is at prefent a large 
fquare Building,uniform and neat all over; but that which 
is moft eminently beautiful in it, is its Church. It confifts 
of three Ides, and has in the middle a handfom Cupola, 
under which is a pavement of Mofeick, equal to, if not 
exceeding the fineft works of the Ancients in that kind. 
At the upper end of the North Ifle, you go down feven 
Marble Steps, to a very fplendid Altar, ere&ed over the 
very place where they fey the holy Baptift was Born. 
Here are Artificers ftill employ’d, in adding farther beauty 
and ornament to this Convent; and yet it has been fo ex- 
penfive a work already, that the Fryars themfelves give 
out, there is not a Stone laid in it but has coft them a 
Dollar: Which,confidering the large Sums exacted by the 
Turks for Licence to begin Fabricks of this nature, and 
alfo their perpetual extortion and Avarria’s afterwards, 
befides the neceflary charge of Building, may be allow’d 
to pafs for no extravagant Hyperbole. 


Returning 
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Returning from St Johns toward Jerufalem , we came 
in about three quarters of an hour to a Convent of the 
Greeks, taking its Name from the holy Crois. This Con¬ 
vent is very neat in its ftru&urc, and in its fituation de¬ 
lightful. But that which moil deferves to be noted in it, 
is the reafon of its Name and Foundation. It is becaufe 
here is the Earth, that nourifhed the Root, that bore the 
Tree; that yielded theTimber that made the Crols.Under 
the high Altar you are (hewn a hole in the ground where 
the flump of the Tree flood, and it meets with not a few 
Vifitants fo much veryer flocks than it felf, as to fall down 
and worfhip it. This Convent is not above half an hour 
from Jerufalem ; to which place we return'd this evening, 
being the fifth day fince our departure thence. 

After our return, we were invited into the Convent, 
to have our feet walh'd; A Ceremony perform’d to each 
Pilgrim by the Father Guardian himlelf. The whole So¬ 
ciety Hands round, finging fome Latin Hymns, all the 
while the Father Guardian is doing his office: And when 
he has done every Fryar comes in order, and kifles the 
feet of the Pilgrim. All this was perform’d with great 
order and folemnity: And if it ferv d either to teftify a 
fincere humility and charity in them, or to improve thole 
excellent Graces in others, it might pafs for no unufeful 
Ceremony. 

Saturday , April 3. 

We went about midday to lee the fundkion of the Holy 
Fire. This is a Ceremony kept up by the Greeks and Ar¬ 
menians, upon a perlwauon, that every Eafter Eve there 
is a Miraculous Flame defeends from Heaven into the 
holy Sepulcher, and kindles all the Lamps and Candles 
there, as the Sacrifice was burnt at the Prayers of Elijah, 
iKings 18. 

Coming to the Church of the holy Sepulcher, we found 
it crowded with a numerous and diftra&ed Mob, making 
a hideous clamour very unfit for that facred place, and 
better becoming Bacchanals than Chriftians. Getting with 

fome 
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fome itruggle thro’this crowd, we went up into the Gal¬ 
lery on that fide of the Church next the Latin Convent 

frenz^ WC C ° uId dilcern aI1 that P afs ’ d in this religious 

They began their disorders by running round the holy 
Sepulcher with all their might and Iwiftnels, crying out 
as they went, Huia , which fignifies this is he, or this is 
it; an expreffion by which they allert the verity of the 
Chriitian Religion. After they had by thele vertiginous 
circulations and clamours turn’d their heads, and inflam’d 
their madnefs, they began to ad the moll antick tricks 
and poltures, in a thoufand lhapes of diftra&ion. Some- 
times they dragg’done another along the floor all round 
the Sepulcher j fometimes they fet one Man upright on 
another s fhoulders, and in this pofture march'd round ; 
lometimes they took Men with their heels upward, and 
hurry’d them about in fiich an undecent manner, as to 
expolc their Nudities, fometimes they tumbled round the 

Sepulcher, afterthe manner ofTumblers on theStage. In 

a word, nothing can be imagin'd more rude or extrava¬ 
gant, than what was aded upon this occafion. 

In this tumultuous frantick humour they continued 
from twelve till four of the Clock: The reafon of which 
delay w as, becaulc of a Suit that was then in debate before 
the Cadi, betwixt the Greeks and Armenians ; The former 
endeavouring to exclude the latter from having anylhare 
in this Miracle. Both Parties having expended (as I was 
inform’d ) five thouland Dollars between them, in this 
foolilh Controverfy, the Cadi at laft gave fentence; that 
they /houId enter the holy Sepulcher together,as had been 
ufual at former times. Sentence being thus given, at four 
of the Clock both Nations went on withtheirCeremony. 
The Greeks firft let out, in a proceffion round the holy 
Sepulcher, and immediately at their heels follow’d the Ar¬ 
menians. In this order they compafs’d the holy Sepulcher 
thrice, having produc’d all their Gallantry of Standards, 
Streamers, Crucifixes and Embroider’d Habits upon this 
occafion. r 


Toward 
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Toward the end of this proceffion, there was a Pigeon 
came fluttering into the Cupolo over the Sepulcher; at 
fight of which, there was a greater fhout and clamour than 
before. This Bird, the Latins told us, was purpofely let 
fly by the Greeks, to deceive the people into an opinion 
that it was a vifible defcent of the Holy Ghoft. 

The procdfion being over, the Suffragan of the Greek 
Patriarch ( he being himfelf at Conftantinople ,) and the 
Principal Armenian Bifhop approach'd to the door of the t 
Sepulcher, and cutting the firing with which it is faftned 
ana feal'd, enter'd in, fhutting the door after them; all 
the Candles and Lamps within having been before ex¬ 
tinguish'd, in the prelence of the Turks and other wit- 
neffes. The exclamations were doubled, as the Miracle 
drew nearer to itsaccomplifhment; and the People preis’d 
with fuch vehemence towards the door of the Sepulcher, 
that it was not in the power of the Turks, fet to guard 
it, with the feverefi drubs, to keep them off. The caufe 
of their prefling in this manner, is the great defire they 
have to light their Candles at the holy Flame, as foon as 
it is firfi brought out of the Sepulcher; it being efteem’d 
the moil facred and pure, as coming immediately from 
Heaven. 

The two Miracle-Mongers had not been above a minute 
in the holy Sepulcher, when the glimmering of the holy 
Fire was feen, or imagin’d to appear, thro’ fome chinks 
of the door; and certainly Bedlam it felf never faw fuch 
an unruly tranfport, as was produc’d in the Mob at this 
fight. 

Immediately after,out came the twoPriefts with blazing 
Torches in their hands, which they held up at the door 
of the Sepulcher, while the People throng’d about with 
inexpreflible ardour; every one driving to obtain a part 
of the firfi and pureft Flame. The Turks in the mean 
time, with huge Clubs, laid them on without mercy; but 
all this could not repel them, the excefs of their tranfport 
making them infenfible of pain. Thofe that got the Fire 
applied it immediately to their Beards,Faces and Bofoms, 

pretending 
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pretending that it would not burn like an Earthly Flame: 
But I plainly few, none of them could endure this experi¬ 
ment long enough to make good that pretenfion. 

So many hands being employ’d, you may be fure, it 
could not be long before innumerableTapers were lighted. 
The whole Church, Gallerys, and every place leern’d in- 
ftantly to be in a Flame ; and with this Illumination the 
Ceremony ended. 

It muft be own’d, that thole two within the Sepulcher, 
perform’d their part with great quicknefe and dexterity: 
But the behaviour of the Rabble without, very much 
difcredited the Miracle. The Latins take a great deal of 
pains to expofe this Ceremony, as a molt ihameful im- 
pofture, ana a fcandal to the Chriftian Religion; perhaps 
out of envy, that others fhould be Mailers of lo gainful 
a bufinels. But theGreeksand Armenians pin theirFaith 
upon it, and make their Pilgrimages chiefly upon this 
motive: And 'tis the deplorable unhappinefs of their 
Priefts, that having aded the Cheat fo long already, they 
are forc’d now to Hand to it, for fear of endangering the 
Apoftacy of their People. 

Going out of the Church, after the rout was over, we 
few feveral People gather’d about the Stone of Undion, 
who having got a good ftore of Candles, lighted with the 
holy Fire, were employ’d in dawbing pieces of Linnen 
with the Wicks of them and the melting Wax; which 
pieces of Linnen were defign’d for Winding Iheets: And 
'tis the opinion of thele poor People, that if they can but 
have the happinefs to be buried in a Ihroud fmutted with 
this Celeftial Fire, it will certainly fecure them from the 
Flames of Hell. 

Sunday, April 4. 

This day being our Eaftcr, we did not go abroad to 
vilit any places, the time requiring an employment of 
another nature. 

N 


Monday, 
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Monday, April y. 

This morning we went to fee fome moreofthfe'Curio'fi- 
ties which had been yet unvificed by us. Thefirft place we 
came to was that which they call St Pctef s Prifon, from 
which he was deliver’d by the Angel, ABs 12. It is clofe 
by the Church of the holy Sepulcher, and ftill lerves for 
its Primitive ufe. About the fpace of a furlong from 
thence, wfe came to an old Church, held to have been built 
by Helena, in the place where flood the Houle of Zebedee. 
This is in the hands of the Grfeeks, who tell you, that 
Zebedee being a Filherman was wont to bring Filh from 
Jdppa hither, and to yend it at this place. Not far from 
hetace we came to the place where, they lay, flood ancient¬ 
ly the Iron Gate, which open’d to Peter of its own accord. 
A few fteps farther, is tne fmall Church built over the 
Houfe of Marf^, to which the Apoftle dire&ed his courle, 
aftfcr his miraculous Goal-delivery. The Syrians (who 
have this place ih their cuftody) pretend to fhew you the 
very Window at which Rhoda look’d out, while Peter 
knock'd at the door. In the Church they /hew a Syriack 
Manufcript of the NewTeftament in Folio, pretended to 
be eight hundred and fifty two years bld;and a littleStone- 
Font ufed by the Apofiles themlelves in Baptizing. About 
one hundred and fifty paces farther in the lame Street, is 
that which they call the Houle of St Thomas, converted 
formerly into a Church, but now a Mofque. Not many 

( races farther, is another Street Croffing the former, which 
eads you on the right hand to the place, where they fay 
our Lord appear’d, after his Refurre&ion, to the three 
Marys, Mat. 28. 9. Three Marys the Fryars tell you, 
tho' in that place of St Matthew mention is made but of 
two. The feme Street carries you on the left hand to the 
Armenian Convent. The Armenians have here a very 
large and delightful fpace of ground; their Convent ana 
Gardens taking up all that part of Mount Sion, which is 
within the Walls of the City. Their Church is built over 
the place where, they fey, St fames the Brother of John 

was 
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was Beheaded, Aftsi 2.2. In a fraall Chappel on thcNorth 
fide of the Church, is (hewn the very place of his Decolla¬ 
tion. In this Church are two Altars fct out with extra¬ 
ordinary fplendour, being deck'd with rich Mitres, Em¬ 
broider d Copes, Crolfes both Silver and Gold, Crowns, 
Chalices, and other Church Utenfils without number. In 
the middle of theChurch isaPulpit made ofTortoife-fhell, 
and Mother of Pearl, with a beautiful Canopy, or Cu¬ 
pola over it, of the fame Fabrick. The Tortoife-fficll and 
Mother of Pearl are lo exquifitely mingled and inlaid in 
each other, that the work far exceeds the materials. In a 
kind of Anti-Chappel to this Church, there are laid up 
on one fide of an Altar, three large rough Stones, efteem’d 
very pretious; as being,one of them,the Stone upon which 
Mofes call the two Tables, when he broke them,'in In¬ 
dignation, at the Idolatry of the Ifraelites ■, the other two 
beiBg brought, one from the place of our Lord’s Baptifm, 
the other from that of his Transfiguration. 

Leaving this Convent, we went a little farther to an¬ 
other finall Church, which was likewife in the hands of 
the Armenians. This is fuppos’d to be founded in the 
place where Annas ’s Houfe ftood. Within the Church, 
not far from the door, is Ihewn a hole in the Wall, de¬ 
noting the place where one of the Officers of the high 
Prieft fmote our Bleffed Saviour, John 18. 22. The Offi¬ 
cer, by whofe impious hand that Buffet was given, the 
Fryars will have to be the lame Malcbus, whofe Ear our 
Lord had heal'd. In the Court before this Chappel is an 
Olive T ree, of which it is reporred,that Chrift was chain’d 
to it for Ibme time by order of Annas to fecure him from 
efcaping. 

From the Houfe of Annas we were conducted out of 
Sion Gate, which is nearadjoyning to that which they call 
the Houfe of Cajaphas , which is another fmall Chappel 
belonging allb to the Armenians. Here, under the Altar, 
they tell us is depofited that very Stone, which was laid to 
fecure the door of our Saviour’s Sepulcher, Mat. 27. do, 

It was a long time kept in the Church of the Sepulcher; 

N 2 but 
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but the Armenians, not many years fince, Hole it from 
thence by a ftratagem, and convey’d it to this place. The 
Stone is two yards and a quarter long, high one yard, 
and broad as much. It is plaifter’d all over, except in five 
or fix little places, where it is left bare to receive the im¬ 
mediate kiues and other devotions of Pilgrims. Here is 
Jikewife ihewn a little Cell faid to have been our Lord’s 
Prifon, till the morning when he was carried from hence 
before Pilate; and alio the place where Peter was frighted 
into a denial of his Mailer. 

A little farther without the Gate is the Church of the 
Ceenaculum, where they fay Chrift inftituted his Iaft Sup¬ 
per. It is now a Mofque, and not to be feen by Chrillians. 
Near this is a Well, which is faid to mark out the place 
at which the Apoftles divided from each other, in order 
to go every Man to his feveral Charge; and dole by the 
Well are the ruinsof a Houfe in which the Blefled Virgin 
is fuppos’d to have breath’d her laft. Going Eaftward a 
little way down the Hill, we were Ihewn the place where 
a Jew arrefted the Corps of the BlelTed Virgin, as Ihe was 
carry’d to her Interment; for which impious prefumption, 
he had his hand wither’d wherewith he had feiz’d the Bier. 
Aboutas much lower in the middle of the Hill, they ihewr 
you the Grot, in which St Peter wept fo bitterly for his 
inconltancy to his Lord. 

We extended our Circuit no farther at this time; but 
enter’d the City again at Sion Gate. Turning down as 
foon as we had enter’d,on the right hand, and going about 
two furlongs dole by the City Wall, we were had into a 
Garden, lying at the foot of Mount Moriah, on the South 
fide. Here we were Ihewn feveral large Vaults, annext 
to the Mountain on this fide, and running at leaft fifty 
yards under ground. They were built in two Ifles, arch’d 
at top with huge firm Stone, and fullain’d with tall Pillars 
confifting each of one fingle Stone, and two yards in dia¬ 
meter. This might poffibly be fome under-ground work 
made to enlarge the Area of the Temple: For Jofephus 
feems to def^ribe fome fiich work as this,ere$:ed over the 

Valley 
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Valley on this fide of the Temple, Ant. Jud. Lib. iy. 
Cap. ult. 

From thefe Vaults,we return’d toward theConvent. In 
our way, we pafs’d tfiro’the Turkilh Bazars, and took a 
view of the Beautiful Gate of the Temple. But we could 
but juft view it in palling, it not being fafe to ftay here 
long, by rcafon of the fuperftition of the Turks. 

Tuefdaj, April 6. 

The next morning we took another progrefs about the 
City. YVe made our Exit at Bethlehem Gate, and turning 
down on the left hand under the Caftle of the Pifans, 
came in about a furlong and a half to that which they call 
Bathfbeba’ sPool. It lies at the bottom of Mount Sion, and 
is fuppos’d to be the lame in which Bathjheba was walh- 
ing her lelf, when David, Ipied her from the Terrace of 
his Pallace. But others refer this accident to another lelfer 
Pool in a Garden, juft within Bethlehem Gatej and per¬ 
haps both opinions are equally in the right. 

A little below this Pool, begins the Valley of Hinnomi 
on theYVeft fide of which is the place call’d anciently the 
Potters Field, and afterwards the Field of Blood, from its 
being purchas’d with the pieces of Silver which were the 
Price of the Blood of Chrift: But at prelent, from that 
veneration which it has obtain'd amongftChriftians, it is 
call’d Campo Sando. It is a Imall plat of ground, not 
above thirty yards long, and about half as much broad. 
One moiety of it is taken up by a fquare Fabrick twelve 
yards high, built for a Charnel Houfe. The Corpfes are 
let down into it from the top, there being five holes left 
open for that purpofe. Looking down thro’ thefe holes we 
could fee many Bodies under feveral degrees of decay; 
from which it may beconje<ftur’d,that this Grave does not 
make that quick difpatch with tbeCorples committed to 
it, which is commonly reported. The Armenians have 
the command of this Burying place, for which they pay 
the Turks a Rent of one Zequin a day. The Earth is of 
a chalky Subftance hereabouts. 


A little 
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A little below the Campo Sanilo, is fhewn an intricate 
Cave or Sepulcher, confifting offeveral Rooms one within 
another, in which the Apofiles are faid to have hid them- 
felves, when they forfook their Maher, and fled. The 
entrance of the Cave difcovers figns of its having been 
adorn'd with Painting in ancient times. 

A little farther the Valley of Hinnom terminates, that 
of Jehofaphat running crofs the Mouth of it. Along the 
bottom of this latter Valley runs the Brook Cedron; a 
Brook in Winter-time, but without the leaftdrop ofWa¬ 
ter in it all the time we were at Jerufalem . 

In the Valley of Jehofaphat, the firll thing you are car¬ 
ried to is the Well of Nehemiah ; fo call’d becaule reputed 
to be the fame place from which*the Reftorer of Ifrael re¬ 
covered the Fire of the Altar, after the Babylonilh Capti¬ 
vity, 2. Mac. i. ip. A little higher in the Valley, on the 
left hand, you come to a Tree, fuppos’d to mark out the 
place where the Evangelical Prophet, was lawn afunder. 
About one hundred paces higher, on the fame fide, is the 
Pool of Siloam. It was anciently dignified with a Church 
built over it: But when we were there, a Tanner made 
no fcruple to drels his hides in it. Going about a furlong 
farther on the lame fidej. you come to the Fountain of 
the Bleffed Virgin, fo call’d, becaufe (he was wont (as 
is reported) torelort hither for Water; but at what time, 
and upon what occafions, it is not yet agreed. Over 
againft this Fountain, on the other fide of the Valley, is a 
Village call’d Siloe, in which Solomon is faid to have kept 
his ftrange Wives; and above the Village is a Hill call’d 
the Mountain of Offence, becaule there Solomon built the 
high places mention’d i Kings ii. 7. his Wives having 
perverted his wile heart, tofollow their Idolatrous Abo¬ 
minations in his declining years. On the fame fide, and 
not far diftant from Siloe, they Ihew another Aceldama or 
field of Blood ; lo call'd, becaule there it was that Judas, 
by the juft judgment of God, met with his compounded 
death. Mat. 2 7. j. Ails 1.18, ip. A little farther on the 
fame fide of the Valley, they Ihew’d us feveral Jewilh 

Monu- 
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Monuments. Amongft the reft there are two noble Anti¬ 
quities, which they call the Sepulcher of Zachary, and the 
Pillar of Abfolem. Clole by the latter, is the Sepulcher of 
Jehofaphat, from which the whole Valley takes its Name. 

Upon the edge of the Hill, on the oppofite fide of the 
Valley, there runs along in a direft line, the Wall of the 
City. Near the corner of which, there is a fhort end of a 
Pillar, jetting out of the Wall. Upon this Pillar the Turks 
have a tradition that Mahomet (hall fit in Judgment, at 
the laft day; and that all the World ihall be gathered 
together in the Valley below, to receive their doom from 
his Mouth. A little farther Northward is the Gate of the 
Temple. It is at prelent wall'd up, becaule the Turks 
here have a Prophecy, that their definition (hall enter 
at thatGate; the completion of which predi&ion they en¬ 
deavour by this means to prevent. Below this Gate, in 
the bottom of the Valley, is a broad hard Stone, dilc. >vcr- 
ing leveral impreffions upon it, which you may fancy to 
be Footfteps. Thefe the Fryars tell you are Prints made 
by our Blefled Saviours Feet, when, after his Apprehen- 
fion, he was hurried violently away to the Tribunal of his 
Blood-thirfty Perfecutors. 

From hence, keeping (kill in'Uvi bottom of the Valley, 
you come in a few paces to a place, which they call the 
Sepulcher of the Bleffed Virgin. It has a magnificent 
deicent down into it of forty (even Stairs: On the right 
hand, as you go down, is the Sepulcher of St Anna the 
Mother, and on the left, that of Stjofeph the Husband 
of the Bleffed Virgin. 

Having finifh'd our vifit to this place, we went up the 
Hill toward the City. In the fide of the alcent, we were 
ihewn a broad Stone on which they fay St Stephen (of¬ 
fer'd Martyrdom; and not far from it is a Grot,into which 
they tell you the outragious Jewifh Zealots call his Body, 
when they had lariated their fury upon him. From hence 
we went immediately to St Stephen's Gate, lo call'd from 
its Vicinity to this place of the Protomartyr's fuffering ; 
and io return'd to our Lodging. 

Wednefday, 
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Wednefday , 4 ptil 7. 

The next morning we fet out again, in order to fee the 
Sanduaries, and other vificable places upon Mount Olivet. 
We went out at St Stephens Gate, and eroding the Val¬ 
ley of Jehofaphat, began immediately to afeend the Moun¬ 
tains. Bein g got about two thirds of the -way up,we came 
to certain Grotto’s cut with intricate Windings and Ca¬ 
verns under ground: Theie are call’d the Sepulchers of 
the Prophets. A little higher up, are twelve arch’d Vaults 
underground, {landing fide by fide; thefe were built in 
memory of the twelve Apoftles, who are faid to have com¬ 
pil’d their Creed in this place. Sixty paces higher you 
come to the place, where they lay Chrilt utter’d his Pro¬ 
phecy concerning the final deftrudion ofjerufalcm, Mat. 
2. 4. And a little on the right hand of this, is the place 
whett they lay he didated a fecond time the Pater nofter 
to his difciples, Luke 11.1, 2. Somewhat higher is the 
Cave of St Pelagia ; and as much more above that, a Pillar, 
fignifying the Place where an Angel gave the Blelfed Vir¬ 
gin three days warning of her Death. At the top of the 
Hill, you come to the place of our BlefTed Lord’s Afcen- 
fion. Here was anciently*a large Church, built in honour 
of that glorious Triumph: But all that now remains of 
it is only an odogonal Cupola, about eight yards in dia- 
meter,ftandlng,as they fay,over the very place,where were 
(et the laft Footlleps of the Son of Goa here on Earth. 
Within the Cupola there is feen, in a hard ftone, as they 
tell you, the print of one of his Feet. Here was alfo that 
of the other Foot {ometimefince j but it has been remov’d 
from hence by the Turks into the great Mofque upon 
Mount Sdoriah. This Chappel of the Afcenfion, the Turks 
have the cuftody of, and ufe it for a Mofque. There are 
many other holy places about Jerufalem> which the Turks 

S retend to have a veneration for, equally with the Chri- 
:ians; and under that pretence they take them into their 
own hands. But whether they 1 do this out of real devo¬ 
tion, or for lucre’s fake, and to the end that they may 
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exad Money from the Chriftians for admiflion into them, 
I will not determine. 

About two furlongs from this place Northward, is the 
higheft part of Mount.Olivet ; and upon that was anciently 
ereded an high Tower, in memory of that Apparition of 
the two Angels to the Apoftles, after our Blefled Lord’s 
Alcenfion, Atts i. io, n. from which the Tower it felf 
had the Name given it of Viri Galilai! This ancientMo- 
nument remain’d till about two years Cnee, when it was 
demolifh d by a Turk, who had bought the Field in which 
it ftood: But neverthelefs you have ftill, from the natural 
height of the place, a large profped of ^ferufalem , and the 
adjacent Country, and of the Dead Sea , &c. 

From this place, wedefeended the Mount again by an¬ 
other Road. At about the midway down, they fhew you 
the place where Chrifl beheld the City, and wept over it, 
Luke 19.41. Near the bottom of the Hill is a great Stone, 
upon which, you are told, the Blefled Virgin let fall her 
Girdle after her Aflumption, in order to convince St 27 mj- 
mas, who, they {ay, was troubled with a fit of his old 
Incredulity upon this occafion. There is ftill to be feen 
a fmall winding channel upon the Stone, which they will 
have to be the impreflion made by the Girdle when it fell, 
and to be left for the convidion of all fuch as fhall fufped 
the truth of their Story of the Aflumption. 

About twenty yards lower they fhew you Gethfemane 3 
an even plat of ground,, not above fifty feven yards fquare, 
lying between the foot of Mount Olivet and the brook 
Cedron. It is well planted with Olive Trees, and thofe 
of fo old a growth, that they are believ’d to be the fame 
that flood here in our Blefled Saviour’s time. In vertue 
of which perfwafion, the Olives, and Olive ftones, and 
Oyl which they produce, became an excellent commodity 
in Spain. But that thefe Trees cannot be fo ancient as is 
pretended, is evident from what fofephus teftifies. Lib. 7. 
Bell. Jud. Cap. iy. and in other places, viz. that Titus in 
his Siege of Jerufalem cut down all the Trees within 
about one hundred furlongs of Jerufalent-, and that the 

O Souldiers 
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Souldiers were forced to fetch Wood fo far, for making 
their Mounts, when they Aflaulted the Temple. 

At the upper corner of the Garden is a flat naked ledge 
qf Rock, reputed to be the place, on which the Apoftles, 
Peter, James and John, fell a deep during the Agony of 
our Lord. And a few paces from hence is a Grotto, (aid 
to be the place, in which Chrift underwent that bitter 
part of his Paflion. 

About eight paces from the place where the Apoftles 
flept, is a fmall fhred of ground twelve yards long, and 
one broad, fuppos’d to be the very Path on which the 
Traitor Judos walk’d up to Chrift, faying, Hail Majler, 
and kjjfed him. This narrow Path is feparated by a Wall 
out of the midftof the Garden, as a Terra damnata-, a 
work the more remarkable, as being done by the Turks, 
who, as well as Chriftians, deteft the very ground on 
which was a&ed fuch an infamous Treachery. 

From hence we crofs’d the Brook Cedron, clofe by the 
reputed Sepulcher of the Blefled Virgin; and entring at 
St Stephen’s Gate, returned again to the Convent. 

Thurfday, April 8. 

We went to fee the Palace of Pilate, I mean the place 
where they lay it flood; for now an ordinary Turkish 
Houfe pofleflfes its room. It is not far from the Gate of 
St Stephen, and borders upon the Area of the Temple on 
the North fide. From the Terraceof this Houfe you have 
a fair profpedof all the place where the Temple flood} 
indeed the only good profped, that is allow d you of it: 
For there is no going within the borders of it, without 
forfeiting your Life, or, which is worfe, your Religion. 
A fitter place for an Auguft Building could not be found 
in the whole World than this Area. It lies upon the top 
of Mount Moriah over againft Mount Olivet , the Valley 
ofjehofaphat lying between both Mountains. It is, as far 
as I could compute by walking round it without, five 
hundred and feventy of my paces in length, and three 
hundred and feventy in breadth •, and one may ftili difcern 

marks 
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marks of the great labour that it coft, to cut away the 
hard Rock, and to level fuch a fpacious Area upon fo 
ftrong a Mountain. In the middle of the Area ftands at 
prefent a Mofque of an o&ogonal figure, fuppos'd to be 
built upon the fame ground, where anciently flood the 
Santtum Santtorum. It is neither eminent for its Iarge- 
nefs, nor its Strudure j and yet it makes a very ftately fi¬ 
gure, by the foie advantage of its fituation. 

In this pretended Houfe of Pilate is /hewn the Room 
in which Chrift was mock’d with the Enfigns of Royalty 
and buffeted by the Soldiers. At the coming out of the 
Houfe is adefcent, where was anciently the Scala Sanfta. 
On the other fide of the Street (which was anciently part 
of the Palace alfo) is the Room where they fay our Lord 
was foourg’d. It was once us’d for a Stable by the Son of 
a certain Bajfa of Jtrufalem: But prefently upon this 
profanation, they lay, there came fuch a mortality a- 
mongft his Horfes, as forc’d him to refign the place. 
By which means it was redeem’d from that fordid ufe: 
But neverthelefs, when we were there, it was no better 
than a Weaver’s Shop. In our return from Pilate’s Pa¬ 
lace, we pafs’d along the Dolorus way j in which walk, 
we were fliewn in order: Firft, the place where Pilate 
brought our Lord forth, to prefent to the People, with 
this myftick Saying, Behold the Man ! Secondly, where 
Chrift fainted thrice, under the weight of his Crofs: 
Thirdly, where the Bleifed Virgin fwoon’d away at fo tra¬ 
gical a Spedacle: Fourthly, where St Veronica prefented 
to him the Handkerchief to wipe his bleeding Brows: 
Fifthly, where the Souldiers compell'd Simon the Cyrenian, 
to bear his Crofs. All which places I need only to name. 

Pry day April 9. 

We went to take a view of that which they call the 
Pool of Bethefda. It is one hundred and twenty paces 
long, and forty broad, and at leaft eight deep, but void 
of Water. At its Weft end it difcovers fome old Arches, 
now damm’d up. Thefe fome will have to be the five 

O 2 Porches 
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Porches in which fate that Multitude of lame, halt and 
blind, John j. But the mifchiefis,inftead of five, there are 
but three of them. The Poolis contiguous on one fide, to 
St Stephen’s Gate, on the other, to the Area of the T emple. 

From hence we went to the Convent or Nunnery of 
St Anne. The Church here is large and entire, and fo 
are part of the Lodgings; but both are defolate and ne- 
gle&ed. In a Grotto under the Church is fliewn the 
place, where, they fay, the Blefled Virgin was born. 
Near this Church they fhew the Pbarifee’s Houfe, where 
Mary Magdalen exhibited thofe admirable evidences of 
of a penitent affe&ion towards our Saviour; wafhing his 
feet with her tears, and wiping them with her hair, Luke 7. 
38. This place alfo has been anciently dignified with 
noly Buildings, but they are now negle&ed. 

This was our morning’s work. In the afternoon we 
went to fee Mount Gihon, and the Pool of the fame Name. 
It lies about two furlongs without Bethlehem Gate Weft- 
ward. It is a ftately Pool, one hundred and fix paces long, 
and fixty feven broad, and lin’d with wall and plaifter; 
and was, when we were there, well ftor’d with Water. 

Saturday, April io. 

We went to take our leaves of the holy Sepulcher, this 
being the laft time that it was to be open’d this Feftival. 

Upon this finifhing day, and the night following, the 
Turks allow free admittance for all People, without de¬ 
manding any fee for entrance as at other times; calling it 
a day of Charity. By this premifeuous Licence, they let 
In not only the poor, but, as I was told, the lewd and 
vicious alfo; who come thither to get convenien t opportu¬ 
nity for proftitution, prophaning the holy places in fuch 
planner (as it is fin’d) that they were not worfe defil’d even 
then when the Heathens here celebrated their Aphredifiif. 

Sunday, April 11. 

Now began the Turjks Byram, that is, the Feaft which 
$hey celebrate after their Lent, call’d by them Ramadam. 

This 
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This being a time of great Libertinifm among the Rabble, 
we thought it prudent to confine our felves to our Lodg¬ 
ings for fome time, to the end that we might avoid fuch 
Infolencies as are ufual in fuch times of publickFeftivity. 
Our confinement was the Iefs incommodious, becaule 
there was hardly any thing, either within or about the 
City, which we had not already vifited. 

Monday, April 12. Tuefday, April 13. 

We kept dole to our Quarters, but however not in 
idlenels; the time being now come, when we were to 
contrive, and provide things in order for our departure. 
We had a bad account, from all hands, of the Country’s 
being more and more embroyl’d by the Arabs: Which 
made us lomewhat unrelblv’d what way and method to 
take for our return. But during our fufpence it was told 
us, that the Mofolem was likewife upon his return to 
his Mafter, the Bajfa of Tripoli : Upon which intelligence 
we refolv’d, if poffible, to joyn our felves to his Company. 

Wednesday, April 14. 

We went with a fmall Prefent in our hands to wait 
upon the Mofolem, in order to enquire the time of his 
departure, and acquaint him with our defire to go under 
his protection. He affur’d us of his fetting out the next 
morning; fo we immediately took our leaves in order 
to prepare our felves for accompanying him. 

I was willing before our departure to meafure the Cir¬ 
cuit of the City: So taking one of the Fryars with me, I 
went out in the afternoon, in order to pace the Walls 
round. We went out at Bethlehem Gate, and proceeding 
on the right hand came about to the fame Gate again. 

I found the whole City 4630 paces in Circumference j 
which I computed thus. 


Paces 
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Paces 

From Bethlehem Gate to the corner on the right hand 400 


From that corner to Damafcus Gate d8o 

From Damafcus Gate to Herod’s 380 

From Herod’s Gate to Jeremiah’s Prifon iyo 

From Jeremiah’s Prifon to the corner next the Valley 
of Jehofapbat 22y 

From that corner to St Stephens Gate 38 y 

From St Stephens Gate to the Golden Gate 240 

From the Golden Gate to the corner of the Wall 380 
From that corner to the Dung Gate 470 

From the Dung Gate to Sion Gate <Joy 

From Sion Gate to the corner of the Wall 21 y 

From that corner to Bethlehem Gate yoo 


In all. Paces 4630 

The redudion of my paces to yards, is by catting away 
a tenth part, ten of my paces making nine yards; by 
which reckoning the 4630 paces amount to 4167 yards, 
which make juft two miles and a half. 

Thurfdaj , April iy. 

This morning our Diplomata were prefented us by 
the Father Guardian, to certify our having vifited all 
the holy places; and we prefented the Convent fifty 
Dollars a Man, as a gratuity for their trouble : Which 
offices having paft betwixt us, we took our leaves. 

W«fet out together with the Mofolem,and proceeding 
in the lame Road, by which we came, lodged the firft 
night at Katie Leban. But the Mofolem left us here, and 
continued his Stage as far as Naplofa ; fo we law him no 
paore, The Country People were now every where at 
plough in the Fields, in order to fow Cotton. ’Twas ob- 
Jervable that in ploughing they us’d Goads ofan extraor¬ 
dinary fize. Upon meafuring of foveral, I found them 
about eight foot long, and at the bigger End fix inches in 
circumference. They were arm’d at the lefler End with a 
{harp Prickle for driving the Oxen, and at the other end 
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with a (mail Spade, or Paddle of Iron, ftrong and mafly, 
for cleanfing the Plow from the clay that encumbers it 
in working. May we not from hence conje&ure, that it 
was with fuch a Goad as one of thefe, that Shamgar made 
that prodigious flaugh ter related ofhim ,Judg.Cap.$.v.$i* 
I am confident that whoever fhould fee one of thefe In- 
ftruments, would judge it to be a Weapon, not lefs fit, per¬ 
haps fitter than a Sword for fuch an Execution. Goads of 
this fort I law always us’d hereabouts, and alfo in Syria : 
And the reafon is, becaufe the fame fingle Perfon both 
drives the Oxen, and alfo holds and manages the Plough; 
which makes it neceflary to ufe fuch a Goad as is above 
defcrib’d, to avoid the encumbrance of two Inftruments. 

Friday, April 16. 

Leaving Kane Leban we proceeded ftill in our former 
Road j and pafling by Nsf lofa and Samaria, we came to 
the Fountain Selee, and there took up our Lodging this 
night. 

Saturday, April 17. 

The next morning we continued on in the feme Road 
that we Travell’d when outward bound, till we came to 
Caphar Arab. At this place we left our former way, and 
inftead of turning oft on the left hand to go for Acra, we 
kept our courfe ftraight forwards, refoiving to crofe 
dire&Iy athwart the Plain of Efdraelon, and to vifit Na¬ 
zareth. 

Proceeding in this courfe from Caphar Arab, we came 
in about half an hour tojeneen. This is a large old T own, 
on the skirts of Efdraelon: It has in it an old Cattle, and 
two Mofques, and is the chief refidence of the Emir Chibly. 
Here we were accofted with a Command from the Emir 
not to advance any farther, till he fhould come in perfon, 
to receive of us his Caphars. This was very unwelcome 
News to us, who had met with a tryal of his civility be¬ 
fore. But however we had no remedy, and therefore 
thought it beft to comply as contentedly as we could. 

Having 
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Having been kept thus in fufpence from two in the morn¬ 
ing till Sun fet, we then receiv’d an order from the Prince, 
to pay the Caphar to an Officer, whomhe fent to receive, 
it, and difmiis us. 

Having receiv’d this Licence, we made all the hafte we 
could to difpatch the Caphar, and to get clear of thefe 
Arabs. But notwithftanding all our diligence, it was near 
midnight before we could finifh. After which we de¬ 
parted, and entring immediately into the Plain of Efdrae- 
lon, Travell’d over it all night, and in feven hours reach d 
its other fide. Here we had a very fteep and rocky afcent; 
but however in half an hour we mafter’d it, and arriv'd 
at Nazareth. 

Sunday, April 18. 

Nazareth is at prefent only an inconfiderable Village, 
fituate in a kind of round concave Valley, on the top of 
an high Hill. We were entertain’d at the Convent built 
over the place of the Annunciation. At this place are as 
it were immured, feven or eight Latin Fathers, who live 
a life truly mortified, being perpetually in fear of the 
Arabs, who are abfolute Loras of the Country. 

We went in the afternoon to vifit the Sanduary of this 
place. The Church of Nazareth ftands in a Cave, luppos’d 
to be the place, where the Bleffed Virgin receiv’d that 
joyful meflfage of the Angel, Hail thou that art highly fa¬ 
voured, &c. Luke 1.2%. It refembles the figure of a Crofs. 
That part of it that ftands for the Tree of the Crofs is 
fourteen paces long, and fix over; and runs diredly into 
the Grot, having no other Arch over it at top, but that of 
the natural Rock. The traverfe part of the Crofs is nine 
paces long and four broad, and is built athwart the Mouth 
of the Grot. Juft at the fedion of the Crofs are ereded 
two Granite Pillars, each two foot and one inch diameter, 
and about three foot diftance from each other. They are 
fuppos’d to Hand on the very places, one, where the Angel, 
the other, where the BlefTed Virgin ftood at the time of 
the Annunciation. Of thefe Pillars, the innermoft being 
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that of the Bleffed Virgin, has been broke away by the 
Turks, in expedition of finding Treafure under it; fb 
that eighteen inches length of it is clean gone, between 
the Pillar andits Pedeftal. Neverthelefs it remains ereft; 
tho*, by what art it is fuftain’d, I could not difcern. It 
touches the roof above, and is probably hang’dupon that: 
Unlels you had rather take the Fryars account of it, yii* 
that it is fupported by a Miracle. 

After this we went to fee the Houfe of Jofeph, being 
the fame, as they tell you, in which the Son of God liv'd; 
for near thirty years, in fubjedtion to Man, Luke 2. yi. 
Not far diftant from hence they /hew you the Synagogue, 
where our Ble/Ted Lord Preach’d that Sermon, Luke 4. by 
which he fo exafperated his Country-men. Both thele 
places lie North Welt from the Convent, and were an¬ 
ciently dignified each with a handfome Church; but thefe 
Monuments of Queen Helena's Piety are now in ruins. 

Monday, April 15?. 

This day we deftin’d for vifiting Mount Tabor, Hand¬ 
ing by it lelf in the Plain of Efdraelon, about two or 
three furlongs within the Plain. 

Its being utuated in fuch a feparate manner has induc'd 
molt Authors to conclude, that this muft needs be that 
holy Mountain (as St Peter ftyles it, 2 Pet. 1. 18.) which 
was the placeofour Bleffed Lord's T ransfigu ration,reIated 
Mat. 17. Mark^9. There you read that Chrift tookjtvith 
him Peteir, James and John into a Mountain apart ; from 
which defcription they infer that the Mountain there 
{poke of can be no other than Tabor. The conclufion 
may pofllbly be true? but the argument us’d to prove it, 
feems incompetent; Becaufe the terra x*t' iS'iar or apart, 
mod likely relates to the withdrawing and retirement of 
the perfons there fpokenof; and not the fituation of the 
Mountain. 

After a very laborious alcent, which took up near an 
hour, we reach’d the higheft part of the Mountain. It has 
a plain Area at top, mod fertile and delicious; of an oval 

'P figure. 
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figure, extended about one furlong in breadth, and two 
in length. This Area is enclos’d with Trees on all parts, 
except toward the South. It was anciently inviron’d with 
Walls, and Trenches, and other Fortifications, of which 
it exhibits many remains at this day. 

In this Area there are in feveral places,Cifternsof good 
Water: But thole which are molt devoutly vifited, are 
three contiguous Grottos made to reprefent the three Ta¬ 
bernacles which St Peter propos’d toered, in the altonilh- 
ment that pofleft him at the glory of the Transfiguration. 
Lard (fays he) it is good for us to be here ; let us make three 
Tabernacles , one for Thee , See. 

I cannot forbear to mention in this place an obferva- 
tion, which is very obvious to all that vilit the Holy-Land, 
viz., that almoft all Paflages and Hiftories related in the 
Golpel are reprefented by them that undertake to Ihew 
where every thing was done, as having been done molt 
of them in Grottos j and that even in fuch cafes, where 
the condition and the circumftances of the adions them- 
felves leem to require places of another nature. 

Thus if you would lee the place where St Anne was 
deliver’d of the Blefled V irgin,you are carried to a Grotto: 
if the place of the Annunciation, it is alio a Grotto: If 
the place where the Blefled Virgin faluted Eliz.abeth , if 
that of the Baptift’s, or that of our Blefled Saviour’s Na¬ 
tivity i if that of the Agony, or that of St Peter's Re¬ 
pentance, or that where the Apoftles made the Creed, or 
this of the Transfiguration, all thefe places are alio Grot¬ 
tos. And in a word, where-ever you go, you find almolt 
every thing is reprefented as done under ground. Cer¬ 
tainly Grottos were anciently held in great efteem; or 
elle they could never have been aflign’d, in Ipight of all 
probability, for the places in which were done lo many 
various adions. Perhaps it was the Hermits way of 
living in Grottos from the fifth, or fixth Century down¬ 
ward, that has brought them ever fince to be in fo great 
reputation. 


From 
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From the top of Taber you have a profpecft, which, if 
nothing clfe, well rewards the labour of amending it. It 
is impoffible for Man’s eyes to behold a higher gratifica¬ 
tion of this nature. On the North Weft you difccrn at a 
diftance the Mediterranean; and all round you have the 
fpatious and beautiful Plains of Efdraelon and Galilee , 
which prefent you with the view of fo many places me¬ 
morable for the relort and Miracles of the Son of God. 

At the bottom of Tabor Weftward Hands Daberah , a 
■fmall Village fuppos'd by fome to take its Name from 
Deborah, that famous Judge and Deliverer of Ifrael. Neat 
this Valley is the Fountain of Kijhon. 

Not many leagues diftantEaftward you fee Mount Her¬ 
man ; atrhe foot of which is feated Nain, famous for our 
Lord’s railing the Widow’s Son there, Luke 7. 14. and 
Endor, the place where dwelt the Witch confulted by Saul. 
Turning a little Southward you have in view the high 
Mountains of Gilboah , fatal to Saul and his Sons. 

Due Eaft youdiicover the Sea of Tiberias , diftant about 
one day’s Journey; and clofe by that Sea, they ihew a 
fteep Mountain, down which the Swine ran, and perilh’d 
in the Waters. Mat. 8. 32. 

A few points towards the North appears that which 
they call the Mount of the Beatitudes-, a fmall riling, from 
which our Blefled Saviour deliver’d his Sermon in the 
5, 6 , 7 Chapters of St Matthew. Not far from this little 
Hill is the City Saphet , fuppos’d to be the ancient Be-r 
ihulia. It Hands upon a very eminent and confpicuous 
Mountain, and. is leen far and near. May we not fup- 
pofe that Chrift alludes to this City in thole words of his 
Sermon, Mat. y. 14. A City fet on a bill cannot be hid ? 
A conjecture which feems the more probable, becaufe our 
Lord, in feveral places, affe&s to illuftrate his difcourfe by 
comparifons taken from obje&s, that were then prefent 
before the eyes of his Auditors. As when he bids them, 
behold the fowls of the air, chap. 6. id. and the lilies of 
the field, ibid. v. 28. ! 

P 2 


From 
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From Mount Tabor you bave likewife the fight of a 
place, which they will tell you was Dotbaim, where Jo* 
fepb was fold by his Brethren; and of the Field, where 
purBlefled Saviour fed the Multitude with a few Loaves, 
and fewer Fifties. But whether it was the place where he 
divided the five Loaves and two Fifties amongft the five 
thouland, Mat. 14. 16. &c. or the feven Loaves amongft 
the four thoufand, Mat. 1 j. 32 .1 left them to agree among, 
themfelves. 

Having receiv’d great latisfadion in the fight of this 
Mountain, we return’d to the Convent the lame way that 
we came. After dinner we made another Imall excurfion, 
in order to fee that which they call the Mountain of the 
Precipitation; that is, the brow of the Hill from which 
the Nazarites would have thrown down our Blelfed Sa¬ 
viour, being incens’d at his Sermon Preach’d to them, 
Luke 4. This Precipice is at leaft half a league diftant 
from Nazareth Southward. In going to it you crofs firft 
over the Vale in which Nazareth ftands; and then going 
down two or three furlongs in a narrow cleft between 
the Rocks, you there clamber up a Ihort, but difficult way 
on the right hand; at the top of which,you find a great 
Stone handing on the brink of a Precipice, which is laid 
to be the very place, where our Lord was deftin'd to be 
thrown down by his enraged Neighbours, had he not 
made a Miraculousefo^pe outof their hands. There are 
In the Stone feveral little holes, refembling the prints of 
fingers thruft into it. Thefe, if the Fryars fay truth, are 
the impreffes of Chrift’s fingers, made in *he hard Stone, 
while he refilled the violence that was offer’d to him. At 
this place are feen two or three Citterns for laving Water, 
and a few ruins ; which is all that now remains of a Re¬ 
ligious building founded here by the Emprels Helena. 

Tuefday April 20. 

The next morning we took our leaves of Nazareth, 
prefonting the Guardian five a-piece, for his trouble and 
pfiarge in entertaining us. We direded opr courfe for 

4"a i 
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Acra; in order to which, going at firft Northward, we 
crofs’d the Hills that encompais’d the Vale of Nazareth 
on thatfide. After which we turn’d to the W eft ward, and 
pafs’d in view of Cana of Galilee ; the place fignaliz’d 
with the beginningof Chrift’s Miracles, John 2.11. In an 
hour and half more we came to Sepharia ; a place reve¬ 
renc’d for being the reputed habitation of Joachim and 
Anna , the Parents of the Blefled Virgin. It had once the 
Name of Diocefaria, and was a place in good repute: But 
at prefent it is reduced to a poor Village, (hewing only 
here and there a few ruins, to teftify its ancient better 
condition. On the Weft fide of the Town ftands good 
part of a large Church, built on the fame place, where 
they fay ftood the Houfe of Joachim and Anna; it is fifty 
paces long, and in breadth proportionable. 

At Sephira begins the delicious Plain of Zabulon. We 
were an hour and a half in eroding it; and, in an hour 
and a half more, paffed by a defolate Village on the right 
hand, by Name Satyra. In half an hour more we en¬ 
ter’d the Plains of Acra , and in one hour and a half more 
arriv’d at that place. Our Stage this day was fbmewhat 
lefs than feven hours: It lay about Weft and by North, 
and thro’ a Country very delightful, and fertile beyond 
imagination. 

Wednefday, April 21. 

At Acra we were very courteoufly treated by the French 
Conful and Merchant, as we had been when outward 
bound. Having (laid only one night, we took our leaves* 
and returning by the fame way of the Coaft, that I have 
deferib’d before, came the firft night to our old Lodgings 
at Solomon’s Cifterns, and the fecond to Sidon. 

Thurfday, April 22. 

Three hours diftant from Sidon, we were carry’d by 
the French Conful to fee a place, which we had paffed 
by unregarded in our Journey outward* tho’it very well 
deferv^s a Traveller's Qbfervation, 


At 
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At about the d iftance of a Mile from the Sea, there runs 
along a high Rocky Mountain; in the fide of which are 
hewn a multitude of Grots, all very little differing from 
each other. They have entrances of about two foot fquare. 
On the infide you find, in moil, or all of them, a Room 
of about four yards fquare; On the one fide of which is 
the door, on the other three,are as many little Cells, ele¬ 
vated about two foot above the floor. Here are of thele 
iubtcrraneous Caverns (as I was inform’d by thole who 
had counted them) two hundred in number. They go by 
the Name of the Grots of-- The great doubt con¬ 

cerning them is, whether they were made for the dead or 
the living. That which makes me doubt of this is, be- 
caufe tho’all the ancient Sepulchers in this Country very 
much relemble thele Grottos; yet they have lomething 
peculiar in them, which intices one to believe, they might 
be defign’d for the reception of the living: For feveral of 
the Cells within were of a figure not fit for having Corpfes 
depofited in them; Being lome a yard fquare,lomemore, 
■^and fome lefs; and feeming to be made for family ufes. 
Over the door of every Cell, there was a channel cut to 
convey the Water away, that it might not annoy the 
Roomswithin. And becaufe the Cells were cut above each 
other, fome higher, fome lower, in the fide of the Rock; 
here were convenient Stairs cut for the eafier communica¬ 
tion betwixt the upper and nether Regions. At the bottom 
of the Rock were alfo feveral old Ci Items for ltoring up 
Water. From all which arguments it may, with probabi¬ 
lity at leaft, be concluded, that thefe places were contriv’d 
for the ufe of the living, and not of the dead. But what 
ibrt of People they may be that inhabited this fubterra- 
neous City, or how long ago they liv’d, I am not able to 
relblve. True it is, Strabo delcribes the habitations of 
the Troglodyte to have been fomewhat of this kind. 

Friday , April 

We continued this day at Sidon, being treated by our 
Friends of the French Nation with great generofity. 

Saturday* 
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Saturday, April 24. 

This morning we took our leaves of the worthy French 
Conful, and the reft of our other Friends of that Nation, 
in order to go for Damafcus. 

Damafcus lies near due Eaft from Stdon: It is ufually 
efteem’d three days Journey diftant, the Road lying over 
the Mountain Libanus and Anti-Libanus. 

Having gone about half an hour thro’ the Olive yards 
of Sidon, we came to the foot of Mount Libanus, In 
two hours and a half more we came to a fmall Village 
called Caphar Milki. Thus far our afcent was eafy j but 
now it began to grow more fteep and difficult: In which 
having labour’d one hour and one third more, we then 
came to a frefh Fountain called Ambus Lee ; where we 
encamp’d for this night. Our whole Stage was four hours 
and one third j Our Courfe Eaft. 

Sunday, April 2j. 

The next day we continued afcending for three good 
hours, and then arriv'd at the highcft ridge of the Moun¬ 
tain, where the Snow lay clofe by the Road. We began 
immediately todefcend again on theotherfide;andin two 
hours came to a lmall Village called Mejhgarab, where 
there gufhes out, at once, from the fide of the Mountain, 
a plentiful Stream, which falling down into a Valley be¬ 
low, makes a fine Brook, and after a current of about 
two leagues, lofes it fclf in a River called Letane. 

At Mejhgarab there is a * Caphar demanded by the 
Drufes, who are the Pofleflors of thele Mountains. We 
were for a little while perplex’d by the exceffive demand 
made upon us by the Caphar-men j but finding us obfti- 
nate, they defilted. 

Having gone one hour beyond Mejhgarab, we got clear 
of the Mountain, and enter’d into a Valley called Bocat. 
This Bocat feems to be the fame with Bicath Aven, men¬ 
tion’d Amos 1. j. together with Eden and Damafcus for 

* Half per Frank, quarter per Servant. 
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there is very near it, in Mount Libanus, a place call’d Eden 
to this day. If might alfo have the Name of Aven, that 
is, Vanity given it, from the Idolatrous Worfhip of Baal , 
pradtifed at Balbecl^ or Heliopolis, which is fituate in this 
Valley. The Valley is about two hours over, and in length 
extends feveral days Journey, lying near North Eaft, and 
South Weft. It is enclofed on both fides with two pa¬ 
rallel Mountains, exa&ly refembling each other j the one 
that which we lately pais’d over between this and S'tdon, 
the other oppofite againft it towards Damafcus. The for* 
mer I take to be the true Libanus, the latter Anti-Liba- 
ms ; which two Mountains are no where ib well diftin- 
guifh’d as at this Valley. 

In the bottom of the Valley, there runs a large River 
called Letane. It rifes about two days Journey North¬ 
ward, not far from Balbeckj and keeping its courfe all 
down the Valley, falls at laft into the River Cafimir, or 
(as it is erroneoufiy called) Eleutherus. 

Thus far our courfe had been due Eaft; but here we 
inclin’d fome points toward the North. Crofting obliquely 
over the Valley, we came in half an hour to a Bridge over 
the River Letane. It confifts of five ftone Arches, and, 
is called Kor Aten, from a Village at a little diftance, of 
the lame Name. At this Bridge we crofs’d the River, and 
having Travell’d about an hour and a half on its bank, 
pitch’d our Tents there for this night. Our whole Stag# 
was eight hours. > 

Monday, April z6. 

The next morning we continued our oblique courfe 
over the Valley Bocat. In an hour we pais’d clofe by a 
(mall Village call’d JibJeneen, and in three quarters of 
an hour more, came to the foot of the Mountain Anti- 
Libanus. Here we had an eafy alcent, and in half an hour 
pafs’d by, on our right hand, a Village call’d ‘Uz.zi. In 
three quarters of an hour more we arriv’d at Ayta, a Vil¬ 
lage of Chriftians of the Greek Communion. At tbislaft 
place the Road began to grow very Rocky and trouble- 

fome j 
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fotue; in which having Travell'd an hour, we arriv’d at 
a fmall Rivulet call’d Ajn Tentloe. Here we enter'd into 
a narrow cleft between two Rocky Mountains, palling 
thro’ which we arriv’d in four hours at Demafs, gently 
defending all the way. At Demafs a fmall * Caphar is 
demanded; which being difpatch’d,we put forward again, 
but had not gone above an hour and a half, when it grew 
dark, and we were forc’d to Hop at a very inhofpitable 
place, but the bell we could find; affording no grafs for 
our Horfes, nor any Water, bu t j ull enough to breed Frogs* 
by which we were lerenaded all night. 

Tutfiaj , April 27. 

Early the next morning we delerted this uncomfortable 
Lodging, and in about an hour arriv’d at the River Bar- 
radj ; our Road Hill defending. This is the River that 
waters Damafcus, and enriches it with all its plenty and 
plealure. It is not fo much as twenty yards over; but 
comes pouring down from the Mountains with great ra¬ 
pidity, and with lo vaft a Body of Water, that it abun¬ 
dantly fupplies all the thirfty Gardens, and the City of 
Damafcus. 

We crofTed Barr ah at a new Bridge over it, call'd 
Dummar. On the other fide our Road alcended, and in 
half an hour, brought us to the brink of a high Precipice, 
at the bottom of which the River runs; the Mountain 
being here cleft afunder to give it admilfion into the 
Plain below. 

At the higheft part of the Precipice is ere&ed a finall 
Stru&ure, likeaSheck’s Sepulcher, concerning which the 
Turks relate this Story: That their Prophet, coming near 
Damafcus , took his Station at that place for fome time, 
in order to view the City; and confidering the ravilhing 
beauty and delightfulneft of it, he would not tempt his 
frailty by entring into it; but inftantly departed, with this 
refle&ion upon it, that there was butone Paradife defign’d 
* A quarter ptr Head. 

CL for 
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for Man, and for his part he was refolv’d not to rake His 
in this World. 

You have indeed, from the Precipice, the moftperfeA 
profpect of Damafcus. And certainly no place in the 
World can promifc the Beholder, at a diftance, greater 
voluptuoufnefs. It is Ornate in an even Plain of fo great 
extent, that you can but juft difcern the Mountains that 
compafs it on the farther fide. It ftands on the Weft fide 
of the Plain, at not above two miles diftance from the 
place where the River Barrady breaks out from between 
the Mountains; its Gardens extending almoft to the very 
place. 

The City it (elf is of a long ftreight figure; its ends 
pointing near North Eaft and South Weft. It is very (len¬ 
der in the middle, but (wells bigger at each end, efpecially 
at that to the North Eaft. In its length, as far as Icoula 
guefsby my eye, it may extend near two miles. It is thick 
fet with Molques and Steeples, the ufual ornaments of 
the Turkifh Cities; and is encompals'd with Gardens, ex¬ 
tending no lefs, according to common eftimation, than 
thirty miles round j which makes it look like a noble City 
in a vaft Wood. The Gardens are thick fet with Fruit 
Trees of all kinds, kept fre(h and verdant by the Waters 
of Barrady. You difcover in them many Turrets, and 
Steeples,andSummer-Houfes frequently peeping out from 
amongft the green Boughs, which may be conceiv’d to add 
no fmall advantage and beauty to the ProlpeA. On the 
North fide of this vaft Wood is a place call’d Solhees , 
where are the moft beautifulSummer-Houfes andGardens. 

The greateftpart of this pleafantnefs and fertility pro¬ 
ceeds, as I faid, from the Waters of Barrady , which fup- 
ply both the Gardens and City in great abundance. This 
River, as loon as it i(Tues out from between the cleft of 
the Mountain before mention’d, into the Plain, is imme¬ 
diately divided into three Streams, of which, the middle- 
mod and biggeft runs diredly to Damafcus thro’ a large 
open Field call'd, the AgerDamafcenus, and is diftributed 
to all the Cifterns and Fountains of the City. The other 

two 
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two (which I take to be the work of Art) are drawn 
round, one to the right hand, and the other to the left, 
on the borders of the Gardens, into which they are let 
as they pafs,by little Currents, and fo difpers'd all over 
the vaft Wood. Infomuch that there is not a Garden, but 
has a fine quick Stream running thro’it; which fervesnot 
only for watering the place, but is alfo improv’d inta 
Fountains, and other Water-works very delightful, tho’ 
not contriv’d with that variety ofexquifite Art which is 
us’d in Chriftendom. 

Barrady being thus deforib’d, is almoil wholly drunk 
up by the City and Gardens. What fmall part ofit efcapcs 
is united, as I was inform’d, in one Channel again, on the 
South Eaft fide of the City; and after about three or four 
hours courfe, finally lofes it lelf in a Bog there, withouc 
ever arriving at the Sea. 

The Greeks, and from them, the Romans call this Ri¬ 
ver Chryforrboas. But as for Abana and Pbarpar, Rivers 
of Damafcus, mention’d 2 Kings j. 12- I could find no 
memory, fo much as of the Names remaining. They muft 
doubtlefs have been only two Branches of the River Bar- 
redy ; and one of them was probably the fame Stream that, 
now runs through the Ager Damajcenus, directly to the 
City, which feems by its ferpentine way to be a natural 
Channel; The other I know not well where to find; but 
its no wonder, feeing they may and do turn, and alter the 
courfes of this River, according to their own conve¬ 
nience and pleafure. 

We continued agood while upon the Precipice,to.take 
a view of the City; and indeedit is a hard matter to leave 
a Station which prefents you fo charming a Landskip. It 
ey.hibits the Paradife below as a moll fair and deledable 
place, and yet will hardly fuffer you to ftir away, to go 
to it: Thus at once inviting you to the City, by the plea¬ 
fure which it feems to promile, and detaining you from 
it by the beauty of the Profped. 

Coming down the Hill into the Plain, we w’ere there 
met by a Janizary from the Convent, fent to condud us 

0^2 inco 
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into the City. He did not think fit to carry us in at the 
Weft Gate, (which was neareft at hand) and fo all acrols 
the City, to the Latin Convent where we were to Lodge; 
for fear the Damafcens, who are a very bigotted and in- 
iblent Race, ftiould be offended at fo great a number of 
Franks as we were: To avoid which danger, he led us 
round about the Gardens, before we arriv'd at the Gate. 
The Garden Walls are of a very lingular Stru&ure. They 
are built of great pieces of Earth, made in the falhionof 
Brick, and hardn’d in the Sun. In their dimenfions they 
are two yards long each, and fomewhat more than one 
broad, and half a yard thick. Two rows of thefe placed 
(edge ways, one upon another,make a cheap, expeditious, 
and, in this dry Country, a durable Wall. 

In palling between the Gardens, we alio oblerv’d their 
method of Icouring the Channels. They put a great bough 
<of a Tree in the Water, and fallen to it a Yoke of Oxen. 
Upon the bough there fits a good weighty Fellow, to prels 
it down to the bottom, and to drive the Oxon. In this 
equipage the bough isdragg’d all along the Channel, and 
ferves at once both to cleanle the bottom, and alfo to 
mud and fatten the Water for the greater benefit of the 
Gardens. 

Entring at the Eaft Gate, we went immediately to the 
Convent, and were very courteoufly receiv’d by the Guar¬ 
dian, Father Raphael, a Majorktne by birth; and a Perlon 
who tho’ he has dedicated himlelf to the contemplative 
Life, yet is pot unfit for any affairs of the A&ive. 

Wednefday, April 28. 

This morning we walk’d out to take a view of the City. 
The firft place we went to vilit, was the Houfe of an emi¬ 
nent Turk. The Streets here are narrow, as is ufual ip 
hot Countries, and the Houles are all built, on the out- 
fide, of no better a material than either Sun-burnt Brick, 
or Flemilh Wall, daub’d over in as courfe a manner as 
can be leen in the vileft Cottages. From this dirty way of 
Building, they have this amqpgft other inconveniencies, 
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that upon any violent Rain, the whole City becomes, by 
the wafhing of the Houfes, as it were a Quagmire. 

It maybe wonder'd what fhould induce the People to 
build in this bafe manner, when they have in the adjacent 
Mountains liich plenty of good Stone, for noble Fabricks. 
I can give no reafon for it, unlefs this may pals for fuch; 
that thole who firft planted here, finding lo delicious a 
fituation,were in hafte to come to the enjoyment of it; and 
therefore nimbly let up thole extemporary Habitations, 
being unwilling to defer their pleafure fo long, as whilft 
they might ered more magnificent Structures: Which pri¬ 
mitive example their Succeffours have follow’d ever fince. 

But however in thefe mud Walls, you find the Gates 
and Doors adorn'd with Marble Portals, carv’d and in¬ 
laid with great beauty and variety. It is an objed not a 
little furprizing,to lee mud andMarble, State and Sordid- 
nels lb mingled together. 

In the infide, the Houles dilcover a very different Face 
from what you lee without. Here you find generally a 
large fquare Court, beautified with variety of fragrant 
Trees, and Marble Fountains, and compafs’d round with 
fplendid Apartments and Duans. The Duans are floor’d 
and adorn’d on the fides, with variety of Marble, mixt in 
Mofaick Knots and Mazes. The Ceilings and Traves are, 
after the Turkifh manner, richly Painted and Guilded, 
They have generally Artificial Fountains fpringing up 
before them in Marble Bafons; and, as for Carpets and 
Cuihions, are furniih'd out to the height of Luxury. Of 
thefe Duans they have generally feveral on all fides of 
the Court, being placed at fuch different points, that at 
one or other of them, you may always have either the 
Shade or the Sun, which you pleafe. 

Such as I have deferib’d was the Houle we went to fee j 
and I was told the reft relemble the fame defeription. 

In the next place we went to fee the Church of Sc 
John Baptift, now converted into a Mofque, and held too 
lacred for Chriftians to enter, or almoft to look into. 
However we had three fhorc views of it, looking in at 

three 
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three feveral Gates. Its Gates are vaftly large, and cover’d 
with Brafs, ftampt all over with Arab Charaders, and in 
feveral places with the figure of a Chalice, fuppos'd to be 
the ancient Enfigns or Arms of the Mamalukes. On the 
North fide of the Church is a fpatious Court, which I 
could not conjedure to be lefs than one hundred and fifty 
yards long, and eighty or one hundred broad. The Court 
is pav’d all over, and endofed on the South fide by the 
Church, on the other three fides by a double Cloifter, 
fupported by two rows of Granite Pillars of the Corin¬ 
thian Order, exceeding lofty and beautiful. 

On the South fide the Church jbynsto the Bazars, and 
there we had an opportunity juft to peep into it. It is 
within fpatious and lofty, built with three Ifles, between 
which are rows of polifh’d Pillars of a furpafling beauty ; 
unlefs perhaps we were tempted to overvalue what was 
fo fparingly permitted to our Survey. 

In this Church are kept the Head of St John, and fome 
other Relicks efteem’d fo holy, that it is death even fora 
Turk to prefume to go into the Room, where they are 
kept. We were told here by a Turk of good faihion, that 
Chrift was to defcend into this Mofque at the day of J udg- 
ment, as Mahomet was to do into that of Jerufalem : But 
the ground and reafon of this tradition, I could not learn. 

From the Church we went to the Caftle, which ftands 
about two furlongs diftant, towards the Weft. It is a good 
Building of the ruftick manner; in length it is three hun¬ 
dred and forty paces, and in breadth fomewhat lefs. We 
were admitted but juft within the Gate, where we law 
ftore of ancient Arms and Armour, the Spoils of the 
Chriftians in former times. Amongft the Artillery was an 
old Roman Bali (la; but this was a place not long to be 
gaz’d upon by fuch as we were. At the Eall end of the 
Caftle there hangs down in the middle of the Wall a fhort 
Chain cut in Stone; of what ufe I know not, unlefs to 
boaft the Skill of the Artificer. 

Leaving this place we went to view the Bazars, which 
wefound crowded with People, butdellituteofany thing 
elfe worth obferving. fhurf- 
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Thurfdaj, April 29. 

Very early this morning we went to fee the yearly great 
Pomp of the Hadgees fetting out on their Pilgrimage to 
Mecca ; Oftan , Baffa of Tripoli , being appointed their 
Emir or Conductor for this year. For our better fecurity 
from the infolencies of the over zealous votaries, we hired 
a Shop in one of the Bazars thro’which they were to pafs. 

In this famous Cavalcade there came firft forty fix 
Dellees, that is. Religious Madmen, carrying each a filk 
Streamer, raixt either of red and green, or of yellow and 
green. After theft: came three Troops of Segmen, an Or¬ 
der of Souldiers amongft the Turks; and next to them, 
fome Troops of Saphees, another Order of Souldiery. 
Thefe were follow'd by eight Companies of Mugrubines 
(fb the Turks call the Barbarofes) on foot: Theft were Fel¬ 
lows of a very formidable afpeft, and were defign’d to be 
leffcin a Garrilon, maintain’d by the Turks fome where in 
the Dcfarc of Arabia, and reliev’d every year with frelh 
Men. InthomiddoftheMugrubines,there pafs’dfix finall 
pieces of Ordnance. In the next place came on foot the 
Souldiers of the Caftle of Damafcus; fantallically Arm’d 
with Coats of Mail, Gauntlets, and other pieces of old 
Armour. Thefe were follow’d by two troops of Janizaries, 
and their Aga, all mounted. Next were brought the Baf- 
fa’s two Horfe Tajls, ulher’d by his Aga of the Court; 
and next after the Tails follow’d fix led Horfes, all of 
excellent fhape, and nobly furnilh’d. Over the Saddle 
there was a Girt upon each led Horft, and a large Silver 
Target guilded with Gold. 

After thefe Horfes came the Mahmal. This is a large 
Pavilion of black Silk, pitch'd upon the back of a very 
great Camel, and fpreading its Curtains all round about 
the Beaft down to the ground. The Pavilion is adorn’d 
at top with a Gold Ball, and with Gold Fringes round 
about. The Camel that carries it wants not alio his Or¬ 
naments of large RopesofBeads,Fiih-ihells,Fox-tails, and 
other fuch fantaftical finery hang’d upon his Head, Neck 
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and Legs. All this is defign’d for the State of the Alcoran, 
which is placed with great reverence under the Pavilion, 
where it rides in State both to and from Mecca. The 
Alcoran is accompanied with a rich new Carpet which 
the Grand Signieur fends every year for the covering of 
Mahomet’s Tomb, having the old one brought back in 
return for it, which is efteem’d of an ineftimable value, 
^fter having been lb long next Neighbour to the Prophet’s 
rotten Bones. TheBeaft, which carries this facredLoad, 
has the privilege to be exempted from all other Burdens 
ever after. 

After the Mahmal, came another Troop,and with them 
the Bafla himfelf; and laft of all, twenty loaded Camels, 
with which the Train ended, having been three quarters 
of an hour in paffing. 

Having oblerv’d what we could of this Shew, (which 
perhaps was never feen by Franks before) we went to 
view lome other Curiofities. The firft place we came to 
was the Ager Damafcenus, a long beautiful Meadow, juft 
without the City, on the Weft fide. It is divided in the 
middle by that branch of the River Barrady which lup- 
plies the City ; and is taken notice of, becaufe of a Tradi¬ 
tion current here, that Adam was made of the Earth of 
)this Field. 

Adjoyning to the Ager Damafcentu is a large Hofpital: 
It has within it a pleafimt fquare Court, enclos’d on the 
South fide by aftately Molque, and otfits other fides with 
Cloifters, and Lodgings of no contemptible Stru&ure. 

Returning from hence homeward, we were (hewn by 
the way a very beautiful Bagnio; and not far from it a 
Coffee-houfe capable of entertaining four or five hundred 
People, ftiaded over head with Trees, and with Matts 
when the Boughs fail. It had two Quarters for the re¬ 
ception of Guefts; one proper for the Summer, the other 
for the Winter. That defign'd for the Summer was a 
fmall Ifland, wafh’d all round with a large fwift Stream, 
and ftiaded over head with Matts and Trees. We found 
here a Multitude of Turks upon the Duans, regaling 

them- 
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themfelves in this pleafant place; there being nothing 
which they behold with lb much delight as Greens and 
Water: To which if a beautiful Face be added, they have 
a Proverb, that all three together make a perfed Anti¬ 
dote againft Melancholy. 

In the afternoon, We went to vifit the Houle which, 
they fay, was fometime the Houle of Ananias, the Re- 
ftorer of fight to St Paul, Alls 9. 17. The place Ihewa 
for it is (according to the old Rule) a finall Grotto, or Cel¬ 
lar, affording nothing remarkable, but only that there are 
in it a Chriftian Altar, and a Turkifh praying place, leated 
nearer to each other, than well agrees with the nature of 
luch places. 

Our next Walk was out of the Eaft Gate, in order to 
fee the place (they lay) of St Paul’s Vifion, and what elle 
is oblervable on that fide. The place of the Vifion is about 
half a mile diftant from the City, Eaftward It is dole by 
the way fide, and has no Building to diftinguifh it, nor 
do I believe it ever had. Only there is a finall Rock or 
heap of Gravel which ferves to point out the place. 

About two furlongs nearer the City, is a finall Timber 
Strudure refembling the Cage of a Country Burroughs 
Within it is an Altar ereded: There you are told, the! 
holy Apoftle relied for feme time in his way to this City,- 
after his Vifion, Acts 9. 8. 

Being return'd to the City, we were Ihewn the Gate at 
which St Paul was let down in a Basket, ASs 9. 2y. 
This Gate is at prelent wall’d up by reafon of its vicinity 
to the Eall Gate, which renders it of little ule. 

Entring again into the City, we went to fee the great 
Patriarch refiding in this City. He was a Perfonof about 
forty years of Age. The place of his refidence was mean, 
and his Perlbn and Converle promis'd not any thing ex¬ 
traordinary. He told me there were more than one thou- 
fand two hundred Souls of the Greek Communion in that 
City. 


Friday, 


R 
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Friday, April 30. 

The next day we went to vifit the Gardens, and to* 
foend a day there. The place where we difpos’d of our 
(elves was about a mile out of Town. It afforded us a 
very pleafant Summer-houfe, having a plentiful Stream 
of Water running thro’it. The Garden was thick let with 
Fruit Trees, butwithout any Art or Order. Such as this, 
are all the Gardens hereabouts: Only with this odds, that 
ibme of them have their Summer-houfes more fplendid 
than others, and their Waters improv'd into greater va¬ 
riety of Fountains. 

In vifiting thefe Gardens, Franks are obliged either to 
Walk on foot, or elfe to ride upon Affes; the infolence of 
the Turks not allowing them to mount on Horfe-back. To 
ferve them upon thefe occafions, here are Hackney AfTes 
always (landing ready equipp’d for iiire. When you are 
mounted, the Matter of tne Afs follows his Beaft to the 
place whether you are dispos’d to go; goading him up 
behind with a (harp pointed Stick, which makes him dif- 
patch his Stage with great expedition. It is apt fomc- 
times to give a little difguft to the generous Traveller, to 
be forc’d to fubmit to fuch marks of (corn: But there is no 
remedy; and if the Traveller will take my advice, his 
beft way will be to mount his Afs contentedly, and to 
turn the affront into a motive of Recreation, as we did. 
Having (pent the day in the Garden, we return’d in the 
evening to the Convent. 

Saturday, Mayi. 

The next day we fpent at another Garden, not far di- 
ttant from the former; but far exceeding it in the beauty 
of its Summer-houfe, and the variety of it* Fountains. 

Sunday , May 2. 

We went, as many of us as were difpos'd, to Sydettaaa, 
a Greek Convent about four hours diftant from Damaftus, 
to foe Northward,or North by Eatt: The Road, except¬ 
ing 
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*Ug only two fteep afcents, is very good. In this Stage 
we pafs'd by two Villages, the firft call'd Tall , the fecond 
Menem . At a good diftance on the right hand is a very 
high Hill, reported to be the lame on which Cain and 
Abel offer'd their Sacrifices; and where allb the former 
flew his Brother, letting the firft example of Blood-lhed 
to the World. 

Sjdtnaiia is fituated at the farther fide of a large Vale 
on the top of a Rock. The Rock is cut with Steps all up, 
without which it would be inaccelfible. It is fenced all 
round at the top, with a ftrong Wall, which endoles the 
Convent. It is a place of very mean Strudure, and con¬ 
tains nothing in it extraordinary, but only the Wine 
made here, which is indeed moft excellent. This place 
was at firft Founded and Endow’d by the Emperour Ju~ 
fiiman. It is at prelent pofleft by twenty Greek Monks, 
and forty Nuns, who leem to live promifcuouily together, 
without any order or leparation. 

Here are upon this Rock, and within a little compafs 
round about it, no lels than fixteen Churches or Orato¬ 
ries ; Dedicated to feveral Names. The firft, to St John i 
fecond, to St Paul ; third, to St Thomas ; fourth, to St 
Babjlati fifth, to St Barbara ; fixth, to St C briftopheri 
leventh, to St Jofepb ; eighth, to St Lazarus ; ninth, to 
the Blejfed Virgin; tenth, to St Demetrius ; eleventh, 
to St Saba ; twelfth, to St Peter ; thirteenth, to St 
George ; fourteenth, to All Saints ; fifteenth, to the Mten- 
fion-, fixteenth, to the Transfiguration of our Lord: rrom 
all which, we may well conclude, this place was held an¬ 
ciently in no fmall repute for San&ity. Many of thefe 
Churches I adually vifited; but found them fo ruin’d and 
defolate, that I had not courage to go to all. 

In the Chappel, made ufo of by the Convent for their 
dayly Services, they pretend to fhew a great Miracle,done 
here fome years fince; of which take this Account, as I 
receiv’d it from them. 

They had once in the Church a little Pidure of the 
Bleiled Virgin, very much reforted toby Supplicants, and 

R z famous 
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famous for the many Cures and Bleflings granted in re¬ 
turn to their Prayers. It happened that a certain Sacri¬ 
legious Rogue took an opportunity to fteal away this 
Miraculous Picture: But he had not kept it long in his. 
cuftody, when he found it Metamorphofed into a real 
Body of Flefh. Being ftruck with wonder and remorfe at 
fo prodigious an event, he carried back the prize to its 
true Owners, confeffing and imploring forgivenefsfor his 
prime. The Monks having recover’d fo great a Jewel, 
and being willing to prevent fuch another difafter for the 
future, thought fit to depofiteit in a fmall Cheft of'Stone; 
and placing it in a little Cavity in the Wall behind the 
high Altar, fixt an Iron Grate before it, in order to fecure 
it from any fraudulent attempts for the future. Upon 
the Grates there are bang’d abundance of little toys and 
trinkets,being the offerings of many Votaries in return for 
the fuccefs given to their Prayers at this Shrine. Under 
the fame Cheft, in which the Incarnate Picture was de- 
pofited, they always place a fmall Silver Bafin, in order to 
receive the diftillation of an holy Oyl, which they pre¬ 
tend iflues out from the enclofed Image, and does won¬ 
derful Cures in many diftempers, efpecially thofe affeft- 
ipg the gyes. 

On the Eaft fide of the Rock is an ancient Sepulcher 
hollow’d in the firm Stone. The Room is about eight 
yards fquare, and contains in itsfides (as I remember) 
twelaflgOhefts for Corpfes. Over the entrance there are 
parv^HX Statues as big as the Life, (landing in three 
jJifijKS, two in each Nich. At the Pedeftals of the Statues 
mttf be obferv’d a few Greek words, which, as far as I 
was able to difcern them in their prefent obfcurity, are 
as follows. 

BTOtCl®-- l[or]A^y4>I[AI lOTA^AJfMH 

iorA^APTe n] nuoc tpioc ka[i a[pi] 
uiiaipoc kai [k]ai aomncina AANH rr[NH] 
ppeirtr riNH ttnh ijantac enoioY[N]j 
Under tht Under the ftcond. Under the third Nick. 

A Gen- 
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A Gentleman in our Company, and my felf have rea- 
fon to remember this place, for an elcape we had in it. A 
drunken Janizary, palling under the Window where'we 
.were, chanc'd to have a drop of Wine thrown out upon 
his Veft. Upon which innocent provocation, he prefented 
his Piftol at us in at the Window: Had it gone off, it muff 
have been fatal to one or both of us, who late next the 
place. But it plealed God to reftrain his fury. This even¬ 
ing we return’d again to Damafcus. 

Monday, May 3. 

This morning we went to fee the Street call’d Straight , 
Alls p. 11. It is about half a mile in length, running 
from Eaft to Weft thro’ the City. It being narrow, and 
the Houles jutting out in feveral places on both lidcs, 
you cannot have a clear profped of its length and 
ftraightnels. In this Street is fhewn the Houfe of Judas , 
with whom St Paul Lodged; and in the lame Houfe is 
an old Tomb, faid to be Ananias’ s: But how he Ihould 
come to be buried here, they could not tell us, nor could 
we guefs; his own Houle being Ihcwn us in another place. 
However the Turks have a reverence for his Tomb, and 
maintain a Lamp always burning over it. 

In the afternoon, having prelented the Convent w'ith 
ten per Man for our kind reception, we took our leaves 
of Damafcus, and lhap’d our courfe for Tripoli-, .(leljgning 
in the way to fee Balbeck, and the Cedars of Lilnafff^ In 
order to this, we return’d the fame way by which we^camc; 
and crofting the River Barrady again at the Bridge of 
Dammar, came to a Village of the fame Name a little far¬ 
ther, and there Lodg’d this night. We Travell’d this af¬ 
ternoon three hours. 

Tuefday, May 4. 

This morning we left our old Road, and took another 
more Northerly. In an hour and a half we came to a 
finall Village call’d Sinie; juft by which, is an ancient 
Strudure on the top of an high Hill, fuppos’d to be the 

Tomb 
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Tomb of Abel, and to have given the adjacent Country in 
old times the Name of Abilene. The Fratricide alfo is faid 
by iome to have been committed in this place. The Tomb 
is thirty yards long; and yet it is here believ'd to have 
been but juft proportion'd to the Stature of Him who 
was buried in it. Here we enter’d into a narrow Gut, 
between two fteep rocky Mountains, the River Barrady 
running at the bottom. On the other fide of the River 
were feveral tall Pillars, which excited our Curiofity, to 
go and take a nearer view of them. We found them part 
of the front of fome ancient, and very magnificent Edi¬ 
fice, but of what kind we could not conje&ure. 

We continued upon the Banks of Barrady, and came 
in three hours to a Village call'd Maday, and in two 
hours more to a Fountain call'd Ayn il Hawra, where we 
Lodg'd. Our whole Stage was fomewhat lefs than feven 
hours ; our Courle near North Weft. 

Wednefday, May y. 

This morning we pafs’d by the Fountain of Barrady, 
and came in an hour and two thirds to a Village call'd 
Surgawtch. At this place, we left the narrow Valley, in 
which we had Travell'd ever fince the morning before, 
andalcended the Mountain on the left band. Having fpent 
in crofling it, two hours, we arrived a fecond time in the 
Valley of Bocat ; here (leering Northerly diredtly up the 
Valley, we arriv’d in three hours at Balbecki Our Stage 
this day was near (even hours, and our Courle near abour 
Weft. 

At Balbeek we pitch’d at a place left than half a mile 
diftant from the Town, Eaftward, near a plentiful and 
delicious Fountain, which grows immediately into a 
Brook; and running down to Balbeek, adds no fmall plea- 
fure and convenience to the place. 

In the afternoon we walked out to (ee the City. But 
we thought fit, before we enter’d, to get Licenle of the 
Govcrnour,and to proceed with all caution. Being taught 
this nccdlary care by the example of fome worthy Englifh 

Gentlemen 
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Gentlemen of our Fa£ory; who vifitinjj this place in the 
year itSSp, in their return from Jerufalem, and fufpe&ing 
no mifichief, were balely intrigu’d by the People here, and 
forc'd toredeem their Lives at a great Sum of Money. 

Balbeck^ is fuppos’d to be the ancient Heliapolis, or City 
of the Sun ; for that the word imports. Its prefent Arab, 
which is perhaps its moil ancient Name, inclines to the 
fame importance. For&*<i/, tho’it imports all Idols in 
general; of whatfoever Sex or Condition; yet it is very 
often appropriated to the Sun, the Sovereign Idol of 
this Country. 

The City enjoys a mod delightful and commodious fi- 
tuation, on the Eaft fide of the Valley of Bocat, It is of 
a fquare figure, compafs’d with a tolerable good Wall, in 
which are Towers all round at equal diftances. It extends, 
as far as I could guefs by the eye, about two furlongs on 
a fide. Its Houfes within are all of the meaneft Structure, 
fuch as are ufually feen in l\irkifh Villages. 

At the South Weft fide of this City is a noble Ruin, 
being the only Curiofity for which this place is wont to 
be vifited. It was anciently a Heathen Temple; together 
with fome other Edifices belonging to it, all truly Magni¬ 
ficent : But in latter times thefe ancient Structures have 
been patch'd, and piec'd up with fevcral other Buildings; 
converting the whole into a Caftle, under which Name it 
goes at this day. The adjeCtitious Buildings are of no mean 
Architecture, but yet eafily diftinguifhable from what is 
more ancient. 

Coming near thefe Ruins, the firft thing you meet with 
is a little round Pile of Building, all of Marble. It is en¬ 
circled with Columns of the Corinthian Order, very beau¬ 
tiful, which furport a Cornifh that runs all round the 
Structure of no ordinary ftate and beauty. This part of 
itthat remains, is at prefent in a very tottering condition, 
but yet the Greeks uie it for a Church: And ’twere well if 
the danger of its falling, which perpetually threatens, 
would excite thofe People to ufe a little more fervour in 
their Prayers, than they generally do; the Greeks being- 

feeming- 
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feemingly the undevout and negligent at their Di¬ 
vine Service, of any fort of People in the Chriftian W^orld. 

From this Ruin you come to a large firm pile of Build¬ 
ing, which tho’ very lofty, and compos'd or huge fquare 
Stones, yet, I take to be part of the aaje&itious work; for 
one fees in the infide fome fragments of Images in the 
Walls andStones,with Roman Letters upon them, fet the 
wrong way. In one Stone we found graven divis. and 
in another Line, mo sc. Thro' this pile you pals in a 
ftately arch’d Walk or Portico, one hundred and fifty 
paces long, which leads you to the Temple. 

The Temple is an oblong lquare, in breadth thirty two 
yards, and in length fixty four, of which eighteen were 
taken up by the n&rttos or Anti-Temple ; which is now 
tumbled down, the Pillars being broke that iuftain’d it. 
The Body of the Temple, which now Hands, is encom- 
pafled with a noble. Portico, fupported by Pillars of the 
Corinthian Order, meafuring fix foot and three inches in 
diameter, and about forty five foot in height, confifting 
all of three Stones a piece. The difiance of the Pillars , 
from each other, and from the Wall of the Temple, is 
nine foot. Of thefe Pillars there are fourteen on each fide' 
of theTemple, and eight at the end, counting the corner 
Pillars in both numbers. 

On the Capitals of the Pillars there runs all round * 
ftately Architrave, and Corn ifit rarely carv’d. The Por¬ 
tico is cover’d with large Stones hollow’d Arch-wife, ex¬ 
tending between the Columns, and the Wall of the Tem-. 
pie. In the Center of each ftone is carv’d the figure of 
fome one or other of the Heathen Gods, or Goddeifes, or 
Heroes. I remember amongft the reft a Ganymede, and. 
the Eagle flying away with him, fb lively done that it ex¬ 
cellently reprefented the fenfeof thatVerfe in Martial, 

IlUftim timidis unguibus hafit onus . 

The Gate of theTemple is twenty one foot wide; but 
how high. Could not be mea fur’d, it being in part fill’d up 
with rubbilh. It is molded and beautified all mund with 

iexquifite 
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fexquifite Sculpture. On the nethermoftfide of the Portal, 
is carv'd a Fame hovering over the head ?;,youencer,and 
extending its Wings two thirds of the breadth of the 
Gate; and on each fide of the Eagle is deferib’d a Fame 
likewife upon the Wing. The Eagle carries in its Pounces 
a Caduceus, and in his Beak the Strings or Ribbons com¬ 
ing from the ends of two Feftoons-, whofe other ends are 
held and lupported on each fide, by the two Fames. The 
whole feem a to be a piece of admirable Sculpture. 

The meafure of the Temple within, is forty yards in 
length, and twenty in breadth. In its Walls all round are 
two rows of Pilafters, one above the other; and between 
the Pilaiters are Niches, which feem to have beendefign’d 
for the reception of Idols. Of thefe Pilafters, there are 
eight in a row, on each fide; and of the Niches, nine. 

About eight yards diftance from the upper end of the 
Temple, ftands part of two fine channel’d Pillars; which 
feem to have made a partition in that place, and to have 
fupported a Canopy over the Throne of the chief Idol; 
whofe Station appears to have been in a large Nich at this 
end. On that part of the partition which remains, are 
to be feen Carvings in Relievo reprefenting Neptune, 
Tritons, Fifties, Sea-Gods, Arion and his Dolphin, and 
other Marine Figures. The covering of the whole Fa- 
brick is totally broken down: But yet this I mult fay of 
the whole, as it now ftands, that it ftrikes the Mind with 
an Air of Greatnefs beyond any thing that I ever faw be¬ 
fore, and is an eminent proof of the Magnificence of the 
ancient Architecture. 

About fifty yards diftant from the Temple, is a row of 
Corinthian Pillars, very great and lofty; with a molt 
ftately Architrave and Cornifti at top. This fpeaks it felf 
to have been part of Ibme very Auguft Pile; but what 
one now fees of it is but juft enough to give a regret, 
that there fhould be no more of it remaining. 

Here is another Curiofity of this place, which a Man 
had need be well allur'd of his Credit, before he ventures 
to relate, left he ftiould be thought to ftrain the privilege 

S of 
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of a Traveller too far. That which I mean is a large 
piece of the old Wall, or rieeKoA®', which encompals’d all 
thefe Structures laftdefcrib’d. A Wall made of fuch mon- 
ltrous great Stones, that the Natives hereabouts (as it is 
ufual in things of thijs ftrange Nature) alcribe it to the 
Architecture of the Devil. Three of the Stones, which 
were larger than the reft, we took the pains to meafure, 
and found them to extend fixty one yards in length; one 
twenty one, the other two each twenty yards. In deep- 
nefs they were four yards each, and in breadth of the 
fame dimenlion. Thele three Stones lay in one and the 
fame row, end to end. The reft of the Wall was made 
alio of great Stones, but none, I think, fb great as thele. 
That which added to the wonder was, that thefe Stones 
were lifted up into the Wall, more than twenty foot 
from the ground. 

In the fide of a fmall afeent, on the Eaft part of the 
Town, ftood an old Angle Column, of the Tulcan Order, 
about eighteen or nineteen yards high, and one yard and 
a half in diameter. It had a Channel cut in its fide from 
the bottom to the top ; from whence we judged it might 
have been ereCted for the lake of railing Water. 

At our return to our Tents, we were a little perplex'd 
by the Servants of the Molblem, about our Caphar. We 
were contented at laft to judge it at ten per Frank, and 
rive per Servant, rather than we would engage in a long 
difpute at fuch a place as this. 

Near the place where we were lodged was an old 
Mofque, and ( as I faid before) a fine Fountain. This 
latter had been anciently beautified witfi fome handfome 
Stone-work round it, which was now almoft ruin’d ; how¬ 
ever it afforded us this imperfect Infeription. 


TfflN 
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TCONXei]lGFeiCON H=iONea>KTICTOCnANN 
BAeneiN acacdkcn wppecTeKAi ncon 

XPYCON IIAPACXCgCGXI BIOC T6 MCrAC 
YACOPT€NYN=PGCTinHrAION IIOAY 
EYXATC© eOAOTOYTOY OCIOY EIUCKOnOY 

Tburfday, May 6. 

Early this morning \vc departed from Bulbed f, direct¬ 
ing ourCourfe ftraight acrofs theValley. As we pafs’d by 
the Walls of the City, we oblerv’d many Stones In (brib'd 
with Roman Letters and Names; but all confus'd, and 
fome placed upfide down : Which demonllrates that the 
Materialsof the Walls were the Ruins ofthe ancient City. 

In one place we found thele Letter rmxptitvep r, 
in others thele v a r i —, in another nekis, in others 
lvcil— and severi and celnae and fir mi; 
all which ferve only to denote the refort which the Ro¬ 
mans had to this place in ancient times. 

In one hour we pafs’d by a Village call’d Te-ad ; and 
in an hour more went to lee an old Monumental Pillar, 
a little on the right hand of the Road. It was nineteen 
yards high, and five foot in diameter, of the Corinthian 
Order. It had a Table for an Infcription on its North 
fide; but the Letters are now perfectly eras'd. In one 
hour more, we reach’d the other fide of the Valley, at 
the foot of Mount Anti-Libanus. 

We immediately afcended the Mountain, and in two 
hours came to a large Cavity between the Hills, at the 
bottom ofwhich wasa Lakecall d by itsold GrcekNamc, 
L'tmone. It is about three furlongs over, and derives its 
Waters from the melting of the Snow. By this Lake our 
Guides would have had us Ibid all night; alluring us that 
if wo went up higher in the Mountains, we fhould be 
forc’d to lie amongit the Snow: But we ventur’d that, pre¬ 
ferring a cold Lodging, before an unwholfome one. Hav¬ 
ing afcended ope hour, we arrived at the Snow; and pro- 

S 2 ceediug 
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ceeding amongft it for one hour and a half more, we then 
chofe out as warm a place as we could find in fo high a 
Regionj and there we lodg'd this night upon the very top 
of Libanus. Our whole Stage this day was {even hours 
and a half. 

Libanus is in this part free from Rocks, and only rifes 
and Falls with fmall, eafy unevenneffes, for feveral hours 
riding; but is perfedly barren and defolate. The ground, 
where not conceal’d by the Snow, appear’d to be cover’d 
with a fort of white Slates thin and fmooth. The chief 
benefit it ferves for, is, that by its exceeding height, it 
proves a confervatory for abundance of Snow; which 
thawing in the heat of Summer affords fupplies of Water 
to the Rivers and Fountains in the Valleys below. We 
faw in the Snow, prints of the Feet of feveral wild Beafts, 
which are the foie Proprietors of thefe upper parts of the 
Mountains, 


Friday, May 7, 

The next morning we went four hours almoft perpe¬ 
tually upon deep Snow; which, being frozen, bore us and 
our Horfes: And then defcendingfor about one hour, came 
to a Fountain call’d, from the Name of ah adjacent Vil¬ 
lage, Ayn il Hadede. By this time we were got into a 
milder and better Region. 

Here was the place, where we were to ftrike out of the 
way, in order to go to Canobine and the Cedars. And 
fome of us went upon this defign, whilft the reft chole 
rather to go diredly for Tripoli, to which we had not now 
above four hours. We took with us a Guide, who pre¬ 
tended to be well acquainted with the way to Canobine-, but 
he prov’d an ignorant Director: And after he had led us 
about for feveral hours in intricate and untrodden Mazes 
amongft the Mountains, finding him perfcdly at a lofs, 
we were forc’d to forlake our intended vifit for the pre- 
fent, and to fteer diredly for Tripoli ; where we arriv’d 
jate at night, and were again entertain’d by our worthy 

Friends 



A journey trom Aleppo to Jerusalem. 141 
Friends, Mr Conful Haftings and Mr F tfher, with their 
wonted friend/hip and generality. 

Saturday, May 8. 

In the afternoon Mr Conful Haflings carry’d us to fee 
the Caftle of Tripoli. It is pleafantly fituate on a HilJ, 
commanding the City; but has neither Arms, nor Am¬ 
munition in it, and ferves rather for a Prifon than a Gar- 
rifon. There was /hut up in it at this time a poor Chri- 
ftian Priioner, call’d Shed^Emice, a Maronite. He was 
one that had formerly renounc’d his Faith, and liv’d for 
many years in the Mahometan Religion: But in his de¬ 
clining Age, he both retraded his Apoftacv, and dyed to 
attoneforit; For he was impal’d by the orderof theBa/Ta 
two days after we left Tripoli. This puni/hment of im¬ 
paling is commonly executed amongft thcT urks for crimes 
of the higheft degree; and is certainly one of thegreateft 
indignities and barbarities that can be offer’d to human 
Nature. The execution is done in this manner. They 
take a Poll of about the bignefs of a Man’s Leg, and eight 
or nine foot long, and make it very /harp at one end, 
This they lay upon the back of the Criminal, and force 
him to carry it to the place of Execution: Imitating here¬ 
in the old Roman Cullom, of compelling Malefadors ta 
bear their Crofs. Being arriv’d at the fatal place, they 
thruft in the Stake at the Fundament of the Perfon, who 
is the miferableSubjed of this doom; and then taking him 
hy the Legs draw on his Body upon ir, rill the point of the 
Stake appears at his Shoulders. After this they erebt the 
Stake, and fatten it in a hole dug in the ground. The 
Criminal fitting in this poftureupon it, remains not only 
/till alive, but alfo drinks, fmokes, and talks, as one per¬ 
fectly fenfible; and thus feme have continued for twenty 
four hours. But generally after the tortur’d Wretch has 
remain’d in this deplorable and ignominious pofture an 
hour or two, feme one of theStanders by is permitted to 
give him a gracious ftab to the Heart; lb putting an end 
Jo his unexpre/Eble mifery. 

Sunday, 
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Sunday , May p. 

Delpairing of any other opportunity, I made another 
attempt this day to fee the Cedars and Canobine. Having 
gone for three hours acrofs the Plain oCTripah, I arriv'd 
at the foot of Libantis-, and from thence continually af- 
cending, not without great fatigue, came in four hours 
and a half to a fmall Village call'd Eden, and in two 
hours and a half more to the Cedars. 

Tilde noble Trees grow amongft the Snow near the 
highefl: part of Lebanon ; and arc remarkable as well for 
their own age and largenels, as for thole frequent allu- 
fions made to them in the Word of God. Here are fbme 
of them very old, and of a prodigious bulk; and others 
younger of a fmaller fize. Of the former I could reckon 
up only fixteen; and the latter are very numerous. Imea- 
iur'd one of the larged, and found it twelve yards fix 
inches in girt, and yet found; and thirty {even yards in 
the fpread of its boughs. At about five or fix yards from 
the ground, it was divided into five Limbs, each of which 
was equal to a great Tree. 

Af ter about half an hour fpent in furveying this place, 
the Clouds began to thicken, and to fly along upon the 
ground; which Co obfeur’d the Road, that my Guide was 
very much at a lof, to find our way back again. We ram- 
bled about for feven hours thus bcwildred, which gave 
me no fmall fear of being forc’d to fpend otic night more 
at Libanus. But at lad, after a long exercife of pains and 
patience, we arriv'd at the way that goes down to Cano¬ 
bine ; where I arriv’d by that time it was dark, and found 
a kind reception, anfwerable to the greac need I had of 
it, after fo long a fatigue. 

Canobine is a Convent of the Maronites, and the Seat of 
the Patriarch, who is at prefent F. Stephanas Edcnenfis; 
a Pcrfon of great learning and humanity. It is a very 
mean Structure; but its fituation is admirably adapted for 
Retirement and Devotion: For there is a very deep rupture 
in the fide of Lib amts, running at lead {even hours f ravel 

dire&ly 
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dire&ly up into the Mountain. It is on both fides ex¬ 
ceeding fteep and high,cloath’d with fragrant Greens from 
top4o bottom, and every where refrelh’d with Fountains, 
falling down from the Rocks in pleafant Cafcades; the 
ingenious work of Nature. Thefe Streams, all uniting 
at the bottom, make a full and rapid Torrent, whole 
agreeable murmuring is heard all over the place, and adds 
no fmall pleafure to it. Canobine is feated on the North 
fide of this Chafm, on the fteep of the Mountain, at abouc 
the midway between the top and the bottom. It Hands at 
the mouth of a great Cave, having a few fmall Rooms 
fronting outward, that enjoy the light of the Sun; the 
reft are all under ground. It had for its Founder the 
EmpetonrTbeodofitts the Great: And tho’it has been feve- 
ral times rebuilt, yet the Patriarch a {lur'd me, the Church 
was of the Primitive Foundation. But whoever built it, 
it is a mean Fabrick, and no great Credit to its Founder. 
It ftands in the Grot, but fronting outwards receives a 
little light from that fide. In the fame fide there were 
alfchang’d in the Wall two fmall Bells, to call the Monks 
to their Devotions: A privilege allow’d no where elfe in 
this Country; nor would they be fuffer’d here, but that 
the Tarks are far enough off from the hearing of them. 

The Valley of Canobine was anciently (as it well de- 
ferves) very much reforted to for religious retirement. 
You fee here ftill Hermitages, Cells, Monafterfes, almoft 
without number. There is not any little part of Rock, 
that jets out upon the fide of the Mountain, but you ge¬ 
nerally fee fome little Structure upon it, for the reception 
of Monks and Hermits ; tho’ few or none of them are 
now Inhabited. 

Monday, May 10. 

After Dinner I took my leave of the Patriarch, and 
return’d to Tripoli. leer’d my Courfe down by a nar¬ 
row oblique Path, cut in the fide of the rupture, and found 
it three hours before I got clear of the Mountains, and 
three more afterwards before I came to Tripoli. 



i44 A Journey from Aleppo to Jerusalem. 

Tuefday, May. n. 

* This day we took our leaves of our worthy Tripoli 
Friends, in order to return for Aleppo. We had iome de¬ 
bate with our felves, whether we fhould take the fame 
way by which we came, when outward bound, or a new 
one by Emijfa Hempfe and Hamal. But we had notice 
of feme difturbances upon this latter Road; fo we con¬ 
tented our felves to return by the lame way we came: For 
having had enough by this time both of the pleafure, and 
of the fatigue of Travelling, we were willing to put an 
end to both, the neareft and fpeedieft way. All that oc- 
curr’d to us new, in thefe days Travel, was a particular 
way uled by the Country People in gathering their Corn ; 
it being now Harveft time. They pluck’d it up by hand¬ 
fuls from the roots; leaving the raoft fruitful Fields as 
naked as if nothing had ever grown on them. This was 
their practice in all places of the Eaft that I have feen: And 
the reul'on is, that they may lole none of their Straw, 
which is generally very fhort, and neceflary for the 
fu ftenance of their Cattie; no Hay being here made. I 
mention this, becaule it feems to give light to that ex¬ 
predion of the Pfalmift, Pf. 129. 6 . which withereth afore 
it be plucked up ; Where there feems to be a manifeft allu- 
lion to this Cuftom. Our new Tranflation renders this 
place otherwil'e: But in fo doing it differs from moll, or 
all other Copies; and here we may truly fay, the old is the 
better. There is indeed mention of a Mower in the next 
Verfe; but then it is fuch a Mower as fills not his hand; 
which confirms rather than weakens the preceding In¬ 
terpretation. 

Returning therefore by our former Stages, without any 
notable alteration or occurrence, we came in eight days 
to the Honey Kane : At which place we found many of 
our Aleppine Friends, who having heard of our draw¬ 
ing homeward were come out to meet us, and welcome" 
us home. Having dined together, and congratulated 
each other upon our happy reunion, we went onward the 
lame evening to Aleppo. Tims’ 
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Thus, by God’s infinite mercy and protedion, we were 
reftor’d all in fafety to our refpedive Habitations. And 
here before I conclude, I cannot but take notice of one 
thing more, which I /hould earneftly recommend to the 
devout and grateful remembrance of every Perlon engaged 
in this Pilgrimage: viz. that amongft fo great a Company 
as we were, amidft fuch a multiplicity of dangers ana ca- 
fualties, fuch variety of Food, Airs and Lodgings (very 
often none of the beft) there was no one of us that came 
to any ill accident throughout our whole Travels; and 
only one that fell Sick by the confequences of the Journey, 
after our return. Which I efteem the lels diminution to 
fo fingular a mercy, in regard that amongft io many of 
my dear Friends and Fellow Travellers, it fell to my 
own fhare to be the Sufferer. 




FINIS. 


Since 
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Since the Booh was Tainted off, the two 
following Letters ,relating to the fame 
Subject, were communicated by the 
Reverend .Mr Osborn Fellow ^Exe¬ 
ter College • to whom they were fent 
by the Author, in Anjwer to fome 
slueftions propos'd by Him. 

s i K> 

I Received yours of June 17.169%. and return’d 
you an Anfwer to it in brief, about three 
Months fince; promising to fupply what 
was then wanting, at fome other opportu¬ 
nity : which promile I fhall now make good. You 
defired an Account of the Turks, and of our way 
of living amongft them. As to the former, it 
would fill a Volume to write my whole thoughts 
about them. I fhall only tell you at prefent, 
that I think they are very far from agreeing 
with that Chara&er which is given of them in. 
Chriftendom j Specially for their exad Juftice, 
Veracity, and other moral Virtues: upon account 
of which, I have (ometimes heard them men¬ 
tion’d with very extravagant Commendations; 
as tho’ they far exceed Chriftian Nations. But 
I muft profefs my lelf of another Opinion: For 
the Chriftian Religion, how much foever we live 
below the true Spirit and Excellency of it, muft 
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ltill be allow’d to dilcover lo much Power upon 
the minds of its Profeflbrs, as to raife them far 
above the level of a Turkijb Virtue. Tis a Maxim 
that I have often heard from our Merchants, 
that a Turk will always Cheat when he can find 
an opportunity. Friendfliip, Generality, and 
Wit (in the Englijb Notion) and delightful Con- 
verfe, and all the Qualities of a refin’d and in¬ 
genuous Spirit, are perfect Strangers to their 
Minds i tho’ in Traffick and Worldly Negotia¬ 
tions, they are acute enough: and are able to 
carry the Accounts of a large Commerce in their 
Heads, without the help of Books, by a natural 
Arithmetick, improv’d by Cuftom and Neceflity. 
Their Religion is fram’d to keep up great out¬ 
ward Gravity and Solemnity, without begetting 
the leaft good tindfcure of Wifdom or Virtue in 
the Mind. You lhall have ’em at their hours of 
Prayer (which are four a day always) addreffing 
themlelves to their Devotions with the moft 
folemn and critical Walhings, always in the moft 
publick places, where moft People are palling; 
with moft lowly and moft regular Proteftations, 
and a hollow Tone; which are amongft them 
the great Excellencies of Prayer. 1 have feen 
’em in an affe&ed Charity, give Money to Bird- 
catchers (who make a Trade of it) to reftore 
the poor Captives to their natural Liberty; and 
at the lame time hold their own Slaves in the 
heavieft Bondage. And at other times they’ll 
buy Flelh to relieve indigent Dogs and Cats; 
and yet curie You with Famine and Peftilence, 
and all the moft hideous Execrations; in which 
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way thefe Eaftern Nations have certainly the 
moft exquifite Rhetorick of any People upon 
Earth. They know hardly any Pleafiire but 
that of the fixth Senfe. And yet with all this, 
they are incredibly conceited of their own Re¬ 
ligion i and contemptuous of that of others: 
which I take to be the great Artifice of the De¬ 
vil, in order to keep them his own. They are a 
perfed vifible Comment upon our Blefled Lord’s 
Defcription of the JevoiJh Pharifees. In a word, 
Luft, Arrogance, Covetoufnefs, and the moft ex- 
quifite Hypocrify compleat their Charader. The 
only thing that ever 1 could obferve to commend 
in them, is the outward Decency of their Car¬ 
riage, the profound Refped they pay to Reli¬ 
gion and to every thing relating to it, and 
their great Temperance and Frugality. The 
dearnefs of any thing is no motive in Turky , tho’ 
it be in England , to bring it into Falhion. 

As for our living amongft them, it is with all 
poffible quiet and fafety: And that’s all we de¬ 
fire, their Conversion being not in the leaft 
Entertaining. Our Delights are among our (elves: 
And here being more than forty of Us, we ne¬ 
ver want a moft Friendly and pleafant Conver¬ 
fation. Our way of Life refembles, in fome 
meafure, the Academical. We live in feparate 
Squares, fhut up every night after the manner 
of Colleges. We begin the day conftantly, as 
You do, with Prayers; and have our let times 
for Bufinefs, Meals and Recreations. In the Win¬ 
ter we Hunt in the moft delightful Campaign 
twice a weeki and in the Summer go as often to 
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divert Oar felves under Our Tents, with Bowl¬ 
ing, and other Exercifes. So thac you fee we 
want not Divertifements; and thefe all Inno¬ 
cent and Manly. In Ihort, tis my real Opinion, 
that there is not a Society out of England , that 
for all good and defireable Qualities,may be com¬ 
par’d to this. But enough of this Confufion, 
which 1 would have Ihortn’d, and put in better 
order, if I had had time. 


March 10. 
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A S for your Queftions about Gehaqi’s Pofte- 
rity, and the Greek Excommunications, I 
have little to anfwer j but yet I hope enough to 
give You and your Friend fatisfa&ion. When I 
was in the Holy Land, I faw feveral that Labour'd 
under Gebaiys Diftemper; but none that could 
pretend to derive his Pedigree from that Perfon. 
Some of them were poor enough to be his Rela¬ 
tions. Particularly at Sicbem (now Naplofu) there 
were no lefs than ten (the fame number that was 
cleans’d by our Saviour not far from the fame 
place) that came a begging to Us at one time. 
Their manner is to come with fmail Buckets 
in their hands, to receive the Alms of the Cha¬ 
ritable; their touch being ftill held infe&ious, 
or at leaft unclean. The Diftemper, as I faw 
it in them, was very different from what I have 
feen it in England : For it not only defiles the 
whole furface of the Body with a foul Scurf; 
but alfb deforms the Joynts of the Body, parti¬ 
cularly thole of the Wrifts and Ancles; making 
them fwell with a Gouty fcrofulous Subftance, 
very loathlbm to look upon. I thought their 
Legs refembled thofe of old batter’d Horfes, 
fuch as are often feen in Drays in England. The 
whole Diftemper indeed, as it there appear’d, was 
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To noifome, that it might well pals for the utmoft 
Corruption of the Human Body on this fide the 
Grave. And certainly the infpired Pen-men could 
not have found out a fitter Emblem, whereby to 
exprels the uncleannefs and odioufnefs of Vice. 
But to return to Geba^i Tis no wonder if the 
defoent from him be by time oblcur'd; feeing 
the belt of the Jews, at this time of day, are at a 
lofs to make out their Genealogies. But befides, 
I fee no neceffity in Scripture for his Line’s 
being perpetuated. The term (for Ever) is, you 
know, often taken in a limited lenle in Holy- 
writ j of which the defignation of Phineas s Fa¬ 
mily to the Priefthood, Numb. 2 j. 13. may ferve 
for an lnftance. His Pofterity was, you know, 
cut entirely off from the Priefthood, and that 
transferr’d to Eli (who was one of another Line) 
about 300 years after. 

1 have enquired of a Greek Prieft, a Man not 
deftitute either of Senle or Probity, about your 
other Queftion. He pofitively affirm’d it, and 
produced an lnftance of his own knowledge in 
Confirmation of it. He faid, that about 1 y years 
ago, a certain Greek departed this Life without 
Abfolution 5 being under the guilt of a Crime, 
which involv’d him in the lentenceof Excommu¬ 
nication, but unknown to the Church. He had 
Chriftian Burial given him; and about 1 o years 
after, a Son of his dying, they had occafion to 
open the ground near where his Body was laid, 
in order to bury his Son by him. By which 
means they difcover’d his Body as entire, as when 
it was firft laid in the Grave. The Shrowd was 
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rotted away, and the Body naked and black, but 
perfectly (bund. Report of this being brought 
to the Bifhop, he immediately (ulpe&ed the caufe 
of it; and lent feveral Priefts (of whom the Re¬ 
lator was one) to pray for the Soul of the depart¬ 
ed, and to abfolve him at his Grave. Which they 
had no fooner done, but (as the Relator goes 
on) the Body inftantly difiblv’d and fell into Duft 
like (lack'd Lime. And (o (well (atisfied with 
the Effe& of their Ab(olution) they departed. 
This was deliver'd to me verbo Sacerdetu. The 
Man had hard fortune not to dye in the Ro- 
mifli Communion j for then his Body being 
found fo entire would have entitled him to Saint- 
fhip. For the Romanics, as I have both heard 
and (een, are wont to find out and maintain the 
Relicks of Saints by this token. And the fame 
iign, which proves an Anathema Maranatba a- 
mongft the Greeks, demonftrates a Saint amongft 
the Papifts: Perhaps both equally in the right. 


April 12.1700. 
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jQeppo to the River Euphrates, the 
City Beer, and to Mesopotamia. 


W E let out from Aleppo, April 17th x 699. 

and (leering Eaft North Eaft, lomewhat 
lels, we came in three hours and a half 
to Sttrbafs. 

Tuefdaj, April x8. 

We came in three hours and a half to Bizaj, palling 
by Bab, where is a good Aqueduft * Djn il Daab, to 
which yon delcend by about thirty Steps j and Lediff a 

S leafant Village. Our Courfe thus far was Eaft and by 
Torth. In the Afternoon we advanced three hours fur¬ 
ther, Courfe North Eaft, to an old ruin'd Place, former¬ 
ly of fome Confideration, called Acamj ; It is fcituated 
in the Wildemels on a Hill encompaflea by a Valley j It 
was large, and had the footfteps of fome Symmetry, good 
Walls and Buildings. 


Wednefiaj , April ip. 

We went Eaft and by North, and in four hours arriv'd 
at Bambjcb. This Place has no remnants of its Ancient 

* Tbt Diftr# of Dm*. - 
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Greatnefs, but its Walls, which may be traced all round, 
and cannot be lefs than three Miles in compafs. Several 
fragments of them remain on the Eaft Side, eipecially at 
the Eaft Gate; and another piece of eighty yards long, 
with Towers of large fquare ftone extreamly well built. 
On the North Side I found a Stone with r tne Bufts of a 
Man and Woman, large as the life; and under, two Eagles 
carved on it. Not far from it, on the fide of a large Well, 
was fixed a Stone with three Figures carved on it, in 
Baflo Relievo. They were two Syrens, which twining 
their fifhy Tails together, made a Seat, on which was 
placed fitting a naked Woman, her Arms and the Syrens 
on each fide mutually entwined. 

On the Weft Side is a deep Pit of about ioo yards dia¬ 
meter. It was low, and had now Water in it, and feerned 
to have had great Buildings all round it ; with the Pillars 
and Ruins of which, it is now in part filled up; but not 
fb much, but that there was ftili Water in it. Here are a 
multitude of Subterraneous Aqueduds brought to this 
City; the People attefted no fewer than fifty. You can 
ride no where about the City, without feeing them. We 
pitched by one about a quarter of a mile Eaft of the City, 
which yields a fine Stream; and emptying it felf into a 
Valley, waters it, and makes it extreamly fruitfull. Here 
perhaps were the Paftures of the Beafts defigned for Sa¬ 
crifices. Here are now only a few poor Inhabitants, tho’ 
anciently all the North Side wa&well inhabited by Sara¬ 
cens i as may be ieen by the remains of a noble Mofque 
and a Bagnio a little without the Walls. We were here 
vifited by a Company of Begdelies, who were incamped 
feme hours further towards Euphrates , having about 
sooo Horfe there. 

Tburfday, April 20. 

For avoiding the Begdelies, we hired a Guide, who 
Cdnduded us a by-way. We travelled North North Eaft , 
over a defert Ground ; and came in three hours to a final! 
Rivulet called Sejour, which falls into the Euphrates 
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about three hours below jjFerabolus. In about two hours 
more we came to a-fine fruitful Plain, covered with ex¬ 
traordinary Corn, lying between the Hills and the River 
Euphrates. In about an hour and half s travelling through 
this Plain on the banks of the River, we came to Jera- 
bolus . This place is of a Semicircular figure. Its flat fide 
lying on the banks of Euphrates ; on that fide it has a 
high long Mount, dofe by the water, very deep. It was 
anciently built upon; (and at one end of it, I faw frag¬ 
ments of) very large Pillars, a yard and half diameter, 
and Capitals and Corniihes well carved. At the foot of 
the Mount was carved on a large (tone a Bead refembling 
a Lyon, with a bridle in his mouth j and I believe an¬ 
ciently a Perfbn fitting on it: But the done is in that part 
now broke away j the Tail of the Bead was Couped. 

Round about this place are high banks cad up, and 
there is the footdeps of walls on them. The gates feem 
to have been well built: The whole was 2250 paces, that 
is yards, in circumference. The River is here as large as 
the Thames at London; a long bullet-gun could not fhoot 
a ball over it, but it dropt into the water. Here is found 
a large Serpent which has legs and claws, called Woralla. 
I was told by a Turk, that a little below this place, when 
the River is low, may be feen the Ruins of a done-bridge 
over the River: For my own part I faw it not, nor do I 
much rely on the Turks veracity. The River feemed to 
be lately fallen very fuddenly ; for the banks were fre/hly 
wet, two yards and more above the water. It was here 
North and South. 


Friday, April 21. 

We kept clofe on the banks of Euphrates, and in two 
hours and a half eroded a fine Rivulet called Towzad ; 
and in two hours more arrived over againd Beer, and 
pitched on a Flat, clofe by the River fide. Obferving 
the Latitude of the place by my Quadrant, I found the 
Angle between the Sun and the Zenith to be twenty two 
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degrees; and the declination this Day being ij degrees 
jo minutes, the whole is 37 degrees 10 minutes. 

Saturday, April 22 . 

We continued at our Station, not daring to crols the 
River, for fear of filling into the hands of the Chiah of 
the Bajbaw of Vrfa, who was then at Beer ordering 
many Boats of Corn down t a Bagdal. We were fup- 
plyed in the fame time with provifions by Sheck.AJfyne, 
to whom we made returns. 

Sunday, April 23 . 

The Chiah being now departed, Sheck AJfyne invited 
ns over to Beer; We crofted in a Boat of the Country, 
of which they have a great many, this being the great 
Pafs into Mesopotamia. The Boats are of a miserable Fa- 
brick, flat and open in the fore part, for Horfes to enter: 
They are large enough to carry about four Horfes each. 
Their way to crofs is, by drawing up the Boat as high 
as they know to be neceflary; and then with wretched 
Oars itricking over, (he falls a good way down by the 
force of the Stream, before they arrive at the further fide. 

Having faluted AJfyne we were conduced to fee the 
Caftle; which is a large old Building on the top of a great 
long Rock, feparated by a great gulph or natural bottom, 
from the land. At firft coming within the Gates which 
are of Iron, we faw feveral large Globes of Stone about 
twenty inches diameter; and great Axles of Iron, with 
wheels, which were intire blocks of wood two foot thick 
in the Nave, and cut fomewhat to an edge toward the 
Periphery; and Screws to bend Bows or Engines; as 
alfo feveral Brafs Field Pieces. 

A (tending up the fides of the Rock by a way cut obli¬ 
quely, you come to the Caftle. Atfirft entrance, you find 
a way cut under ground down to the River. In the 
Caftle, the principal things we (aw, were, firft a large 
Room full of old Arms: I faw there Glafs Bottles to be 
(hot at the eqd of Arrows; ope of them was ftuck at the 
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end of an Arrow, with four pieces of Tin by its Tides, to 
keep it firm. Vaft large Crofs-bows, and Beams, feem- 
ingly defign'd for Battering-Rams ; and Roman Saddles 
and Head pieces of a large fize; fome of which were 
painted; and fome large Thongs for Bow-Strings and 
bags for flinging Stones. But the Jealoufy of the Turks 
would not permit us to flay fo long, as would have been 
requifite for a perfed examination of thefe Antiquities. 

From the Caftle we returned to Affjne, and were ci¬ 
villy treated. In the Evening we went up into theCoun- 
try of Mefopotamta. The Hills are Chalky and.Steep; 
and come clofe to the Water fide without a Plain inter¬ 
vening, as it is upon the fide of Syria ; fo that Beer (lands 
on the fide of a Hill. However it has a couple of fine 
Streams that run over the Top of the Hill; one of which 
drives two Mills, and fo runs down to the City, which 
is well Walled. In the fide of the Hill, there is a Kane 
under ground cut into the Rock, with fifteen large Pil¬ 
lars left to fupport its Roof. 

Monday, April 24. 

We left Beer, and Travelling Weft came in three 
hours to Ninib, a place well fcituated at the head of the 
Towruyd, Here is an old fmall Church, very ftrong and 
intire; only the Cupolo in the middle of the crofs is 
broke down, .and its fpace covered with Leaves, to fit 
the place for a Mofque. I believe the Turks made the 
places to which they turn in Prayers, empty Niches, to 
mew that they worfhipped one Invifible God not to be 
reprefonted by Images. In two hours we came from Ni- 
Xab to a good Chriftian Village called Vwur; and in an 
hour and half more, to a Well in the Delart. 

Tuefday, April 29. 

We Travelled Weft near two hours; and came through 
a fine Country diversified into fmall Hills and Valleys, 
to a Village called Adjia, having left Silam and two 
other Villages on the right hand, At Adjia rifes the 
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River of Aleppo, from a large Fountain, at once; and juft 
above it runs the Sejour, which might be let into it by 
a ftiort cut of ten yards. From Adj'ta, our Courfe was 
Weft North Weft. The Banks of the Sejour are well 
planted with Trees and Villages. In two little hours we 
came to Antab, having crofted the Sejour at a Bridge,about 
three quarters of an hour before. Leaving the City on 
the Right hand, we pafled under its Walls, and pitched 
about three quarters of an hour from it, on a plain Field 
on the Banks of the Sejour. 

Antab ftands moftly on a Hill, having a Caftle on a 
Round Mount, at its North fide, exa&ly relemblingthat 
of Aleppo, tho’ much lels. It has a very deep Ditch 
round it: And at the foot of the Mount within theDitch, 
is a Gallery cut through the Rock all round the Caftle, 
with Portals for (hot; and it is faced with ftone Walls, 
where the Rock was not ftrong enough. The Houles 
have generally no upper Rooms; the Bazars are large. I 
law here a fine Stone very much refembling Porphyry ; ■ 
being of a red ground, with yellow Ipecks and veins, 
very glofly. It is dug juft by Antab. 

Antab is doubtlels Antiochia penes Taurum: in the 
Skirts of which it ftands, and is not far diftant from the 
higheft ridge: It is about two thirds as big as Aleppo. 

Wednefday, April 2 6. 

We pafled through a Fruitfull Mountainous Country, 
and came in feven hours and a quarter to Rowant Caftle. 
It ftands on the top of a round fteep Hill, and has been 
ftrong for the times it was built in. It is probably a Sa¬ 
racen Fabrick, and is now in Ruins. At the foot of the 
Hill Weftward runs the River Ephreen ; its Courfe is 
South South Weft. Our Courfe from Antab to Rowant 
was North Weft and by North. 

Thurfday, April 27. 

We continued Travelling through the Mountains, 
which were now fomewhat more uneven and precipi- 

titious. 
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titious, but watered every where with fine Springs and 
Rivulets. In about fix hours we came to Corns ; our Courfe 
was South Weft, having crofted the Epbreen about two 
thirds of an hour before. Juft by Corns is the River Sa- 
bon, that is, Chor or Char , which encompafTes moft part 
of the City. 

Corns ftands on a Hill, confifting of the City and 
Caftle. The City ftands Northerly; and from its North 
end afeending, you come at laft to a higher Hill to the 
Southward, on which ftands the Caftle. The whole is 
now in Ruins, which feems to have been very large. 
Walled very ftrongly with huge fquare Stones. Within 
are obfervable the Ruins, Pillars, &c. of many Noble 
Buildings. On the Weft fide there is a fquare Enclofure 
of great Capacity, compaffed with good Walls and five 
Gates, which admitted into it; as one may difeern by the 
Ruins of them. I conjedured they might be the Cathe¬ 
dral!. Over the Caftle Gate was written the three Infcri- 
ptions Li the Plate belonging to page 7. 

The middle Infcription was over the middle of the 
Portal j the other two on the top of the Pilafters on the 
right and left hand. 

Below the Caftle Hill, to the Southward, ftands a 
noble old Monument. It is fix fquare, and opens at fix 
Windows above; and is covered with a Pyramidical 
Cupolo. In each Angle within is a Pillar of the Co¬ 
rinthian Order, of one ftone; and there is a fine Archi¬ 
trave all round juft under the Cupolo, having had heads 
of Oxen carved on it. And it ends a-top with, a large 
Capital of the Corinthian Order; near this feveral Se¬ 
pulchral Altars, of which only one has a legible Infcri- 
ption, which you may fee in the Plate. 

Friday , April 28. 

We left Corns, and without the Town about half a 
mile South Eaft, we defended down through a way cut 
obliquely on the fide of a Precipice, which leads to a 
Bridge of feven Arches of a very old Strudure, over the 
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River Sabon. And about a quarter of a mile further, we 
came to another Bridge of three very large Arches over 
the River Ephreen. Thefe Bridges are very ancient, and 
well built of Iquare ftone. Three Pillars have an Acute 
Angle on the ftde againft the Stream, and a round But- 
terels on the other fide, and on both fides are Niches for 
Statues. They were well paved a-top with large Stones, 
and are doubtlefs, as well as that of the other fide of the 
Town, the Work of the Excellent and Magnificent 
TheoAorit. 

From this Bridge in about three hours, with a Courle 
South South Eaft or South Eaft and by South, we arrived 
at Jan-BolaAs. From Jan-BolaAs to Chillis is one hour 
and two thirds, Courle North North Eaft. Chillis is a 
large populous Town, and has fifteen Mofques that may 
be counted without the Town; and it has large Bazars. 
Many Medals are found here, which feem to argue it to 
be ancient} but under what Name I know not. 

Aleppo bears from Jan-Bolads South and by Eaftj 
Seck-Berukel South South Weft. An hour from Jan- 
BolaAs is Azafs. . And two hours further, we lodged in 
the Plain, which about Chillis and Azafs is very wide, 
and no lels fruitful!. This Country is always given to 
the ValiAea or Grand-Signiot’s Mother. 

Saturday , April 29. 

We arrived by God s bleifing fafe in Aleppo , having 
Travelled about five hours with a Courfe South and 
by Eaft. 
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Of the VALLEY 

O F 

SALT, 

Which is about Four Hours from 

ALEPPO. 

T HIS Valley is of two or three Hours Extent; we 
were three quarters of an Hour in crofling one 
Corner of it. It is of an exaft Level, and appears at a 
diftance like a Lake of Water. There is a kind of a dry 
Cruft of Salt all over the top of it; which founds, when 
the Horfes go upon it, like frozen Snow, when it is 
walk’d upon. There are three or four fmall Rivulets 
empty thetnfelves into this Place, and wafh it all over, 
about Autumn, or when the Rains fall. 

In the heat of the Summer the Water is dryed off, and 
when the Sun has feorched the ground, there is found re¬ 
maining the Cruft of Salt aforefaid; which they gather 
and feparate into feveral Heaps, according to the degrees 
of finenefs; Some being exquifitely White, Others al¬ 
loy’d with Dirt, 

It being loft in Ibme places, our Horfes hoofs ftruck 
in deep: And there I found in one part a loft brown 
Clay, in another a very Black one, which to the Tafte 
was very Salt, tho’ deep in the Earth. Along on one 
Side of the Valley, viz. that towards Gibul, there is a 
fmall Precipice about two Men’s lengths, occafion'd by 
the continual taking away tire Salt; and in this you may 

X fee 




i O' . Of the Valley of Salt* 

lee ho.w= the-'Veins of it lye. I broke a piece of it, of 
which that part that was expoled to the Rain, Sun and 
Air, tho' it had the (parks and particles of Salt, yet it 
had perfe&ly loft its Savour, as in S t Matthew Chap. y. 
The Inner part, which was connected to the Rock, re¬ 
tained its Savour, as I found by proof. 

In leveral places of the Valley, we found that the thin 
cruft of Salt upon the furface, bulged up, as if fotne in- 
fed working, under it had raifed it; and taking off the 
part, we found under it Efflorefcences of pure Salt (hot 
out according to its proper figure. 

At the Neighbouring Village G##/, is kept the Maga¬ 
zines of Salt, where you find great Mountains (as I may 
lay) of that Mineral, ready for Sale. The Valley is farm'd 
of the Grand Signior at 1200 Dollars per Annum . 


FINIS. 









